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~O THE HONOURABL~

WILLIAM DAWES Q.!JARRELL,

0, HIS MAJESTY'S PRIVY COUNCIL OP TH~

ISLANl) or JAMAICA.

Mv DEAR SIR,

DEDICATIONS, in my opinion,

!hould be devoted to the gratifica­

tion of an author's feelings; either

;is marks of private affection, or

as tributes to public merit. WheIl

I have an opportunity ofcombining

both thefe objeCts, I cannot confent

to forego it.

lhould~



; but as I have all

the honour of it in view for myfelf,

I know not how better to ftcure

it, than to

ac­

to

, and whofe friendlhip for

myfelf has outlived the united at­

tacks of time, abfence, and adver-

"fity"o

Your having had fo irnpcrtant

a £hare in the tranfactions I relate,

and
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and

elling your acceptance of a work,

~ncouragement

appeared.

I am, my deal' Sil',

With the higheft efteem,

And warmeft affection,

Your fincere friend,

R. C. DALLAS.
LQlldtm,

Marcb Jj1, 1803.
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PR E F ACE.

-
THE rnagnitude of the objecb which
have engaged the attention of the world
during the laR: thirteen years; the r.evolu..
tion of empires, the deftruClion of ftates,
the extin8:ion of whole claffes of men, the
alteration of efiablilhed culloms, the facri..
fice of millions of lives, the general con­
vulfions throughout the earth, the terrific
though unavailing ambition of groveling
upftarts, the unnatural policy and feeble
~fforts of the moft powerful governments,
the wonderful exploits of BritHh arms in
every quarter of the globe; the retum of
France to abfolute authority, and the extra­
ordinary feats and good fortune of the man
who, big with the intent of Crefar croffing
the Rubicon at tbe head of the Bower of
the Roman armies, croifed the Medtter'
ranean without a foldier, and feized upon
the empire; have accuftomed the minds of
men to gigantic contemplations. We have

VOL. I. a feen

0lIIII......~f..6...tC..I!i!";:-·..........·..-·..t...--..,,,
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feen a pious and beneficent monarch
perifh on a fcafrold j another, virtuous,
ardent, and heroic, public1y affaffinated;
a third, privudy put to death j a fourth
and fifth, chafed from their capitals j and a
fovercign Pontiff torn from St. Peter's
chak, hurried into foreign lands, and dying
in captivity; a Queen, bereft of her crown,
thruft in tatters into a common jail amongft
the vileft of criminals, kept awhile alive
on the farrieR food, and at lan, with an
heroic firmners becoming a ~en, yielding
her life to the public inllrument of exe­
cution. We. have feen a chain of oppofed
armies extending from the north to the
fOl1th of Europe; the navy of a fmall ifland
blockading all the ports of all the maritime
powers; a Ruffian i!fuing f{"om h,is frozen
region, chafing victorious armies before
him through Italy, and [cowering the Alps;
and an .Engli!hq;l.an blowing up navies, one
after. the other, beneath the line and at the
pole; in fine, we have feen all the paffions
iA a ternpeft, and nature herfelf firuggling
,gainR the chaos which threatened her
very e.xiftence. But the contemplation of
ftupendous objects, far from difqualifyin~

the
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the mind for the relifh of lefs extenlive
views, heightens its fatisfaClion in them,
as the eye, after poring over the unbounded
expanfe of the ocean, is relieved and de­
lighted by a ftreamlet and a dell.

I undertook~

erior of that ifiand; a fubjeCl: I the more

I con­

wu

entment on one fide" and was profecuted

the internal fecurity of the country: I

ory of the Maroons, the expedition to

,

./

I

\
\
\

\
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chaffeurs, and an account of the {late of
Jamaica fince the French revolution,
which I

Far be it from me to fpeak
lightly of the works of Mr. Edwards
hall only obferve here, that I have been

onfulting it, as incumbent
upon me, I found very few of the particu­
Jars which I purpofed to detail; and faw,
with fome pain, that in thofe few, my in­
formation did not concur with his: a cir­
cumfiance that renders it doubly neceffary
for me to fta~e the authorities on which the
following pages are founded.

efl:ed it, is the chief fouree of



ation j

fioner fent to Cuba for the Spanilh chaffeursj

The converfations I had with
this gentleman, convinced me that the
fubjeB: would be highly interefting to the
public j and

To
make myfelf mafter of the fubject,

but I requeO:ed and obtained copious notes j

. The
notes were fo full, that I wilhed him to
arrange and publilh them under his own
name; to this he was

uthority and friend­
1hip, I muft not leave him expofed to any

a 3 cenfure

..

I,
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cenfure for my defeCts o l~ons.

, obfervations, and reafonin~

I ~ave to anfwer; th!Jugh, of the two laft,
I own I have adopted much from him. Mr.
~arrell was indeed but too fcrupuloufly
anxi0ll:s not to be perfonally m~de p:romi~

nent: he requefted, where it was necelfary:
to fpeak of him, to be mentioned as com~

miffioner or agent, and forced me to draw:

~e though~

t~om

.

After the manufcript was fent to the
pre[s, it was my good fortune to be intro_
duced to Mr. Robertfon, who had juft
arrived from Jamaica for the purpofe of
publifhing the highly finilhed maps of that
ifl:lOd, which he had completed under the
l'atronage of the Affembly of the coun­
try. Thefe maps are now in the' hands
of the engraver, Mr. ~eil, and are ac­
knowledged by all acquainted with Ja­
maica, to whom they have been :!hown, to,
be not only of very fuperior execution, but
of {hiking accuracy. I had been furn.i£.he~

. by
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by Mr. ~arrell with frn~l

Ih~

.obligatioQ.. 1 ~

my
in,

~nd m~ journ~l

writ~

th~

~l1id~ ter.min~~ed w~r.

{"-4ear and certain as are thefe fourees, 1
Jhave ,not confiijcd myfelf to them, but have

~l~ays 'Ilad recourfe to the acts of the Le­
gin~turc, and to the journals of tbe Hou~
~f Afrembly for whatever they contain re­
la,ive to my fuhject. If any paffage implie!
.~pformation that could be gained only froI,ll
the: lVlaroons ,th~m(dve,s, let it be remeJl~-

a 4 bcred,

" • ~i d
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bered,

ax in Nova Scotia, had frequent opportu

.

of more favage cans, and that I have known
fome dHHnguHhed by complexions lefs
dingy, more barbarous; and if I allow
dIem the portion of defert which appears
to me their due; I I

: my opinion
refpe8:ing it is fully ftated at the conclufion
.of the fifth letter. Having formerly refided
fome years in the iDand of Jamaica, the
fubje8:s of this work are far from being new
to me: and, with the affiftance that has
been afforded me, I Batter myfelf that I
may, with confidence, lay it before the
public. It is of the execution alone I am
diffident. The reader, who has been accuf.
tomed to the pure diction of a Robertfon,
and the energytic Uylc of a Gibbon, be­
comes nice in the language of hinory;

whoever
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whoever pretends to tread their paths,
fhould remember their powers, and fully
weigh his own: therefore, although my
tafk is of an hiftorical nature

not require all the dignity of hiftory, and I

To render the work complete, I have
prefixed a general hiR:ory of Jamaica, pre­
vious to the period of the French revolution;
and I have thrown into an appendix, fuch
papers as I thought neceffary for elucida­
tion. The fuccin.Cl: account of Jamaica
prior to the revolution it was my intention
to have compiled from the beft authorities,
w\1ile the body of the work was going
through the prefs; but, being vifited by
Providence with an affii£tion that fufpended
my application, and rendered me for a con­
iiderable time unable to purfue my work,
.1 requefted a friend, to whore fympathy and
kind attentions I am indebted for much
confolation, to undertake the previous hif­
tory. He has compofed it with a fpirit
that is ooly equalled by the ar~ur of his

kindnefs.
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I

There is fomething in the explan;ltory
;nature of a preface which occafion~lly calls
:'lpan a writer to mention himf~lf to the
reader: this is expected, and for this he
is forgiven. But I have in the hody
of the work been led to ~dmi:t a paf­
fage which, though totally irrelevant, my
feelings would not allow me to feparate
from the· points relative to my fubjefr. I
~llu<le to a lettE:r" which will be found in
the following pages, and which I received
from the Hilliop of Meaux, in anfwer to.
one I wrote to him refpecting the propa,­
gatiol\ of Chrifrianity among the negroes
by the French miffionaries. I was too.
much gratifieq with the beginning of his

• John 'Browne Cutting Efq. of BoRon, in America,

letter
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letter to omit it j bu~, though I am fenfible
of the egotifm, I will not beg pardon of my
feaders, left I {hould happen to offend by
an ~ffea:ationof extenuating what a feeling
JIlind may think ftands in no need of par:

don. Proud of the friendfhip of the BiLh,op
pf Meaux., I wiilied much to fpeak of him

ill my pref~ce, and to exprefs the fenti­
ments with which he has infpiredme; but
be has forbidden me to indulge the wifh ~

~, If yon mention thefe circumO:ances,"
fays he, '~fpeak little of me, exC!ept to.
make it known that I am your friend;
give me no other praife:" thus delicately
gratifying my feelings, while he fhuns eveIl
the legitimate enjoyment of a tribute due
to him. ,In obeying his injunClion, how­
~ver, I have a delight in obferving, that the
letter itfelf difplays the fpirit and charatl:er
of the writer mo.re forcibly than could the
warmeft language of my pen.

It is well known to my friends, that I
;arly proferred my abhorrence of the cruel­
ties attendant upon the ftate of Oavery,

___cr1
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I beg leave to
obferve, that it is not my opinions but
things that are changed; I am ftilt an ene­
my to cruelty. Previous to the French
revolution, I was an enthufiall: for freedom,
but

.'

Throughout the work, but particularly in
the lall: part of it, umbrage may poffibly be
taken by fome men who will meet paffages
and faas, of which they will deem the ex­
pofure a kind of facrilege.

randifement, 1
icular allufion, and

That
4 the
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i£ls to the interior fecurity of their country,

ions and government of the various clafi"es '

al improvement of its morals, religion and

.
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SUCCINCT HISTORY

OF

J A M A leA.

wrote it, Xaymaca, (fignifying the
land of fprings,) is a link belonging to that
chain of inands, which, under the denomi­
nation of the Weft Indies, extends from the
fhore of Florida north, to the mouths of the
Oronoko fouth. It is Gtuated in the Atlan­
tic ocean, about four thoufand miles fouth­
weft of England. At the diftance of thirty
leagues to the north, lies the ifland of Cuba•.
About the fame diftance to the eaft, is Hif­
paniola j to the weft, the Gulph of Hon­
duras; and to the fouth, Carthagena, on
the great continent of South America, diC­
tant one hundred and forty- five leagues.

9' The
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The centre of Jamaica lies in about I go 12'

north latitude, and in longitude about
760 45'. weft from I.ondon; it meafu~es

in length one hundred and fifty miles; and
in breadth not quite one-third of its length.

The day follow­
ing, he landed and took polfeffion of it, after
an inconfiderable conflict with the natives,
whom !;le foon found means to conciliate.

ountered fuch tempefiuous weather off

.
This harbour ftill retains the name of Chrif­
topher's Cove. But he did not efcape this
tempeft without fofs; hvo ve{fels, out of
a fmall fquadron confifting but of four,
perilhed at fea; and thofe with which he

efcaped,

/

/
/
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~apet\,

It is foreign t-o l'he
-delign of this iketeh, to give a -detatlel!
account0f the ad.entures, {ufferings, -and
~OPtittKIe ,fi{ t!his extraordinary -man. la
this-emgency,rns courage and ·fag-acity had
-full foope for exercife: he :inventeti -means
·of rafety, and combined materials 'for
-efcape j 'by the fuperiorforce ofa firm,-in.
-geriious, and contrwing mind, he extricated
;himfclf from an '-irrilated and -hazardous
-ftatej 'uudeprelfcd Iby -the :cIeteftable con-
-duct of the Governor of FIifpaniola, .Alo
'l'efufed-oo fucconrhim -;unfubdued by the
preffure of hunger and -ncknefsj undif­
'U1~ed by the revolt of 'his own followers,
u the defea:ion .of-the natives. Overcom­
-ing obftac1es that feemed almoft infuperable,
-after a year of fatigue, adverfity, and exile,
'he·efreB:ed -his -efcape from Jamaica. -It ~
painful, 'nowever,to relate, that 'his 'P!iva-...
tions -and efforts during this period, heigbt-
enedby -the ingratitude of ,the Spariilft
monareh, put an cnd 'to 'his life foon after
.his ·enfuing return -to ·Europe. :But death
&:ouldnot -extingnifh his renown,· or tarnilh
<tbe luftre of ·his ilthieYemcmts.-

VOL. 1. b Not
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Not many years after his deceafe, hia
~ldeft fon Diego, the intrepid heir of his
fortunes, being deprived of his rights, and
defrauded or defpoiled of his property by
the bafenefs of Ferdinand, inftituted a fuit
for the recovery of both, before the eouncil
for the Indies at Seville. It is to the ho­
nor of this tribunal, that he obtained a
decifion againft the fovereign. His interefts
were furthermore ftrengthened foon after,
by a marriage with the niece of Frederic
the Great Duke of Alva. Diego Colum­
,bus, tbus fortified by law and alliance, un~
dertook a voyage to enforce his claims in
tbe Weft, Indies; and, in the month of
July 1508, he arrived with a fplendid
retinue in the ifland of Hifpaniola. But
foon after his arrival, it was difcovcred
that the king had not only parcelled out
into two diftinCl governments all the conti-'
nent which had been difcovered by his fa­
ther'; but that Jamaica alio was fpecially
annexed to thofe feparate jurifditl:ions. It
Wa& deftined to be a place of refrefiunent
for the crews of veffels palling b~tweeo.

Europe and the Weft Indies: but Diego..
deeming fuch a grant of the Hland invalid,

and
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and a direCl violation of his right, vigo­
rouOy purfued meafures to refift or elude it.·
He alferted his claim to Jamaica. In the
month of November 1509, he -detached
thither. feventy men under the cOtnmand
of Juan de Efquivel j a gallant foldier and
an h~nourable man. Among other de­
monftrations of fJquivel's clement temper
and generous difpofition, a fignal inftance
is related of his conduCl: towards Ojeda.
This .haughty Spaniard had been invefted
by Ferdinand with authority in one of the
governments before mentioned. When Ef­
quivel was proceeding to Jamaica, Ojeda,
then in Hifpaniola, publicly threatened,
that if he found him on that Hland when
he returned from the continent, he would
hang him up as a rebel. But his own
voyage proved extre~ely difa£lrous, and
terminated in iliipwreck on the inhofpita­
bIe coaft of Cuba. Efcaping the fea, he
found himfelf in -danger of perifhing on
{hore. In this £late of dejeClion and jeo­
pardy, recolleCling that Efquivel was in
Jainaic'a, he contrived to apprize him of
his difirefs; and implored his fuccour.
E~-quivel afforded it effeClually, and with-

b 2 out
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out·helitation. He (ent an ofllc:er of rat1k
to 'condutl: him from Cuba to Jamaica.
There he received .him with 'tendernefs,
treated him 'with 'difiintlion, and difmiffed
him with honour. fIt is pleaflng'to learn,
that'Ojeda apprecictteo this generous con­
dua, and -was ever after truly grateflil
to :his benefaCtor. Under the fway of
a chief tbus humane and 'placable, ,it may
beprefumed, that the natives of Jamaica
fcarce1y feIt the yoke of foreign' fUbjecHon.
~Accotdingly, we are informed by a Spanilh
hiftorian of credit, that " the affairs of Ja­
maica went on profperou{]y, 'becaufe Juan
de Efquive1 having brought' the'natives tQ

fubmiffion without anyefl"ufion of' blood,
they laboured in planting cotton, and raif­
ing other commodities, which yielded great
'profit." It is to be, regretted, that fuch a
leader furvived but a few years. 'H~ died
in his government, and was buried at
SevUla Nueva, a tow'n which .be 'had
fou·nded.

Succeeding governors refufing to profit

from the mild wifdom of his policy, feemoo
rather



( ~ )
ra~~ to vi~. in crQ.~ltJy. with th~ SpanHh
gQvernofs o( Hj.fpaRipla" who were np.w:

dcfQIaJ,ing tha~ nI¥1dl. The galling y;oke
~ itpu mi,nds of th~ feveral SganiJ.}l go~

y.ernors who fucceeded each other~ the
death of EfquiVf:l, ir,ritated the meek,Ipdis.n~,
and provokc;d and p~l?etuated fJ,Qftijity.
Carnag~ ftai~d:

wret~hed nat~ves: fu~

d~P.line aJld·~aics

. Thia gentle anel harmlef$
people, emigrated anciently from, the ~t
laive of the Mexican empire. It
!;iy Sir Waiter R.aJeigh, that they belong"!

The Dumb~of
nabiveIndiaras;who on the fidlarrival of Co­
Iambus inhabited Hifpan3.ola, Cuba, Port,o..
Rico and Jamaica, amounted to more thall
two..ullions. In min.d,booy, m~maersJan4

habits, and particularly iD refpect of their
food, this race diEered from that of their in"!'
vetera.te foe thefierce and warlike Charaibes,
who. were cann~lWs. Both men and wo-

b 3 men



( xxii )

men in Cuba, Hifpaniola,' and JamaiclI,
\vore a flight covering of cotton cloth
round the waift.

bro~n

.

Poffeffing the means, ina
fertile foil and genial climate, of gratifying
every inclination with light labour j'

e
In many of

their cuftoms and inftitutions, particularly
in their national fongs and dances, their
domeftic economy, their fyftem of govern­
ment, and their funeral ceremonies, they
refembled the natives of the South Sea
illands.

In
agriculture, they were greatly fupenor to
the Otaheiteans ,: pofreffing with them al..

moft

..
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maR: every variety of vegetable nature, the'
breadfruit excepted" they rai.fed the maize
and the maniock in abundance; and had
the {kill to water their lands from diftant
rivers.

.
Among their domeftic utenfils and furni­
ture, Martyr fpeaks with admiration of
earthen ware ornamented with accurate
images of living animals, chairs of ebony
beautifully wrought, curiouOy woven beds,
and ingenious implement8 of hufbandry.
The induftry and ingenuity of this race,
muft have exceeded the meafure of their
wants. Placed in a medium between favage
life, properly fa called, and the refinement
of poli£hed fociety, they welle perhaps
equally exempt from the bodily diftreff'es
and fanguinary paffions of the former con­
dition, and from the artificial neceffities,
reftraints, and folieitudes of the latter. But
whether fuch was er was not their condi­
tion,

the human rac



~xcrcifed

. .

Notwithllaading fuch tl.firuaion of the
natives, and the fiate of hoi1ility that CUI­

Wed after the death of Efquivel, it a~pcal18

tha.t in 15?-3" Fr.a.ncis De Gara.1, tIN: Spa.­
nifh go:vernor. of .Jamaica,- fitted out aa
expedition for tb:e conqucft. of Pan\Kot
ignorant tbat it lwLaheady been conquer~Q

and anne:ud ta the other cmatineRta.l~

felflCn8 ef Sp&i&.

~n<liaM;. Sulith;a
fume de~hcQ f.oIn !Ibis iHand.,. at tbe cnd
~f th~teen years only after tbe Spaniatds
had fettle4. in, it, demonfttates itsr progref­
five culture a~d Dew population. The
t.own of Sev:i1la Nuev;a. bcfol'c.mentiooed,
was built on the fcite of the Indian villace
Maima, contiguous to t~ PQtt DQW £alled
St. Aun's har,baur. It probably foon. at­

tained fame confideration. Ita. impoctancc
at fome period, may be io£erred from the
veftiges of a Spaniih cathedral and monaf.
tcry, difcovered gzr examined by Sloane in

the
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the year. r68&. It i.alm indkared1 bra
pa.~ment,.tmt was difco-.ened; r.eaching to

the diftaDce of two miles &om clm chmdi..
Slaane, who at that time carefully exa­
JDinedJ dl.8~ga~ of thift.cathedraJ, then
entIire, and like.wife celltatD. building mate.­
rial. pf wrought {lone.,. manifeBjy prepaIlell
for fome otber edifice diat was not el!eCl:ed,
entertained. aa opinion that thefe buHditlgs
had not been finilheef. A· traditioll ftiIl
pr.rvails in the illand,. that

fuddea~

~ It is
c:ertain, that f~om..fome ~deq,uac-e ca.ofe-~ BOW

difputed Ol' unknown" it! cful not. g1aclu~ltJ
. decay, but was depopulated fud<ienL'yi,while
in an unnni£he'd fbare, .long. before eke
EnglHh conqueft of Jamaica. T~, Clalatl1~"

which it is fuppofed. .ddOlatcd SeviUa
Nueva, extended to M.elilla, a {mall ..illag.
fituated about eleven leagues to the eafh.
ward of the former, at the hacbour now:
called Port Maria. The frate of thefe pl&C'l&
cau!ed the eftabliiliment of

no~

who upon. the
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.

Twenty years after the death of Diego,
it furnHhed the title of Marquis t,o his fon
and heir: .e received it in the year J 545,
from the emperor' Charles the V. and with
it a grant of the whole Wand in perpetual
fovereignty, as an hereditary fief of the
crown of Cafiile.

i{rue~

By
the revolution in 1640, which placed John
Duke of· Braganza ~>n the throne of Portu­
gal,

This fuccefsful ftrug­
gle of the Portuguefe, after many families
of their nation had fettled in Jamaica, under
the patronage of de Gelver and the Bra­
ganza's, probably excited that jealoufy and
hatred of the SpanHh [ettlers towards the
Portuguefc, mentioned by BIonie, who fays

, . the
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the old [etders abhorred the new.

.

aged St~

We now approach the period, w
during the protetlorate of Cromwell, Ja.­

. The war of extermination
which the Spaniards bad begun to wage
againfi the wretched natives, has already
been alluded: it was profecuted with un­
relenting perfeverance. The extent of the
havoc is lefs known by the details of hif­
tory, than by melancholy tradition con­
firmed by modern difcoveries.
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th~YIbdQn~

. Shut up
in. there reeelfes when driven from· the
coaO!, multitudes of the natives d0ubtlefs
~e~by famine., t-<> evade the edge Gf
the' fword. peoJilla~

e~(d

SS,
The SpaIliard~ Wid, now

polfe{[ed Jamaica. a. century and a half ~

yet at that time, not more than "fifteen
hundred white iahabitants (fays Penn in
hi, examination before tbe pJiote&r's
cOWlcil) were found on it."

redth-part of the land

A numJiler of naves had been
introduced foon after the deplorable extinc­
tioo of the natives j but the floth of both

ma.fiers and flaves 'when the Eogli!h landed,
was extreme. Their principal export~ be.
fides cocoa, confifted only of hogs,.lanl and
hides. The fale of thefe articles, and fup.
plying with provifions a few veffels that
touched at the poits of Jamaica, conftituted
the fum and circle of its commerce. Tho

Spanifh



( :ala: )

SpanHh.i1lanilers, :uneducated, unpolifhlld,
anti ~indole~t, 'pafI"ed -their d&ye \in !gloom
and .infipidity, enfeebled by fluggHhndfs,
and HepreLred 1>y poverty. Such was'their
ptogrem.ve degeneracy,'that all.tra:ces :of'the
ability, valour, ontcrpriu, and .perfenrance
of their ancef1:ors, thore mighty adven­
tUtel's, 'who Qddeda new hemifphere ~to-the

SpanHh dominion, f.eamed .oblitcrrated t2nd
extin:a:. ·And there fertl'ers, though iun·
fiained like their anc:efiors by guilty -ani..
bition or unpitying '.cruelty, might ;have
fallen vidims to the vengeance.oftheir, own
.&ves, if the proteaor~s conqueft bad 'been
lnUCh longer delayed.

retain'~d re-eftab~{herl·,the

·Portuguef'e.; ,who by intrigU'e, or money,
prevailed on him to pufh 'to extremi~y

therighis of~onqueft·in'thisinfian~. ·But
the, impolic-y' 'Of .filth rigour became evi­
dertt. ·This' lcverity operating upon .a.llace,
who ,having 'bad lltde,intercourfewith
Europe,uow ·.knew no otker country.:but
-}a:miica;" and ~ it, being j heightened by -tbe
:(on-'ifcation of,all' their: propeny, it excited
'ind-igAationand .fiimulated revenge. in

there
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thefe feelings and attempts, they were fe..
conded by their fiaves.

ifh ,

We have already mentioned the growth
of Spanifh Town. . If, as Blome relates, it
contained, prior to the conqueft). two thou­
fand houfes, two chapels, and an abbey;
at fome period not very remote, an impor­
tant diminution in the number of the white
inhabitants mufl: have taken place.

Portu~

Of the other
principal fettlements at this time, the chief
appears to have been Port Royal. To the
weft was Port Efquivel, or Old Harbour.
From Old Harbour to Punto Negrillo, the
weftern part of the illand, the territory on
the [ea coafl: being chiefly Savanna, abound­
ed with horned cattle, but was uncultivated.
Returning cafi:ward to the Hato de Ligua­
nea, north of Port Royal, there was alfa an
c]ttenfivc Savanna, fertile in excellent tim..

7 ber,
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ber, and fwarming with horfes and wild
cattle. Eaftward of Liguanea was the Hato
Ayala, now called the Yallows; and conti- '
guous to this, the Hato Morante,then chiefly
remarkable for wild hogs and cattle in a­
Imndance;
lements, it appears that the whole north

.

:
althoug

to

.

ial array and exaCl: difcipline.
o{fefl"ed SpaniIh fetders, who eluded the

1ive negroes, who though naves are often

recd~s. On the arrival of troops in
force, they difappeared: frill, however, lurk.
iog in ambuili ~ear the fettlements, and ac-

quainted
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quaintad with rfue ,country, they not t>ril-y

chaAIfed tile 'Engliili ,by perpetual alarms,
-by;fetting fire to buildings 'l'effiote from the
"gauifcn,

f, but
,they aanally -intercepted and maffacred
~ilhout pity,filmoft every 'individual that
-wntured ,to ramble into -the country; ,-and
ftmgglerscontinued in jeopardy for ifo~e

time after the conqueft of Jamaica. Vena­
bles 'and lPenn foon failed for 'England,
ana'Major General Fortefcue remained at
the ~head of the military. But it appears
that 'Gromwell rent out Major Sedgwick,
uniting with him other commiffioners
for the joint exercife of civil authority.
Thore 'commiffioners dying foqn after their
arrival,Bedgwick,intimidated perhaps by
the deceafe ofhis -colleagues, declined acting
alone: ·upon 'which .the principal officers
confiitutetl themfeIves :with Sedgwick, a
fupreme executive council for managing
the-general lfff'airs of the ifland. Fonefcue
was'appointed "prelident.

Odo­
16)5. 'But 'Fortefcue dying fhortly

-afterward~J -Colonel 'EdwartlD'Oyley, the
2 next
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Jlext officer in command, was ·chofen to
Cucceed him. How well foever this mea....
Cure was adapted to abate the tigour of
martial law, and to govem peaceable men
in ordinary times, it proved' Infuflicient fur
.the exigenciea of that period!

.
Th~r perverfe difobedience ;to their fupe­
rior ,officera~ and incorrigible mifcondufrt
have not often been .e~ceeded. They Dot
only defttoyed wantonly, aDd alIrioft en~

tirely,

pl~ted .
This temper and conduCl: has been attri.
buted to an opinion faid to be entertained
on the part of the foldiers, that the protee­
tor had detached them from England to
remain in the Weft Indies, and maintain
the conqueft of Jamaica by fettlement. It
is alfo atrerted, that fame of the fubaltc=rn
officers fympathifed with them in fuch fen­
timenta j and conceiving that the augment­
edexpence of feeding them fro~ En,laod
. VOL. I. c " mig.J\t

\
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might induce Croawell to abandon Ja­
maica, encouraged Alhefcexcefrcs. Othen
!uppofe that this refraClory fpirit bad ita
nrigin in a ftron« aver60D ;on the part of
dt~ foldi..,~!u~rn8,Jwho w~re chieiy
rep\1bli~8, ~p ~ic CDJl~nder D~Oyley.

a.o iJ;KrepW. rp,alift in po~ital feDtinieot.
f:ertain itia,.t4at tw.o of their officers be.
mg deteaed in muUnbU8 pra&i.c~, w~r.e

tried by a CDurt martial,~ 1hot' UDder ita
{eDtence. On &is occaflOd

~a.inft

difr~garcled

hey were <leaf
to rel1'1o~drance,1=lt.ey rellOUnced authority~

and de6ed tlle employmeRt of force;
n~

But 41 :few montm only had elapfed
before the eft~b o£ this mad condua: en·"
fued in .a farclty approaching to'

prd.Tu~·

fuc:h extremity,- that
~ven {flakes

~agtrly Difeaffi
.aml ,o~apm. foUo~d. During a confi~

J I ' 4erable
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de.r~bh: fpac~ of time, 140 ~very wee~:

otb~r, ~rWhed

by ~ ~pidemic li~ !l
~ence. But the proteClor being f9QP
appr.iz~ of the calamity awl ,~ c;Lufce,
~[t~ hi,rpfelf with pro~titud~.tor~;ye

bp~h. 'DHlruflful of D'Oyley, ,be fupa­
fed~d him; and havingappo~d Colonel
BrayAC cqinpwlder in chief ovq' the iH.q~,

)le difpatch!ed hi~ in a ,fleet of tranfpo~
with fuppl~s, and 1 Q90 recl1lits fw 1~

maica. fa.ij~d

oa~" :pecem~r1956

Nevi.:w~ ~S09

ro.n. hat! .
ti~aJ~

~d~

aumphr~y

e~ fJl~able eD.~9uragemen~, fa.r~

ftf$gthen~d Jamai~ wi~h in~\lQ:rioPo:S

~e New~ngland ~f1

Betinud~ .

Colonel BrayoQ, ~ his arr.i~ f~u~

diifenfion, difeafe, .Ild, c;onf\1fi9Q, pl'e~~g
(hroU$h9U~ his gOT~en.t. l'hfJugh en..

c ~ dawed

"
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dowed. with fagacity to difcern the {OUrce8

of the evils he came to carrell, and fur­
nifhed with means for correB:ing them, he
was deficient in pratl:ical vigour and forti.
tude.

His fears, or precautions to
preferve himfelf from difeafe, proved fatal
-to him. He died {hardy after his arrival.
But prior to that el'ent, he fent for D'Oyley
and invefted him with his own complete
authority. This brave officer, to whofe
-fumnefs, military {kill, and afcendency OTer
the minds of thofe whom he commanded,
the Britilh nation owe the poffeffion of
Jamaica, having been fuperfeded as before

.mentioned, weighed the obftacles to fuccers,
'and entered upon his charge with modeft re­
Iutl:ance. B~ayne,

her to Fleetwood, flating the wants of his
-government, the difficulties of his fituation,

. For­
.tunately, CromwelI at laft became fenfible
: of his merit, and c fi ed .

His
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His ability had foon freili {cope for exer­
cife.

ure, invaded the ifiand with thiny com­
infa~try.

of Cuba,
with ordnance, ammunition, engineers, and
eight months provifion for this expedition.
He landed on the north fide of the inand,
at the port of Rio Nuevo, and twelve days
elapfed before D'Oyley beard of his inva.
fion. Apprized of it, he inftantly fe1ea:ed
750 of his beft troops, to repel this formi.
dable attempt. The expedition being by
fea, fix weeks elapfedbefore' he reached
Rio Nuevo.

But the gallant­
D'Oyley, landing at the head of his well­
difciplined band, immediately attacked the
Spaniards in their intrenchments, carried
the principal' fortrefs by a vigorous affauJt,

after the lofs of his ftores, ord.·
Dance, .ammunition, and colours. .

c 3
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.

a. After this decHi-\'e expioit; D'Oyley
matliCefted ~qual. abllity in .a prudent' and
vigorous adminifiration of civil affairs. The
aimy hecame more.health.y, the new fettlers
made fud:efsful efforts in planting, the ar.
arrival offeveral ihips fCj>f traffic fiimuIated.

induftry, and the dawn of.future profperity
began to appear. But notwithftanding the
'9igo d pniden<;:e of D'Oyley,

yet a­
,'

The­
remnant of thefe fugitives, even after­
D'Oyley h3d quelled their array and ex­
torted a form of fubmiffion from a part of
'heir leader~ through the expert audacity

of
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of he em­

Num.
bers of them ehlded the; purfuers, fpurned
fubrriillion, and were nurtured in habits of
{poliation arid miiCliie£·

~.

Havlng ItlcMentally meIido8ed the Buc~

cannetrii, a SViliiih term, implYing hunters
and:aot feameo, a brief notice f)fthem may
be proper· here, as it is Ihtefted'by concur..
ring-aMhQrities, that much-of ·the profpenty
of the; ,ijlanfl, in' :.early times after ~rOm ...
wen~ 'C0flilueftof it; is akrihable to 'them.
Tbe·or~of,

fterile;fl~nd, ,:ntilatet1 within:a'
Pai~ ltifpariiala~ D'Oy'ley in­

lfited'al'ld employed them at full to aB: in
lbe woods, agami the wild runaway ne-

e 4- groes.
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groee. . He afterwards countenanced them,
perhaps from motives of policy, to couo..
terpoife the power, or over-awe the turbu..
lence ofthe republican portion of the feulers
or foldiery. For although the confpiracy
of Colonels Raymond and Tyfon to cir..
cumvent and depofe him had been froftra..
ted, and by the prompt trial and military
execution of thofe Oliverian ring-leaders in
mutiny, the immediate hazard of comin~
tion and revolutionary confliQ in, the
colony was averted» vigour and fignal
addrefs were mu requifite to maintain difd..
pline, and enrure obedience.

ers, , even
after the reftoration of Charles the Second,
when the royaIifts were predominant, and
held the fituations of dignity, truft or profit
in the colony, almoft exclufively. But what
motives foever might infl\Jen~ D'Oyley,
it is certain t~t the Buccaneers receive4
fuch. countenan<;e froJU him and fucceedinC

6 governors,
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go~etnor8. that thenceforward, in periods
of hoftility, arid efpecially during the
Spaniih war which was terminated by
the

became the chief place of
refort for privateers in the Weft Indies, and
the grand repofitory of their prizes and
plunder. The Buccaneers were encouraged
by the community as well as the govem­
ment; by the aftIuent fupplied with the
means of equipment, and by the indigent
enforCJed with finews for combat: armed
veffe)s being provided, their creWi were
foon recruited by acceffions from the need,
or adventurous, the difcontented or the
bold. Republican recruits on the illand
were found already drilled for danger: and
IDally who were debarred from influence
or authority at home, afTociated with the
Buccaneers to raviili wealth from abroad.
Their unbridled impetuofity often alarmed
even thofe whom they befriended: their
deed$ and invincible valour terrified the ad­
verfaries whom they fubdued. The renown
of many feats ofthofe veteran fea-rovers,
is to this day echoed by traditionary tale.
told 4u~d accredited in every illand of the

Weft:
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Weft Indies. But the SpanHh people.
navigation" and fetdement8 throughout tho
illes, feas, and continent of South America,
were generally the objetls of their rapacious
hoftility.

P.irates feldom or never
"TOW their enterprizes. But the brilliant
fucceffe8 of p.uticular privateer-men. they
themfelves exulted to relate, and the brief
annals of their time tranfmit to us.

The mot\: ek­
traordinary . aIYCl diftinguHhed; among th~

Buteaneera was· Henry ,Mor-gan, a 'man
def~en<kd from· humbJe parents among
the farmers ofJGlamorganfilire. Rambling
while a youth, to Briftol, he accidentally
met with the commander of a trading velfel
bound to Btrbadoes, and being aCluated by
an adventuroua "fPirit, bargained for a paf-

f,ge
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fige by indenringhitnftlf to· fetVa a· plaIner
for' fGur years after bit arrival in that
iDand. He arrive~, fulfilled hill engage­
ment with fidelity, and on the expiration of
its term proceeded to Jamaica, and entered
on hie careu ofprivateering.. Attera fue:cef.
lion of pr~fpero)1&and altnotl:: u.nparallelled .

. cl~ion6, llQ ·fe.ttlad :hl ja_iCalQn tllc tetmi­
nation of tbe:. wat be\wcen, England and
S~JJ,J."~linq1Jithed.therpqrf-ut.of privateer­
ing, and tunlit1g his _mind, tOJagri,ult\ll'Ci
became an. indUi\riova platltM..

8· {..creign·
who; aci:cnding, to Sir Willi... Beefton,
prelerved a gQOd, uDdc;rftlDdiilg with· fuo.
cefsful'Bw:canecrs, and ·deigned toa~ a
ponlon.of thClil' .booty.,

u" a­
~md£n.illr

exeeu~ £:both natioB&

.' It i...uoplcafiog.
to felate, that .thiaextraordinary man, after
fuch a difplay of valout and .civil conduct.
was

committed
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.

But to return to the government of
D'Oyley j we find, about the time of the
death of CromwelJ,

, re
to Many of there
perhaps foreCaw a re-eftablUhment of the
monarchy, and apprehending punifhment
in England for their culpable conduCl,
fOught refuge in a diftant community, ori.
ginally compofed of Cromwell'a adherents.
Nor were fuch difappointed j for after the
reftoration, thore of this defcription who
filently fettled here, .remained unmolefted.

e was inftruaed
to releafe t~e army from military fubordi..
nation, crea courts of juftice, and with the
advice of a council to be eleCted by the in­
habitants to legifiate for them.

eftabli1h~eDt g~
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and when D'Oyley
foon after refigned his Gtuation, confidence
and fecurity were ftill farther extended by
his fucceffor,

b
of land u

p~ntatioDs,

ept coin and bullion) to Jamaica, from

lared free denizens

Purfuant to the fpirit Qf tbi.
proclamation, the governor wu inftruacd
to call an affembly, to be indUFerently
chofen by the people at large, to pafs law.
for their own internal government. But in
the beginning of the 'year 1678, another
fyftem of legiflation was adopted' by the
king, or his miniftersfor the Hland ; frarqed
in conformity to the conftitution of Ireland
under Poyning'a aa. A new bodyoflawa
was prepared by tile privy council of Eng..

. land.
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land. 'The Earl of C<trUUF: wa~ topftit~~

cbiefgovernor, Md fllt);t ~"I' 't9, ftQ.fwqG it:.
The whole oode, indladibga eiU for fcttling
a perpetUal revenue on the crown, his lord­
ihip ofml'4d to the alfembly, reqt1iri~ them
to adopt it without alteration 6f8lQlaJJJl~

ment. . But the aH"embly indignanlly ib

je&ed ,it- ,No menKCI 'could {rjgbt~

hribtaaJriupt, or Wl'hiary pufuadetlwm
to 41MDnQ the fyiellJ..: Q>lonel Loog, thee
chitfj~ofthe illaacl, 'and a .ember of
the 40uncW, was, muell diftingu~d by the
pmiotifin, fonitude, aed ablility with watch
he ~flfted du: _tempt. To p.dniili this
00dtUmacy, 'the gcwelUOI" V'Matedhis feat in
·eeuneil. fuperftded him ~ ~hi,f juftice,
and finally' (om-eyed: him tu England ~ a
Rate prifoner. But 'Colonel Long being
h~ 'before tbeking an4 privy Cl>un­

en.. fo aily demonftrat~.th.ee\tilteIldency

of th~new code in Jamalca, that the En'gliQl
minifters,'tbougb r(lu6bntly, abandoned it.
TheitideUberadve powers were rcftored t~

the Alrembly ~ and I. favO\H"ite chUtf ma.
gifirate, SirThomas Lynch, fueceeded Lord
CarliBe in the govornrnent; Bu~ akhough
it was flOW hoped iQ JalJ)lita, that flIi ~aufe

,of
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U future conreft with the crown for politi­
cal immunitiea was done away, the event
proved that'thil hope was fallacious.

~hieBy ~

11lands
f,..m.

The miniiera, for dmpping a
pcmicious project, expel!\:ed the voluntary
graot of· Jl permanent revalUe. But the
AiTemliy rcmuned 1JbconYizuzed, .and in­
&exibly adhered to the Illode.of an annual
fuppjy-biH; This Defufal was met by &

Cpbit of Yindidive policy. The fovereign
was advifed tf) withhold his aReDt fromatts
er the legijlature, 011 wbieb many impel"'"
tant judicial determimtioriS in the colony
i;\v1 Oeen.groutH1ed. Thui the royal cc:m.
fumation ,of the laws &vaS Wavecl, and the:
adminiittaticm of juftke; _ing fifty years,
l".CImlioed on this precaricl~ footing in the
Ulaoo. &ch was 'the aauai lituation of
the inhabitants until the rear I7Z8J when
• compromife was ,lappi1y dtedeL1, Aud a

revenue
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revenue at\ pafi"ed which was con6..PIJled by
the king. The~Affembly confented to fettle
on the crown, an irrevocable permanent
revenue of 8000 I. per annum; chiefly
uPQn three leading conditWns: I~ That
the quit-rents within the ifland (then efti­
mated at 1460 I. per annum) iliould confti..
tute a part of fuch revenue: .2dly, That the
body of the laws enaCled by the legifiatuR
of Jamaica, ihould receive the royal a1fent:
and, 3dly, That all fuch laws and ftatutes
ef England as had been at any tim~

efteemed, introduced, ufed, accepted, or
received as lawI in the illand, ihould be and
continue laws of Jamaica forever.

1687,

The noble
governor exhibited a fpecimenof the arbi.
trary fpint of thore times, "y arrefting a
member of the Alfembly, for having repeat..
ed in debate, the ancient maxim, 80/.J
populi fuprema lex. He afterwards fined
J1im 600/. far this offence, :and ditfolved

. the
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the Affembly.

ure in Jamaica, by entering into partner­
1hip with Sir William Phipps, who had dif..

.covered the wreck of a Spaniili plate fhip
that had been {handed in 1659, on a fhoal
to the north eall: of Hifpaniola. :ay the
efforts of fltiIful divers fent out in floops
from Jamaica, twenty-fix tons of fiIver
were faid to be recovered.

Its duration was £hort, and though
many buildings were damaged, few were
ruined, and none difappeared. The year
enruing was memorable for the revolution
which placed King William and his confort
on the Britiili throne. Their title was
immediately recognized, and they were
joyfully proclaimed in Jamaica.

ointed governor, and in the war which
eofued, King William being at the head of
the confederacy againll: France, the Earl
had orders to detach a .maritime force
againft the .French fettlemcnts In Hifpa-

VOL. I. d niola.
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niola.

{hort time after this period, when the

pered in riches, a tremendous earthquake

s.
On the 7th of June, between the hours of
ten and eleven o'clock A. ~1. the concuffion
began. Three dHlinCl: fhocb, each more
terrible than the preceding one, in the
fpace of a few moments 11100k down, funk,
and overwhelmed two thirds of its ben:
edifices. Solid wharves, fpacious ware­
houfes, fumptuous habitations, the property
or the rdidence of the moll: eminent plant­
ers and merchants, almoll: immediately dif.
appeared.

The fpires on
the fummits only of the loftier, were yifi.
b!e, intermingled with the mafts of {hips
nranded among them. The Swan frigate
had been hove down to careen. In a mo­
ment this £hip righted by a fudden ruIh of
water, and was driven over the tops of
deluged llouf~s. Numbers of the inhabi.:.

tants
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tlnts who had emerged again after being
fwallowed up, efcaped a fecond peril, and
.were preftrved by getting an board this
wreck. A refpeClable hiftorian of the iiland
obferves, that the town of Port Royal" was
chiefly built on a bank of rand adhering to
,- rock in the fea, and that a flight concuffion,
aided by the weight of the buildings, might
have aecomplilhed its deftruClion."

From the fummits or fides of the principal
mountains the fhocks detached mighty
maffes of the foil, which in certain fitua­
tions, with whole groves of timber, were
precipitated upon the lower grounds.

~oaked

ch~

. In the territory called the Yallows,
d 2--' :., a mountain
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a mountain cracked and divided. A fepa­
rated part fell into the vale below, and
overwhelmed feveral inhabited fettlements.
In another quarter, a proprietor retaining
poLfeffion of his ground, found his whole
eftablHhment removed from, its former
fituation. On the north fide of the ifland,
a thoufan:l acres of land funk at once in
mafs, and with a number of perfons, were
fubmerged in a deep pool. At PaLfage
Fort, not one houfe was left ftanding; and
but one in all Liguanea.

r of houfes built in a low compaCl ftile
one

. Of the
white inhabitants, computed (from an enu­
meration . taken a few years before the
event,) to be about fixteen thoufand, three
thcufand periilied by this earthquake. Nor
did the efl"eCls of fo dreadful a vifitation
ceafe, when the territory of Jamaica no
longer trembled. The furvivors took refuge
in tents and huts in the vicinity. Such
habitations were incommodious. They did
not well protetl: the refugees from a vertical
fun and unwholefome exhalations. Many

8 alfo
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aIfo were dejeCled by the death of friends,
and the extinaion of fortune. They
brooded over the terror of pail: calamity,
and anticipated future privation. Scanty.
diet enfeebled the body: gloom enervated
the mind. From a combination of caufes,
phyfical and moral, difeafe enfued, aggra..
vated by contagion.

opulated Jamaica.

Scarcely had thofe who were not viClims
to the earthquake or fever, recovered from
this calamitous conditios, when they were
menaced by a different .danger.

1500

ieur Du Caffe, commandant of that ifland,
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Such directions were obeyed with alacrity
and barbarous precifion. The account given
to the fecretary of ftate by the governOft

alleges that the invaders perpetrated tht!
moft fhocking enormities; man-acre, and
wanton conflagration. The militia had
been drawn to the capital from that part of
the Wand. Fatigued, and. fated with ruin
and ravage, the French detachment at
length, after feizing about one thoufand
negroes, re-imbarked with their plunder.
The fquadron then failed to Carlifle Bay,
and Du CaLfe landed in the parHh of Vere.
At the head of his forces he attacked aboUt
two hundred militia; defenders of a mife­
rable breaft-work.

enant Dawkins being killed, and others

Thefe, though they had
marched thirty miles without refrelhment,
immediately charged the French with fuch
energy and effea, as changed the fortune of

the
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the day. re~

pr~mifcd

ween the

The Legillature,
thCi..t Coon after affcmbled at Kingfion~

authorifed diiburfements from the public
treafury for the relief of the indigent [uf­
ferers; ano paiTed a refolmion recommend­
ing that the inhabitants fhould forfake the

I fcite of Port Royal, and remove to Kingfion.
I-rom that time, KingO:on rafe into unrival­
led confideration in the iIland.

172'1.
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of a vaft property which had been accumu..
lated in the towns, or vefted in the efta.
bJilhment of feulements in the country.
Having thus briefly ftated fome leading
Circumflances, profperous or adverfe, con.

neCled with the early hiftory of Jamaica,
we conclude this part of our defign, and
haften to flate its condition in modern
times. Prior to this attempt it !bould not
be forgotten, that among the fouices of the
early profperity of Jamaica yet unnoticed~

nduf­
trious

:

The fruits
of the £kill and induftry of thofe migrators
remain j and their pofierity inherit many
valuable eRates on this Wand. Similar
advantage in thofe times accrued from the
example of

adoes; and conferred durable bene~ts

J;Ilen~,
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ment. And to there may be fuperadded,
the fteady fiream of. wealth that Bowed
into the iiland~ and was diffufed annually
from 1690, for many years by the eftablHh­
ment of the Aliento contratl", for the fupply
of the Spanilh iilands with negroes.

In our defcription of Jamaica, as it exifts
in modern times, we offer but ·the etching
of an outline. The Wand is now diftributed
into the three counties of Middlefex, Surry,
and Cornwall. In Middlefex are eight
parilhes, one town, and thirteen hamlets.
Sr. Jago de la Vega, or SpanHh Town, is
the capital of the iiland: it is fituated on
the banks of the river Cobre, about fix
miles from the [ea; it is the feat of gO\rern­
ment and qf general judicature; it is
adorned with an handfome palace for the

. relidence of the governor; its inhabitants
of free condition., are five thoufand. The
county of Surry contains [even parifhes,
eight hamlets, and the towns of Kingfton
and Port Royal.

s the commercial metropolis of
Jamaica.
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Many commodious buildings and
convenient houfes are found in it; and of
the latter, fome that approach to magnifi­
cence. Its markets for fith, Belli, an~ vege­
tables are choicely and abundantly fupplied.

'twcnty-f~ven

Port Royal, once the feat of popu­
lation and affluence, has arifen tardily from
its aChes: it conlifts of about two hundred
houfes; its fortifications are {hong, and
preferved in excellent condition. The royal
navy yard~ hofpital and barracks, contribute
to its importance. The county of Corn­
wall contains five pariChes, three towns, and
fix; hamlets. The towns are Savanna-Ia­
Mar, on the [outh fide of the ifland; Mon­
tego Bay and Falmouth on the north.

'178o, by a hurricane and fudden inunda­
About [eventy houfes have fince been

.rebuilt on its fcite. Montego Bay has be­
come an opulent town, and contains at leaft
fix hundred white inhabitants. Falmouth,
or, as it is commonly called, the Point,

fitl1 ated
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fituated on the fouth fide of l\1artrur Brae
harbour, has arifen rapidly and profpers.
It contains upwards of two hundred houCe&.
In the. twenty parifhes of Jamaica, are
found eighteen churches befides chapels..
Each parifh is pro~ided with a rector, who
in lieu of tithes, is fuppOlted by taxes levied
on the inhabitants for this purpofe by the
veftries refpedively. The yearly value of
the church livings varies from 100/. to

1000 I. But a large glebe augments the
value of but one or two of the number.

~ut

The conftitution of JalHaica (with fome
features of difference,) refembles that of the
mother country; moll: of its orders ofjudi­
cature are conftituted like thore of England.
The grand court of the ifland, concentrea
the jurifdiClion of the courts of King\

• This is an account of the cburcll and ecoldiaflical
tegimcn fume years ago: for the aheration that has ben
made iu cccldiaftical affairs, fee '01. 2.lettcr J7.

Bench.

.'~ ___..-.-~s..
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Bench, Exchequer, and Common Plea••
A chiefj uflice for the Wand prefides in this
court. The cmoluments of his fituation
amount to about 3000 I. per·annum. The
affiflant judges, three of whom with the
chief, are neceffary to conflitute a court, are

" ufually plantcIs of eminence, or other gen­
tlemen of the ifland, who afford their judi­
cial fervices gratuitoully. In each parilh

(or precinct confifling of pariLhes) there is
a principal magiflrate, fliled Cufios Rotu­
lorum, who with a body of jufiices, holds
Seffions of the Peace, and Courts of Com­
mon Pleas, where the matter of litigation is
of a certain limited value. The Cufios alfo,
,,,ith two other juflices, the rector and ten
vefttymen, elected by the freeholders, form
the vefiry of each parifh. The vefiries affefs

and appropriate local taxes, and appoint the

colIetling confiables of taxes, both parochial
and general. The Legillature of Jamaica

"is fubdivided into three diflinCl branches.
The Boure of Affembly, or Colonial Com­
mons, confifls of forty-three members:
namely, three for each of the three chief
towns, and two for each of the parilhes. The.

pecumary
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pecuniary qualification ofa member is 300/.
per annum freehold; or 3000 /. per[onal
property, in the ifland. Ten pounds per
annum freehold eftate, qualifies a free white
offull age to vote at an election. In fine, the
Affembly of Jamaica in its formation, mode
of procedure, and extent of privilege, [0

nearly refembles the Houfe of Commons in
'Eo'gland, that a more minute account of its
ftrutl:ure, claims, or authority, is unnecef­
fary. The upper branch of the Legi{}ature
confifts of twelve gentlemen ufually ap­
pointed by the crown; who have pre­
cedency next' to the governor, and are
addrdfed by 'the title of honourable. They
form a _privy council of flate to the gover­
nor; but his proceedings, although contrary.
to the advice of council, are held valid in
the Wand. The council, with the governor,
conftitute a court of errors and appeals
from the grand common law courts, in all
cafes where the fumin litigation amounts
to 300 I. Each member of council is a
juftice ofpeace ex rdficio throughout Jamaica.
Lafily, on the death, or in the abfence of
the governor or lieutenant-governor, the
eldeft member of the council fucceeds

to
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to the government, with the title of Preri­
dent of the Hland.

The Governor of Jamaica, to whom ill
Qfcribed by CUftOID and courtefy the title
of Excellency, is royally appointed by
letters patent, under the great feal of the

,kingdom. He commands the land forces
when no general officer of the fiaff is in·
Jamaica. He has vice admiralty jurifdic..
tion, and grants letters of marque. He!
commifiicns officers of the militia. He ap­
points the judges, and with the concur·
rence of five of the council, he may fufpend
them. He nominates and fuperfedes cuf­
tofes of parifhes, juftices of the peace, and
other civil officers. He has alfo, where the
crown does not difpofe of them, the difpofal
of civil ernployments. The governor in­
ducts clergymen qualified conformably to
the canons of the church, to all church
livings and benefices j and in certain cafes
of abfence, or notorious mifcondua~ fuper­
fedes reaOTS. He grants letters of admi.
nifiration, licences for fchools and for
marriages. In cafes of forfeiture or pe­
nalty incurred by breach of any act rela-

. 10 tive
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tive to trade or reven.uc, he ha.s concurrent
jurifdiClion with the courts of record; and

may~ without the intervention of a jury,
decide all quellions both of law and fact.
The governor is foIe chancellor, and has
cuftody of the great feal of the colony. He
is judge in matters relating to ecc1efiaftical
law. He prefides in the court of errors
and appeals; from whence, however, an
appeal may be l1ad to His MajeO:y in coun­
cil, if the property in litigation is 300 I. ;
and from his deeifions in equity; there lies
a fimiJar appeal. He may reprieve criminals
convicted of rreafon and murder; and ex..
tend His Majefty's gracious pardon to all

oth~r convlCl:ed criminals. He may fuC­
pend members of the council, and fupply

their vaeant feats. He has authority, with
Cld~ice of council, to convoke the affembly
'8.nd appoint the place where the LegiOature
muO: meet. When met, the governor has
a negative voice in every legiOative ordi.
nance prepofed. He can, at will, prorogue,
adjourn, or diffolve the affembly. Befides
emoluments· accruing from fees, fines,
efcheats and forfeicures, he enjoy~ a:l annual
Wary of 25001. from the crown j to which

a fimilar
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a umiIar fum is ufually added by a grant or
the LegilIature, which muft be pafl"ed within,
one year after his authority commences,
and is irrevocable during the term of it.
Thus the ordinary emoluments of a gover­
nor ofJamaica in time of peace, maybe fairly
eftimated at above 6000/. fterling per an­
num; and the powers with which he is in­
verted are more unchecked and extenfive
than thore that, by the laws of England, are
allotted to the fovereign.

Of other lucrative offices, chiefly held by
patent in Jamaica, and commonly granted
for two lives, the moft confiderable are
thore of the Provoft Marlhal General, the
Secretary of the Wand, the Treafurer of
the' Wand, the Clerk of. the Supreme Court,
the Reginer in Chancery, the Naval Officer,
and the ColIeClor of the Cuftoms for the
Port of Kingfton. Moft of thefe offices
are held by perfons refident in the mother
country, who have deputies that refide in .
Jamaica, and execute the duties annexed to
them. Th~fe deputies often purchafe their
fituations of their principals, to whom it
has been computed, that they annually

remit
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remit about 30,000 I. fterling. But by an
excellent law (the 22 Geo. iii. c. 75.) ill
future, the grantees of every patent office
in the colonies muft difcharge the duties
of office in perfon. The offic~ of Provoil
Marlhal General is ofmilitary origin, but its
principal duties are analogous to thofe ofthe
High Sheriff in England. It appears from the
returns of this oBice, publilhed by the Ja­
maica Houfe of Affembly, 23d of Novem­
ber [792, that in the courfe of the preceding

·year, 218 I executions were lodged in the
office of the Provo!\: Marfhall, amounting
tp 569,71.4/. fterling: and alfo that during
the twenty years prior to 1788, 80,021 ex-'
ecutionst amounting to 22,563,786/. fier­
ling had likewife been lodged in his office:
Enrollments in the office of the Secretary
of the ifland are matter of record. Truftee8,
attorneys, guardians of orphans, and mort­
gagees in poffeffion, are obliged by law to'
regifter in this office, not only annual ac­
counts of the crop and produce accruing on
each eftate, but accounts current of their
receipts and payments. Deeds alfo muft
(within three months after date) be en­
rolled in this office. In it ~lfo are enrolled

VOL. I. e all
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all aCls of the Legillature. Thefe have the
efficacy of law in Jamaica, as foon as the
governor fantl:ions them by his afi"ent. For
although the ultimate power of rejeClion
remains in the crown; yet, prior to the
exercife of it, aCts of the Leginature are
valid in the colony. The moft marked
differences between the colony laws and
thofe of the mother country grow out of
the nave fyfiem.

.

. They defcend ro heirs;
the widow has dower of them, and a fur-'
'viving hufband may be tenant by the
courtefy. Still in ~refpea of debts, naves
a·re chattels, and muft be inventoried by·
the executors. A Britiili Aa of Parliament
confirms fuch a view, and fucha difpofal
of them, to fatisfy Britiih debts; and it is..
not recollected' that one effort .has been
made for the alteration of this {l:atute by
any individual interefted in fuch difpofal*.

Yet it is unqueftionably true, that frequent'
fates of Creole negroeE, which feparate in- .
dividuals from domefiic connections, and'

• It ha3 been fince repealed.
fever
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fever them' from home and' habitation on
the eftates where they had birth, is one of
the moft intolerable grievances incident ·to
navery in Jamaica.

The crown revenUe from Jamaica to the
yearly amount of 800 I. flerling, of which
'we have already fpoken, is perpetual, being
fettled by the aa of the year J 72 8. Part
of tllis, however, arifing from the quit­
rents, or other fources mentioned in that
aa, is augmented confiderably. To the
revenue thus accruing, a temporary revenue
is fuperadded by annual grants; to meet
the expences of the civil lift, and a variety
of public charges. Among the ways and
iIleans are the following j a duty on negroes
imported j an excife on r'um and othet
articles confumed within the Wand; a pecu­
niary penalty incurred by each owner of an
eRate, for each white petfon deficient on
his .pr~n:iifes of the number required by
law j. a poll.tax on naves and flock; ~,rate

on rent and wheel carriages. A confider­
able portion of the revenue of Jamaica is
exhauftcd in the extra-allowance provided
for fuch of the regular BritHh forces as are

e 2 from
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from time to time ftationed on its territory.
When the regular troops exceed the num­
l>er of 3000, the payment of fuch excefs is
ufually provided for by the Legi,{lature of
the inand.

The
current coins of Jamaica are Portugal pieces
of gold, called the half johannes, valued at
about 55 s. currency each; Spanifu dou­
bloons at 51. 5s. each, and pifioles at
26.1. 3 d. each. The filver coins are Spani1h
milled dollars, valued at 6 s. 8 d.; and
fmall pieces, or portions of the dollar pro­
portionally valued. The lowefi: filver coin
is called a hilt, equal to about 5 d. fterling.

.

who provide, at their own expence, the
requifite accoutrements, and are obliged by
law to enlifi: themfelves either in the borfe
er foot. In times of apprehended daager,
w.hethel' foom invauon or revolt, the com­
mander in. chief, with the: adl'ice and con...

rent of a. general council of~, in which
6- the
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the members of the Legiflature have votes,
may proclaim martial law: In fuch an
emergency, the governor is inveA:ed with
powers lhong and extraordinary.

1°79

amounted to 1889.

But we mull: pars from this fltetch of the
gov~rnment, laws, military force, and civil
divifion of the country, to delineate within
narrow limits its furface, climate, and chief
produd:ions.

co~puted,

.

iflature of Jamaica, by which it appears,

3
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inacceffible~

The inequality of its furface, however, con­
ftitutes a part of its charms, and intrpduces
alfo a temperature mitigating the predomi­
nant heat of the climate. If we divide the
tropical year into four feaions, the Spring
p£ Jamaica commenceS with the month of
May. The foliage of the trees then be­
comes more vivid, and thc parched favan­
nas grow greener, even before the rains
defcend. Thefe generally COll1C from the
iouth; and, compared with the autumn~l

cataracts, feem but !howers. Thcy. fall about
the middle of l\1:1y. Commencing i\l the
Inorning, they often break up in thunder­
fiorms about noon; exciting a rich vegeta­
tio~, and fpt'cnding a beautiful verdure.
This vernal fcaron of moifiure fcIdom con­
t:nue5 mare than a fortnight: the weather
then becomes dry, fettlcd, and falubrious;
pot a cloud chequers the firmament j the

blue i!c;y bl~z:cs, a~d ,the \Veil Indian fum-
mer.
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mer reigns in full glory. At this period;
during certain hours of the day, ufually
from feven till ten in the morning, the heat
feems infupportable; but as foon as the fea
breeze from the ea£l £lirs the dormant air,
all nature revives: and (elpecially in the
thade) till this breeze diminifhes towards
the evening, the climate is often tolerable,
and fometimes pleafant. Though the twi­
light is brief, the nights are beautiful;

; and the tro­
pical fiars fparkle with tranfcendent luftre.
This ftate of the weather commonly con­
tinues till the middle of Auguft, when the
diurnal breeze intermits, calms fmoothe the
furface of the fea, and the air becomes
Cultry and fuffocating. During the nex~

fix weeks, light winds and dead calms alter..
nately prevail; and the thermometer fome...
times rifes even to go. Such are the pre­
ludes to the wet autumnal feafon. About
.th~ firft of Oaoher it begins. Soon the '.
heavens pour down torrents; and thet earth
in fame plaees feerns .deluged). efpecially
~ontiguous to. certain mountains. Lofty
'&minenc~s, if clad with wOQq, powerfully

• J e 4 attract
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attraB: molfture•. The perpendicular height
of the water which had fallen in the WeAi
Indies within one year, was once afcer­
tained to be equal to fixty-feven cubical
inches.

,
,

It is too well
known, that hurricanes in the years 1780,.
81, 84, 8S, and 86, fpread defolation
throughout fix of the beft cultivated pa.
rilhes in Jamaica: and fuch a draught
fuccecded as deftroyed thofe provifions that
had been cultivated in 1785 and 86, to
fupply the want of the interdUled North
American cargoes:

fay the Affembly of
Jamaica in their memorial to the Briilih
Government, "

Of the
caufcs of {uch defolating fiorms, we yet
remain in doubt or ignorance. But to
return; towards t4e clofe of November, or
perhaps a few days later, the northerly
winds having acquired force, and the heavy
raiIl8 c:cafing, the air becomes pure and

cool;

Dlgltl"d vGoogle
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cool; arid in· a fucceffion of ferene and
pleafant weather from December to April,
the inhabitants of Jamaica and the other
Weft India illands, enjoy the fineR winter,
if it may be called fo, known on the globe.

The general appearance of Jamaica dif­
fers materially from that of the Britifu iDes
in Europe. The north and fouth fides of
Jamaica differ elfentially from each other.
Columbus firft approached it on its north­
ern fide: his eye firft dwelt on that portion
of it which confritutes St. Ann's parilh.
~o wonder the novelty, variety, and beauty
of its fcenery delighted him. -.

,

ntic vales, fwell on the fight. Moft of
thefe eminences, rounded toward their tops
with fignal felicity, are crowned with groves
of pimento j a beautiful tree that endures
DO rival ilear it. Thefe groves are of a
deeper green than the {hort grafs beneath
them j which, fpringing from a chalky
marble, thickens a turf as clean and clofe as
the fineA:· Englifh lawn. The bright hue
of this vegetable carpet is difcoverable in a

thoufand
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thoufandopenings, contrafting the dark
verdure of the pimentoes. On one fpot we
contemplate exterifive groves that crown
the hills j on another, diverfified groups that
are fprinkled down the declivities j and to
£nifh the landfcape, tranfparent cafcades
.md delicious rivulets enliven this whole
difiria. Jamaica indeed, as its name im~

ports, abounds in fprings that defcend on
both fides of the eminences that divide the
iOand. It can boaft of one hundred rivers,
although none of them are deep enough for
navigation. The land riling towards the
ttentre of the Wand, as the eye efcapes from
the foft fcenerywe have pourtrayed,J the
waving outline of it melts the diftant blue
bills till they gradually difappear in the
clouds. But appcoaching the fouthem £hore,
the predominant features of the 'territory
on that fide of the ifland are more bold
than beautiful. \Ve are firft· ftruck by a
view of the ftupendous and foaring ridges
ef the blue mountainf'. exhibiting abrupt
precipices, or inaccefllble cliffs, But on a
nearer approach~ thcferugged app'earances
feem ameliorated by an inrerfperlio'n of
cultivated fpots, where the han,sl of dili-

genc~
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gence has awakened life and fertility. Tlie
lower range alfo, clad by forefts of Qlajefl:ic
timber, contributes to relieve the rugged­
nefs of the loftier heights. At length we
behold the favannas beneath; extenuvety
covered with cane-fields, blending, in full
pride of cultivation, the promife of fpring,
with the exuberance of autumn.

ity, health, and delight.

.
feven~

ty..
lower~ ye~

pea
ma~ing

a~~

cHmat~

. 'In thofe mountains likewife, almoft
any of the fruits, raots, or herbg of Europe
will flourifll, and may be cultiv.ated.. AnO'-

ther
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ther peculiar advantage which Jamaica and
the large iflands derive from fuch inequality
of furface is the nocturnal land-wind. As
foon as the diurnal breeze, blowing from
t~e eaft and its collateral points, dies away
in [he evening, the hot air of the plains,
being rarified, afcends towards the fummits
of the mountains, and is there condenfed
by the cold; which making it fpecifically
heavier than it was before, it defcends back
to the plains on both fides of the ridge.
Hence the night-wind is generated, blowing
towards land on all fides of fuch mountain­
ous Hlands.

. We have noticed the beauty of the
pimento. The papaw and the palmeto­
royal contribute alfo to beautify Jamaica.
The latter has been known to attain the
height of 140 feet. The foliage of theie
and other £lately trees of the ifland, fpring­
ingchiefly from the fummit of the trunk,
and outfpreading horizontally, groves of
them difplay an aifemblage of majefiic co­
lumns, fupporting a verdant canopy. They
admit the circulation of the air, exclude the
:vertical fun, and furniili at once a whole-

fome
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tome retreat and delicious {belter. While
tome trees of moderate growth bud, bloffom,
and bear fruit perennially, others aftonilh
by their weight, fize, or impenetrability o(
fibre. No timber for fuch qualities can
exceed the lignum-vitz, iron-wood, pigeon­
wood, green-heart, brazilIetto, and bully­
tree. Many exhibit trunks that meafure
ninety feet from the bafe to the limbs;
fuch as the mahogany and the cedar. The
fiem of the ceiba, or wild cotton tree, is fUll
fiouter.

. The. fig­
tree, in perfetlion, boafts a growth yet more
gigantic. The nob~ fcenery of fuch groves
is enlivened by the fingular forms of fome
~nimals and the furprizing beauty of others.

Here even the largefl: alligator.
whore fiercenefs pas been fo much ex-

. aggerated,
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a.ggerated; when met on the banks of itg
river, manifefts no favage difpofition, but
is a timid creature, avoiding with preci..
·pitation the approach of man. As to the
minute individuals of the lizard tribe, they
are all innoxious, and many of them beau­
tiful. Of the intermediate fpedes of this
family, the itlguana, about three feet long,
and proportionably bulkYt was formerly'
hunted by tbe native Indians; and it fur­
nHhed a defirable part of their food. Its
flavour is like that of the green turtle; and
though it. is now feldom ferved at Englilh
tables, the French and SpanHh inhabitants
ofthe neighbouring iflands fiiII prize, deefs,
and feail: on it. The quadrupeds of Ja..
inaica,;properly fo called, confified, in early
times, of eight fpecies: I, the agouti.
2, the' pecary j 3, the armadillo j 4, the
ripu{fum j 5, the racoon j 6, the mufkrat ;
7, the aka j 8, the fmaller monkeys of fe~

~eral 'varieties. Of this enumeration, the
firR and the Iaft fpccics bnIy have efcapeet
tIle common fate of all the nobler natives,.
anciently inhabitants of the ifland -of Ja­
niaIca. Even the dco,·a muteJittle dog,
cartffing and fequaclous, once 10"led anet

cheriLhcd
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~heri£hed by its poor Indian mafters~ is like
them exterminated. The .narrow limits
of this {ketch prohibit a detailed account of
the animals of Jamaica. The groves and
forelh once abounded with them. The
tegions of air and water furnifhed, and fUll
furnifh, a fupply copious, if not inexaufii­
hIe.

As they
multiply in great numbers, they choofe the
months .of April or May to begin their
expedition; and then ra.lly out from the
ftumps of hollow trees, from the clefts
of rocks, and from the holes which they
d~g for themfelves under the furface of thel
earth. At that time the" whole ground is!

The fea is their place~

of denination, and to that they diretl: their
march with right-lined precifion. No gee-.

I 3 metrician
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mctrieian could fend them to their deftined
ftation by a {borter courfe: they neither
turn to the right nor to the left, whatever
obftacle. intervenes j and even if they meet
with a houfe, they will attempt to fcale the
walls to keep the unbroken tenor of their
way. But though this be the general order
of their route, they upon other occafions
are compelled to confor~ to the face of the
country j and if it be interfeCled by rivers,
they are feen to wind along the courfe of the
fiream. The proceffion fets forward from
the mountains with the regularity of an
army under the guidance of an experienced
commander. They are commonly divided
into battalions, of -which the firft confifts
of the ftrongeft and boldeft males, that, like
pioneen, march forward to clear the route
and face the greateft dangers. The night
is their chief time of proceeding j but if it
rains by day, rthey do not fail to profit by
the occafion, and they continue to move
forward in their flow and uniform manner.

hen they are terrified, they
march
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march back in a confufed diforderly· man"
ner, holding up their nippers againA: their
annoyers, from whom they fometimes tear
offa piece of the fltin, or leave th~ weapon
where they inflicted the wound. When
after a fatiguing march, and efcaping .a
thoufand .dangers, for they are fometimes
three months in getting to the iliore, they
arrive at their deftined port, they prepare to
caft their fpawn. For this purpofe, the:
crab has no fooner reached the iliore, than
it eagerly goes to the edge of the water, and
lets the waves waili over its body two or
three times to wafh offthefpawn. The eggs
~e hatched under the fand j and foon after,
milIions at a time of the new-born crabs
are feen quitting the iliores, and nowly
travelling up to the mountains.

them~elves,. g~­

In
Auguft they begin to fatten and prepare
for moulting; filling up dieir burrows with
dry grafs, leaves, and abundance of other
materials.

I.
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ided with a new one. How long they
continue in this ftate is uncertain; but the

fhell is firft obferved to burft at the back
and fides, to give a paffage to the body;
and the animal extraas its limbs from all
the other parts gradually afterwards.

It is, however, remarkable, that during this
change, there are fome flooy concretioDS
always formed in the bag, which wafte and
diffolve as the creature forms and perfeCls
ita new cru{\.

in
. This perpetual fupply of fuftenance

was a refource to which the native Indians
always hall refort when other provifiana
were not abundant.

, The woods and mar!hes of Jamaica af­
ford alfo a variety of wild fowl, and other
birds of exquifite flavour; among which,

10 the
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the ringtail-pigeon is by many the mol
efteemed. But the moLl: delicious of birds
is the emberiza orizavora, the OPtolan 01:'

rice-bird olina.

igious Bights in OB:ober, to feed on tbe

of thct wild-fowl, we muft:
content ourfelves with reciting the curious
contrivance by which the ancient I~ldians of
Jamaica caught them. In the ponds to
which there birds refort, they ured to throw
·calabathes, (afpecies ofgourd,) which Boated
on the water, and which when accuftomed
to fee, the fowl would approach without
f~ar. Having fucceeded thus far, the fport{­
man put one of thefe gourds on his head, .
firA: making apertures for fight and breath.
He then very cautioufly crept into the
pond, gently fwimming in deep water, or
walking where it was lhallow, with his
bead only above the furface. Thus he got
among the fowl, and feizing one at a time
by the feet, and dragging it by a dexterous
jerk downwards, he faftened it to his girdle j

£2 and
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and {o,without creating the leaft alarm or
difturbance

,. Their method of catching
fifh was no lefs curioUs. They employed

. theremora or fuckingfiili, as falconers em­
,ploy hawks. This £llb, not much more than
a fpan long, was regularly kept, fed, and
trained for the PUrpQre. The 0"'Yner on a
calm morning, carried it out to fea, fe~ured

to his canoe by a {mall but thong line.
many fathoms in length. The moment
the remora faw a fiili in the water, though

, at a great diftance, it ftarted away with the
{wiftners of an arrow and faftened upon it.
The Indian in the mean time, let go the line
whic1a was pro'ided with a buoy, that kept
on the furface of the fea, and ferve,d to
mark the courre which the fifh had taken.
This cO,urfe the Indian purfued in his canoe,
until he conceived that his game was nearly
exhaufted. Then taking up the buoy, lie
grad~ally drew the line towards the {hore;
the remora mu adhering to its prey with
inflex.ible tenacity. "By thjs method, (fayi
Ovedo,) I have known a turtle caught of a
bulk and weight that no finglc ~an could

fupport."

Dlgltl"d vGoogle
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{upport." But to return to the birds of
Jamaica. Among throngs of them eminent
for brilliant plumage, may be mentioned
the parrot and its various affinities from the
flout macaw to the tiny parOquet. This
numerous .family yet adorn the groves of
Jamaica. But the -fiamingo, an elegant and
princely bird, as large as the {wan, arrayed
in plumage of the brighten: fcarlet, is no
longer to be feen. Still, howeveY, the pride,
of the garden for illufuious plumag he

urs, and' fucks the rich bloffoms

_(not much bigger than a beetle,) mock the

That the mufic
of the European birds (urpaff'es that of the
tropical, has often been remarked, and the
t'emark is juft. Yet the tropical groves,
decorated by plumes fo diverfified and
{plendid, boan: alfo the very curious imita­

tions peculiar to the mock-bird; imitations
which mingling with the plaintive notes of
a vaft variety of doves. and the modplated

f 3 hum

\
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hum of countlcfs infea:s, afford a" concerl
that gratifies" l1ntutored taae, although it
may fail to pamper the voluptuary in mufl-­
ca! refinement. But quitting this ~legant

dep~tmeQt of natural hiftory, for h would
require volumes to complete .it, we proceed
to vegetable produc.l:ions ; beginning wit'"
fuch a. are ufed in Jamaica for the fuft~

~nce "QC ~nt or the tlomeLHc creatures
employ~d in his fervice.

~tive

~rop8 co~­

o thefe fubfiantial arti.
clea of vegetable food,may be fuperadded
various kinds of cala.vances (a fpedes af
pea) which are in .general ufe and culu~rc:.

Jamaica abounds aHo in grafI'es native or
exotic. The firft fort is fometimes cut for
hay: butthe making of it is nowrendered
almoft ,unnecefI"ary bl an aquatic plant called

. Scots
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Scots grafs; fuppofed to be a native grafa of
Jamaica- It rifes in height five or fix feet,
has long fucculent joints, and is of quick
vegetation. Five horfes may be well main­
tained during a whole year from a fingle
acre of it. But the Guinea grafs .introduced
into the ifiand by accident from Africa,
about fixty years ago, i. a produtlion of
the greateft uee and importance. It thrives
in the moR: ftony and fteriJe foil; is eagerly
devoured by horfes, mules, and other do­
meftic animals; and has contributed to
create moO: of the breeding pens in Jamaica.
Hence the excellent quali~ and abundance
of homed cattle, both for table and planta.-

tion ufe. In the mountains, all the ediile
pulfe and roots of Europe' thrive i and moIl:
of the European herbs. Cabbages, le,ttuce,
carrots, turnips, parfnips, artichokes, kidney-

.beans, green peas, grow uncommonly well.

choch~

The
other indig~nQus'produCliona of this daft,
are plantaiQs, bananas, yams, c:alalue (.a

f 4 fpeciea
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(pedes of fpinage) eddoes, caffava; and fwect
potatoes. As to the more elegant fruits,
no country on earth affords fuch a magnifi­
cent defert. The following native fruits
grow in the ,inand fpontaneoully: the
anana, or pine-apple, (the dark-coated or
Antigua fort being the moft exquifite,) the
tamarind, papaw, guava, fweet fop, ca1hew­
apple, cuftard-apple (a fpedes of chari­
moya) cocoa-nut, ftar-apple, grenadiIla,
"avocada-pear, hog-plum, pindal-nut, nef­
bury, mamee, mamee-fapota, Spaniih go.of­
berry, prickly-pear, and a few others. The
orange, Seville and China, the lemon, lime
and {haddock, the vine, melon, fig, and
'pomegranate, were introduced by the Spa­
niards. Eng1iih indufl:ry has fuperadded to
there, the rofe-a!>ple, genip, peach, and
ftrawbef.ry~

Paffing rapidly from this abridged enu­
meration of vegetables ufed for fuftenance
or refreIhment; we come to fuch as are
,objeCts 'of commerce. At the head of this
elafs is 'the cane, one of the mon valuable
plants in creation., Its botanical name is
tII'IIIIdD fIKcbarifera. ln fol'~ it is ajoil\ted

8 reed
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reed terminating in leaves or blades, whore'
edges are finely ferrated. Its fiem is thong
though brittle, and, when ripe, of a fine
Rraw-colour. It contains a foft, pithy fub­
ftance, that affords, in perfection, a copious
fupply of juice, and a fweetnefs the leaft

, cloying and the moll: agreeable in nature.
The intermediate diftance between ead!
joint of the cane varies according to the
'variety of the plant and the fertility of the
foil, from one to fix inches in extent, and
from half an inch to two inches and a half
in diameter. The whole length of the cane
a1fo varies from four to twelve feet, mea­
furing from the fiole to the upper joint.'
The plant is a native of the eaft, and was
cultivated in India and Arabia from time
immemorial. At what time the Arabians
difcovercd the art of granulatingits juice,
is unknown. It probably found its wa-y
into Europe by the Red Sea, at leaft as early
~ the period of the Croifades. It is now,
on good grounds conjcaured, and indeed
believed, that the fugar cane grew fponta­
neoufly in the Weft Indies; although from
tile introduction of its culture in early
p.Q1~s,Columbusappears to have beeJa u~p-

. . priz'ed
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prized 'Of this fad:.

For the perfeClion of
this plant, no land, properly Gtoated" can be
too fat or fertile. The finef\ foil in the
Weft lndies for the moft abundant produc­
tion of choice Jugar (except the a1hy-Ioam
ofSt. ChriftopheI's) is what has been called
the brick-moId of Jamaica. It is a deep,
warm, mellow hazel earth, eafily worked j

confifting of a due mixture of clay and
fand. Its furface, after rain, foon bec~me8

dry; but ita under ftratUln, even in the
dryeft feafon, retains moifiure. This fpedes
of moft excellent foil, which abounds in
Hifpaniola, fparingly given to Jamaica, is
confined to peculiar fpots in a few pariihes

. QPly. Plant-eanes in fuch foil yield in fine.
feafons, about two tons and an half of fupe­
rior fugar per acre.

yields alfo
This land is

fometimes of a yellew, but more frequently
of a red colour, from a deep chocolate to a

rich
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rich fcarlet: when moiflened, it Rains like
paint, It confifts of a pure loam with a'
mixture of clay and fand; it is a deep foil,
not heavy, naturally dry, and remarkably
tenacious of water. Expofure to a fcorch­
ing fun in very dry weather, dearoys its
fertility for that feaEon. The fyRem of
hufbandry, therefore, on fugar plantations·

\
of this foil, is beft adapted to what are called
ratoon-canes. Ratoons" probably Co named
from a corruption of the SpanHh word
hrotOllU, are fucken or fprouts, that fpring
from the roots of canes that have previoufly
been cut down. Ratoons thus intended to

grow, although the fugar they yield amounts
not to fo much per acre as the parent canes
produce, yet by reqniring little expence or·
labOur in culture, often give in the courre
of feafonsasprofitable returns to the owner.
The common yielding of fuch crops on this
land, is feven hogfheads of fixteen hundred
weight, to ten acres of annual ratcons. The
proper feafon for planting canes, is the in.
terval between AuguR and November. By
tbus infuring-the influence of the autumnal
rains, tbe foliage of the young canes be­
comes fufficiently luxuriant before the fum-

mer
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mer blazes, to keep their roots cool,. and
the contiguous earth moift. The ufual
mode of holing, that is, preparing to plant
by mahual labour, is as follows: The land
being divided into plats· of about twenty'
acres extent j each pIat is then fubdivided,
by a line attached to wooden pegs, into
fquares of three or four feet. The field• uegroes are then placed in a row, in the
firft line, one to' CiCh fquare, which they
excavate with hoes to the depth of five or
fix inches.

For fuch labour. if hired. eight or ten
Jlounds currency is commonly paid. .

e~­

~lorizontalty

~eep n

about twelve days the fprouts from the
gems of the planted cane are feen: at th~

end of fou.r or five months the banks of the

holes are levelled. Till the young plants

attain confiderable maturity, the weeds tbat

a rich foil highly manured rapidly nouri1h,
are to be inceifantly difiurbed by the hoe.

.Plant

- -
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Plant canes are ripe for the mill early in the
fccond year. From December till May is
called crop-time in Jamaica. It is the
feaCon of health, gladnefs and feftivity. So
palatable and nouriiliing is the juice of the
cane, that moO: individuals of the animal
creation derive vigour from its ufe. Soon
after the mill is in motion, the meagre
thrive, and the fick recover: infomuch.
that the bufieO: period of labour becomes
the inoO: comfortable and pleafant both to
man and beaft. Sugar is direClly nutricious,
and abfolutely wholefome; and has, it is
faid, in Europe contributed to extinguHh
the fcurvyand other difeafes. The juice
from which it is granulated is eage~ly fipped
in the Weft Indies, proving grateful and
falutary to every creature that partakes of
it. In Jamaica it is expre{fed by mills,
worked by cattle, wind, or water. A fugar
mill confifis principally of three upright
iron plated cylinders, from thirty to forty
inches in length, and from twenty to
twenty-five inches in ~iameter. The middle
one, to which the moving power is applied,
turns the other two by cogs. Between
thefe rollers the canes are compreffed twice,
which fqueezcs them completely. Thejuice

) is
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is received into a leaden ve[el. The mace­
rated rind of the cane, fa prelfed dry, {erves
(with dry cane leaves called tralh) for fuel
'to boil the liquor. Cane juice contains of
water eight pans, of fugar one, of groCs oil
·and mucilaginous gum one j befides a fmall
portion· of effential oil.

ided with a fyphon, or cock for drawing
In eftablHhments where

two hundred hogilieads are annually manu­
faCiured, each clarifier has a fiat bottom,
is hung to a feparate fire, with a feparate
chimney, to which bdongs all ironflider,
which being {hut, the fire is {uppreffed. All
cane juice is liable to rapid fermentation.

The alkali
of the lime having neutralized its {upera­
bundant acid, a part of it becomes the baGs

of
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of the fugar. An half pint of Briftol lime,
diffolved in hot water, is commonly fuffi­
dent for an hundred gallons of 1iq~or. The
clarifier ought to· be heated till the fcum
begins to rife into blifters,but not to aClual
ebullition. At this moment the damper is
to be applied, and the fire extingui!hed.
'rhe warm liquor remaining a while undit:'
turbed, the feculences attracting, .entangle
each other and rife in a fcum. This fcum
{inks unbroken, and is left when the liquor
is drawn off into the evaporating or grand
copper. In this grand copper it is to boil,
the additional !cum being now taken off as
it rifes, till by fkimmiog and evaporation,
the quantity il conflderably reduced, and
becomes more vifcid. It is then ladled into
another copper, and undergoes further ebul­
lition and ikimming. If it be not now
trufparcnt, or if it thicken too faft, a·little .
morelime-watcr is. to be fuperadded. Mter
a certain time, when the futuor is reduced
Cufficiently., fo al to be contained in the
third fma11cr copper, it is ladled into that.
and fo on toth&: 1aO:, called the teache, fo
named probably from the praClice, at this
na~ ofthe pracer8, oftrying the confiftency

of
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of the boiled juice by the touch. In the
teache the [ubjeCt is.' finally boiled, till on
trial of its fitnefs for granulation, it may be
removed from the fiee. This part of the
butinefs is called jlricking; that is, ladling
the thickened fyrup like liquor into the
cooler. The cooler is a £hallow wooden
vdfeJ, about eleven inches deep, [even feet
in length, and from five to fix feet wide.
A cooler of this fize holds an hoglhead of
fugar. .Here, as it cools, it runs into a
coarfe, irregular mafs of imperfeCl: chryftals,
feparating itfelf from the melaffes. . From
the cooler in the boiling-houfe, the mafs fo
granulated is conveyed to an hogihead in
the curing-houfe. This is a large. airy
building, provided with a ciftern. Over
the ciftern lies a frame of joift-w-ork.
Empty unheaded hogiheads ftand ranged on
the joifts. In the bottom of each hogihcad
eight or ten holes are bored. Through each
hole is thruft the ftalk of a plantain leaf,
extending from the top of the hogiheadto
about fix inches below the joift. Into onc
of there hog{heads, fo placed, the m·afs fr-om
the cooler is put, which is called potting.
The melaffes 4raining into the c:iftern by

thore
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thofe fpungy ftalks, the fugar in about
three weeks becomes -dry and fair. It is
then faid to be cured, and the procefs is
finiihed. com~odity,

The bounty of the cane ends not here j

the very dregs and feculencies of this inva­
luable plant, yield one of the pureA:, moft
fragrant, and falutary fpirits in the world.
To enter minutely into the mode of making
RUM would be unnecelfary, the bulinefs of
difiiIlation being fo well known in Europe,
and a brief accoun~ of the component ma­
terials and peculiarity of proce[s will be
fufficient. To work the ftills and worms,
it is neceLfary to have a ciftem for dunder·,
another for fcummings, and a number of
fermenting vats or ciftems, each equal to
the contents ~f the largefl: frill. In Jamaica,
cifterns are made of plank, fixed in clay j

• The Ices, QJ' fcculenciel of former dillillationl, which
bave a moll offcnfive [mell.

Vo~. T. g and
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and arc univerfaIly preferred to vats, or
moveable veifels, for the purpofe of fer­
menting. In the Britifh dHl:illeries, thefe
fermenting einems are unknown. They

are not fo eafily affeCled by the changes of
the weather, nor fa liable to leak as vats,
aild they lan much longer. The ingre.
clients ufed for procuring turn, confift of
melaifes; fcummings of the hot cane-juice
from the boiling-houfe, or fometimes TaW

cane-liquor, from canes expreifed for the
purpofe; lees, or dunder ; and water. The
ufe of dunder is to produce fermentation.
Thefe ingredients being well mixed in the
fermenting cifierns, and pretty cool, the
fermentation rifes in the cobrfe of twenty­
four hours to a proper height for a charge
of mela{f<;s, when three gallons for every
hundred of the fermenting liquor is added
to it, and a fecond fimilar charge is given
in a day or two after, when the liquor is in
a high {late of fermentation. 'Vhen it
grows fine~ and thro\\:s up a few clear beads
or air-g1obules, it is fit for difiillation, and
conveyed into the largeft ftill, where it is
made to boil. In about two hours after,
the vapour,or fpirit, forces its way through

the
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the worm, in a fiream as clear as cryftaJ,
and it Is fufrered to run till it is no longer
.1n.Bammable. The -fpirit thus obtained, is
taIJed /oW-Willts, and to make it rum of the
Jamaica proof, it muft undergo a fecond
diftillarion. The proportion of rum to the
crop of fugar, is commonly eftimated in
Jamaica as three to four; but this is faid to
be too great an allowance on a general
eftimate, and that two hundred gallons of
rum to three hog£heads of rugar, or tWQl­
thirds rum to the crop of rugar, is nearer
the truth.

Another vegetable produaion, a native
of the eall, and an objed: of commerce; that
lfourifues in Jamaica, is coffee: Coffee;'
ptantsmay be fet out at all feafons of the
)le.1f, even in the dryeft. They will thrive
in any fituation, provided it be fcreened
from tbe north winds, which defiroy its
bloff'om. The beR: and higheft flavoured
fruit is the growth of a warm gravelly
mold, or fandy loam, fuch as forms the
Slope of the dry red hills of Jamaica. The
berry is fown, or the plants are fet our,

g 2 about
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a.bout eight feet dill:ant from each other on
all fides. Plants are preferred. They are fe­
lected when about two feet in height. Being
cut off ten inches above the·furface of tbe
ground, and care is taken to dig up the root
entire. The holes in which they are placed
mull: be of fufficient depth to receive tbe
lower part of the ftem about two inches
under the furface of the ground. In tbe
tbird year when the ftem obtains the growth
of five or fix feet, the trees are topped. A
fingle ftem of this growth often affords
forty-two bearing branches. Th.e pruning .
required annually, leaves only thofe fertile
branches. The average of produce· per
acre, after the fourth year, is about 750
pounds weight of merchantable coffee.
The quality of c;offee depends on the foil,
climate, mode of curing, and age. Coffee
has been produced from Well: India plants,
in Englifh hot-houfes, equal in all refpeCls
to tbe bell: coffee berries of Mocha. But
the Arabian method of curing, by expofing
the ripe fruit with the pulp on to tp.e fun,
till dry, an:l then preffing it under a .heavy
ftone roller, and afterwards winnowing it

from
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from impurities, is infinitely belt adapted
for preferving the genuine flavour of the
berry.

In Jamaica, as foon as the berries ac­
quire a black red colour, they are judged to
be fufficiently ripe for picking. They are
gathered into canvas bags from the trees at
three different ftages of ripenefs.· One
hundred builiels in the pulp, give one thou­
fand weight of dried coffee. There are two
methods of drying it: 1 ft, to fpread the
frelh coffee in the fun, on a £loping platform
of boards, about five inches deep, with the
pulp on the berry, which ferments and dif­
charges itfelf. The hufk:s are afterwards
feparated by a mill, or by peftles in a
wooden mortar. 2dly, To remove the pulp
from the berry immediately as it comea
from the tree, by pailing it through a mill.
The latter is. the moft expeditif>us mode,
but the former gives the beet flavoured
coffee. After the pulp is removed, a mem..
brane that envelopes the bean, is alfo fepa.
ratad by grinding.

A third
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A third commercial objeCl: of agriculture

in Jamaica, is the cotton, that beautiful
vegetable wool, the growth of a fhrub that
{prings fpontaneoufiy in all the tropical re­
gions of Alia, Mrica, and America; and
affords the raw material from which the
greater part of mankind are clad. Of the
varieties of this fhrub or tree, t"he moll pro­
fitable forts are the green-feed, the French,
and the Brazilian. The plant is nufed from
the feed, which is fown from May to Sep.
tember. It delights in new ground: and
drynefs of both foil and atmofphere is elfen­
tial to its profperity. It is planted in rows,
leaving a fpace of fIx or eight feet between
~ach; the holes in each row being about
four feet afunder. The fprouts appear in a
fo~night; fame of thofe which the grubs
bave fpared, are then removed. At the
end of four months the ftem is topped, and
the branches are pruned. In five month.
its beautiful yellow blolfom unfolds. From
the feventh to the tenth month, the pods
fucceffively ripen; and finally burft into
three partitions, di[playin~ their white
down at maturity. It is now gathered, but

the
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(he feeds being enveloped in it, are extri­
cated by a machine called the gin. Finally,
the wool is hand-picked, and packed into
bags that contain about two bundred weight.
We thall conclude this part of our defign,
with a brief notice of two aromatic trees
that adorn or enrich the Wand.

it
This exotic of Ceylon grows to the height
of twenty or thirty feet. It does not per­
fea: its abundant feeds till the fixth or the
feventh year after planting. But the nume­
rous fhoots of its luxuriant fide branchell,
afford a multitude of flips for propagation.
The tree is clad with a full foliage qUite.
to the bottom of its trunk. When the
branches have grown to about one inch
in diameter, they are in prime for decor­
tation. .The inner bark of there being
then carefuLly detached, and ilowly dryed
in the Ihade, poff"eff"es the genuine cinna­
moo aroma in perfeCtion. The pi.emento.

g 4 tree,
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tree, or aJlfpice grows fpontaneoufly in
Jamaica. Its berry is a valuable produc­
tion; unhing the flavour, and combining
the properties of many eaftern fpiees. This
elegant child of nature, mocks the attempts
of art to extend or improve its growth.
Inftead, therefore, of trying to propagate
the pimento from fetting out the plant!, or
dHfeminating the berries, a better method
has been adopted. -ott: piece of woodland in
the vicinity of an exifiing piemento-walk,
where birds {},elter, and trees have fallen
and perifh, is' apprnpriated for rearing a
frefh grove. In the courfe ·bf.~settr fubfe­
quent to the firO: feafon, multitudes ~)f 'Young
plants fpring vigorouOy in all parts of the
land, produced from ripe berries fcattered
by the birds. The piemento rifes to the
height of twenty feet, its ftem is a grey
colour, clean, fmooth, and glolfy. Its full
limbs ramifying on all fides, are covered
with a deep green foliag~, not diffimilar to
that of the bay tree. This verdure in July
and Auguft, is relieved by an exuberance
of blotroms beautifully white. The berrias
Coon afterwards become fit for gathering.
They are fe1dom -[uffered to ripen, on ac-

count
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'count of the glutinous pulp that thickens
on them when they are at maturity. The
fruit is gathered by hand; expofed to the
fun on a terrace; and its green hue. being
gradually converted into a reddHb ,brown;
it i~ then, if quite dry, fir for market.

Thus dofes our catalogue of a few of the
produClions of this valuable ifland. So va­
luable indeed, that the following eftimate
has been formed, and received as authen...
tic. The landed and perfonal property, Cl

worth 25,000,0001: two hundred and fifty
thoufand n~groes, at 50 I. nerIing each,
12,SOO,000/: the houfes and property in
the towns, with the veffeIs employed in the
trade, 400, containing fomewhat Iefs than
100,000 tons, navigated by more than 9000

{eamen, valued at 1,500)000 I. more. Total
value of Jamaica confidered as Britiih pro­
perty, thirty-nine miJIions ofpounds fterling.
Having thus comprcffed an account of the
produClionsand fuppofed value ofthis ifland,
we {h~1l conclude our !ketch by fome notice
pf the people who inhabit it; beginning with
the negro labourers. The number of naves
in Jamaica is COIIlpu,ted from authentic do-

cuments,
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cuments,

It is painful to an individual, unfriendly to
l1avery in any iliape or under any modifi.
cation, to recoIled: that flavery, in a very
abjeCl degree, has e"ifted among nations
the moft free and civilized, as well as def.
potic and barbarous, in all ages of the world.
But efpecialIy in the warm climates. It is
a misfortune that punilhes man: -it is a

•• political difeafe, that for purpofes to us in.
fcrutable, has been permitted to continue;
and taint inveterately tbe confiitution of
human fociety. No revolutionary nollrums
recommended by flate empirics will eradi.
cate it. Millions of the human race muft
by education be prepared for a new and
found condition before an efl"eClual remedy
can be fafelyadminiftered. But in Jamaica;
the evil of fervitude to whatever height it
may formerly have arifen, is now affuaged
by iofiit,ute, and tamed by manners. The
general treatment of the negroes in this
itland, is temperate and humane. Recent
regulations, enfofced by law, reflrain the
ddpotifm of the maller, and to a very falu­
tary degree proret\: the nave. Improving

hu~anity
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bumanity imperceptibly, but daily fupplies
an influence by which their condition is
ameliorating.

. The firfi: is corn.
pofed of the moll: robuLl: of both fexes.
Their chief employment confifts in pre­
paring and planting the foil, cutting the
canes, f~eding the mill, and aiding in the
manufacture of the rugar and rum. The
fecond clafs is compofed of young boys and
girls, pregnant women, and convalefcents.
Thefe are' fe1dom employed but in light
labour adapted to their youth and condi.
tion. The third clafs confifts of young
children, governed by a careful old woman,
who employs them in picking grafs, weed­
ing, or other exercife equally gentle. The
firft cIf:\fs at funrife is fummoned to the field
by the found of a horn or bell: a white
overfeer and a black driver fuperintend
them. The names being called over and
abfentees noted, their work commence~,

and continues till eight or nine o·clock.
Then at leaft half an hour is allotted for
breakfafi: tim~.· This meal generally COl1­

{jas of boiled or roafted yams, or other
vegetables
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vegetables feafoned with faIt and cayenne
pepper. Refuming .their work, they con­
tinue in the field till noon; when an inter.
val of two hours is allowed for repofe and
refre!hment. The addition of falted filh
to their vegetable, meffes, commonly fur­
niChes their dinner. At two o'clock they
return again to the field and work till
{unfet. In conclufion, they have probably
been employed about ten hours in the day;
during which, the mail: diligent of them has
not executed more than one-third of the
common daily toil of an Eflglith farmer's
labourer. Every proprietor is compelled
by law, to cultivate in ground provifions
(of courfe indefiruClible by hurrican~s) one
acre for every ten negroes; befides the
allotment of negro territory. To culti­
,'ate this allotment, onc day in every fort­
night belongs to the naves, exclufive of
Sundays and holidays. Thus they raife
vegetables, poultry, pigs, or goats, which
they confume, bellow, or fell. \Vhile fame
raife provilions, (Jthcrs fabricate coarfe
chairs, bafkets, or common tables. Thefe
are bartered at market for faIled meat, or
pickled fifh, uten{i!s, or gaudy dreffcs; of

13 which
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which they are fond. Their right of pro­
perty in what they thus aequire, is I never
quefiioned; but feems completely efta­
bUllied by cuftom. The cottages of, the
negroes on a plantation, are urualIy con­
ftructed on riling ground near a fupply of
pure water. The group refembles an ham­
let. Tropical trees which many of them
plant about their habitations, fhelter it, and
diverfify its appearance. In ftructure and
comfort, there cottages certainly furpafs the
cabins of the Iriili peafants. A fingle cot...

tage for a man and his wife is about twenty
feet in length, divided into two apartlnents.
It is compored of hard poas driven into the
ground, interlaced with wattles, and plair­
tered. The floor is commonly of dry native
earth. The roof is fo well thatched witll

. palm or cocoa leaves, as to be impervious
both to [un and rain. Their cookery is
conducted in the open air. They generally
kindle a fire within doors at night ; with...
out which negroes cannot fleep comfor.tably.

The negroes of Jamaica receive an annual

allowance of Oznaburg linen, woollen baii.c;
• checks; and at other times, knives, needles,

thread, &c. But the moil lib.eral. allowance
of

•
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of the proprietors is made for medical and
furgical affiftance, and accommodation for
their naves when fick. E~ery plantation is
provided with a commodious building

divided for an hofpital. The fick are daily
vifited by profeffional gentlemen, of fdence
and {kill, who are well paid for conftant
attention; and in extraordinary cafes, the
ufual comforts of the European diet, fueh
as wine, gruel\ &c. are fuperadded: fo that
the fituarion of the fick and the age-d, for
whom perpetual provifion is made, com­
monly makes them fome amends for the
fervitude they have undergone. The ufual
labour of the old men is confined to watch.
ing the provHion grounds; and that of the
old women to nurfing thofe that are lick, and
attending young children. Another fource
of {olace for the fuperannuated, is found in
the univerfal· veneration with which old age'
is treated by the African race. Accufed, as
they juftly may be, of brutality to cattle,
which- they are pron~ to maltreat; to their
aged people they are benevolent and r~fpea:­

ful. 'ra ~U(1CO, and ma ~qfheba, (my father
anu my mother,) are terms that denote •
hlb.l re\'erenc~ and fondnefs. In there terms

the~
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the old negrbts are ever accofted by the.
whole body of the younger;· who muft be
in great diftrefs themfelves,if they fail t.o
adminHler to their wants, and mingle COO'­
cour and comfort with affetlion and- v-ene"
ration for the aged.

The general diffufion and warmtb of this
dutiful fentiment, is the inore remarkable in
a people attached to the fyftemof polygamy.
This appropriation of women which univer­
[ally prevails in Africa, is a1fo very generally
adopted in the 'Veft Indies.

This prac­
tice, fo pernicious in many points of view,
has contributed to create fuch a difpropor.
tion in the number of the two [exes, that

There aTe
ten thoufand people of colour in Jamaica.
Thefe defcendants of negroes by white
people, are among the moO: robut\: of out'
race j and their qualities both of body and
mind, arc fuppofed by many 'impartial indi-

. 2 viduals,
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i-idnals, to be well adapted for excrcife and
improvement in all the tropical regions.
But they are not entitled to the civil and
political rights of a natural born fubjea~

until removed above three degrees from the
negro: and although there are diftinClions
of name, following blood and complexion,
fuch as famboes, mulattoes, mefties, &c.
the law of Jamaica contemplates the whole.
body as mulattoes. Their legal capacities
are very imperfeClly defin.ed. Their prin­
cipal incapaeities, diftinguilhing them from
the whites, are there: In criminal cafes
their evidence is inadmiffible againft a
white. They are inelegible to ferve in pa­
rochial veftrics, or general a!femblies. They
are incapable of aCting in any office of
public truft j or of holding any commiffion.
in the militia.

eeds in value I. But there
reftriCtions are often removed by particular

, aCts of the Legillature in favour of indivi­
duals. The fidelity and loyalty of the
people of colour is unimpeached. Their'
a.ttachme~t to the whit's~ is uniform and

fincere.
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fincere. Their progref~ in knowledge,
being animated by no encouragement, has
been now. But if a juA: eftimate may be
formed of the capabilities of this race from
infulated examples of merit among them,
their faculties are worthy of better cultiva­
tion, and completer developernent.

i1land,
.

Yet, notlrithftanding there migrations and
[uch tdidence iD Europe, climate and mo­
ral caufes combining with political infiit\bo
tions, and the peculiar ftate of fodety in
the Weft lndies, have created a caft of
character that may be diftinguHhed, and is
fufficiently marked in the native white
Creoles of Jamaica. Mafters of naves, they
are jealous and proud of their own free..
dom; which is to them not mc;rely an
enjoyment, but a dignity and rank. Hence
throughout all c1aLfes of them. there is dif­
fufed and difplayed an independence of

V OL. I. b . fpirit
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fpirit combined with a certain confciouf­
nefs of equality unknown to the European
communities.

Many caufes of national charaCl:er are fo
mixed as to be almoft infcrutable. It may,
perhaps, be partlyafcribed lO the fenfibility
that a warm climate excites, that Creoles
are faid to be impatient of fubordination,
and addiCled to juridical controverfy. But
if fome be litigious, oth~rs oftentatious, and
many extravagant, in general it may be
truly affirmed of them as a· race, that they
are bright, intrepid, frank, and intelligent;
aCluated by a high fenfe of honour, emi­
nent for hofpitaIity, difiinguiLhed by viva.
city, and nobly generous.
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_ GeniTal WiJuam!on, Lieuttnant.GfJ'fJernqr rf JtlmaiGts,
[uuttded by EDrJ Bakarres.

My DEAR FR.IEND,

T HE ta{k you impofe upon me is not
~ore inierefting to you than it would be

agreeable to me, could I per[uade myfelf

that I ihould execute it in a mannet that
VOL. I. B would
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would render it as acceptable to the'Publie
as I know your partiality will render it
to you.

{cope you have propofed, and when I

Should we decide in the negative,
it will at all events' ferve one pleafing
purpofe, that of convincing you that I
was ready to make an attempt even be­
yond my power, to gratify your defire of
information.

All that relates to the Weft Indies. and
particularly to the ifiand of Jamaica, can­
not but prove inrerefting to -the inha­
bitants of this kingdom, and muft be pe­

culiarly fo to you who have fo large a
flake in that country. The fitoation of
Jamaica at the breaking out of the French
Revolution, its agriculture, commerce, pa­
pulation, force, and the fiare of llavery at

that
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that period j

, their banilhment to Nova
Scotia, and fobfequent removal to the coaft
of Africa j the fituation of Jamaica at the
conc1ufion of the war between Great Bri­
tain and France, and the confideration of
a plan for the future proteCtion, fecurityt
and profperity of the iDand, are the fub-o
jeCl:s for our confideration.

comments on the Revolution in France:

ors it has fp~ead

. At the time
of its commencement, Jamaica, after having
been devaftated for a fucceffion of years by .
hurricanes, thofe fcourges of the Ame­
rican Archipelago, was enjoying tranquil..
lity and a degree of profp~rity it had nevet
before attained. Abundant crops and great
d.emands in Europe forWeft-Indian producct

B 1 caufed
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caured the Wand to flourifh, enriching
the Planter and the Merchant. Every thing
was favourable to the country. Great im­
provements had been made in every point.
In agriculture the ploughwas introduced,and,
in fituations where it could be ufed, faved
much of the labour required for the ufual
mode of turning the ground to receive the
cane-joints, which, as you have feen, is
digging by hand with the hoe. The prac­
tice of manuring was more attended to than
formerly, when the only attempt of reco..
vering the foil was to fuffer it to lie fallow j

by which the fineft lands in the world were
exhaufted, and old eftate~ of the higheR:
value gradually ruined. Keen and fagacious
Planters forefaw in time the deftruaion
that awaited them, and difpofed of their
property at a feeming undervalue: in the
purchafe of new lands they

y their ambition in the name of an old
ilies, if they

outlived their own ruin.

The:
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The making of fugar and rum had be-en

fcientifically ftudied for years, and had al­
moft attained the point of perfeCl:ion. For
the improvement of the former, great re­
wards had been offered and given.

The cultivation of cotton had greatly
increafed, men of fmall capitals finding
their advantage in it; whereas they muft
have been ruined, had their ambition led
them to the cultivation of the canet which
requires a large capital.

Indigo was formerly a fiaple of Jamaica,

but the fucceffive failures of the fpeculators
caufed the culture of it to be entirely
abandoned; at leaft fo much, as no longer
to defe"e the name of ftaple.
near!

ernment having reduced thofe a fhilling in

B 3
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notwithftanding
the avowed fuperiority of the Mocha­
coffee. The cocoa, from which chocolate
is made, has not been fo fortunate. It was
once cultivated to a confiderable extent;
but the planters, oppreffed by the weight
of taxation, gradually negleCl:ed it, and it
finally £hared the fate of the indigo. There
are two other commodities, which form

articles of the native exports of Jamaica;
ginger and pimento or allfpice: but to no
great extent, and the latter began to decreafe
long before the period ofwhich lam treating.
It has, however, been the rife of many a
man, whofe fon or gr~nd[on is willing that
Sabean odours and a fpicy £hore lhould fink
into oblivion under the luxurious fireams
of the. more dignifying Arundo Sacchari..
fera; and to forget that,

Chear'd with the grateful fmell, old Ocean fmit'd.

I will enable you to judge of the extent
of the Jamaica-Trade at the commence- .
ment of the French Revolution, by laying
~~fo~ you an account of the fhipping and

. fe~m~~
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feamen employed in it, with the nature
and quantity of its exports and imports,
a little previous to that period. The ftate­
ment exc1ufive of coafting floops, wherries,
&c. is as foHows:

NumlJtr of 7j Mm.r!/lll Dn7lfJgt.t ~ I.

For Great Britain 242 63,47 1 7,748
In'land 10 1,23 1 9 1
American States 133 13,041 893
Britifh American Colonies 66 6,133 449
Foreign Weft Indies 22 1,9°3 JH
J\frica 1 10<) H

474 85,888 9,3+4-

But many of the veife1s for America and
the foreign Weft-Indies making two or
more voyages in the y~ar, a third is ufually
deducted in computing the real number of
veffels, their tonnage and men; which, on
the above ftatement, will leave the total
400 veffels, 78,862.tons, 8,845 men.

ary 1788, with the value at the time in

• Thefe ftatements arc on the authority of the books of
the InfpeClor.General.-I have taken them from Edwards.

)34
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e.d.L.

The IMP.OR.TS into Jamaica, for the fame
period, were as follows:
Fl'Om Great Britain direct, according to a return of the

lnfpedor·Generjll'. for 1787.

L. I. d.
686,657 .. 3

72 ,2J7 3 1

---- 758,93a S ..

. ~rititb Manufadurct

foreign Merchandize

From Ireland, allowing a moiety of the
whole import to the Brililh Wcfl.Inditll,
confiftiflg of manufactures and folid pro-
",ilion" to the: amount of L. 350,000 175,000 0 0

FrolJl Africa, 5,345 negrocs at L. +0
. fterlin~ each, being wholly a Britilh

trade carried on in {hips from England 213,800 0 •

:From the Britilh colo'i1its in America, ill-
cludin~ about 20,000 quintals of flllte4
cod from Newfoundland. 30,000 Q 0

From tbe Uni~ed Stales, India.com, wheat.,
jJour, rice, lumber. ftaves, !cc. imported
in Brililh {hips 90,000 0 •

From Madeira and Tencriffe in lhips tra.
ding circuiloufly from Great Britain, 500
pipes of wine (exclufive of wines for re.
exportation) at L. 30 frerling the pipe 1),000 0 •

From the foreign Well.Indiel UDder till:
free·port law, Bs:c. calculated on an ave·
rage of three years 150,000 0 0

Total L.I,4-3 2 ,73 2 5 ..

W~8
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10,000

1400 Ma­

or

Thus have I given you a brief, but ac­
curate, {ketch of the flate of Jamaica; rela­
tive to its cultivation, commerce, population,
and force, at the beginning of the French
Revolution. For particular information
refpeCling the previous flate of the country

on thefe fllbjeCl:s, I refer you to the hiftory
of the Bland, which accompani~s there let­
ters j and {hall at prefent turn .your attention
to the fubjeCl: of flavery, and the condition
of the negroes at the time we are fpeaking
of.

of which the confequence was a
change of manners; and the old Creole

habits were fucceeded by European ele-
gance

DFarquharson
Highlight
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gance and refinement. Another conft­

quence, of much great~r importance, was
the improvement in the condition of the
negroes. en,
{elves men,

gave

amend~

previous to the examination
of the fubjeB: of the nave-trade in parlia­
ment. It did not proceed rapidly indeed,
for the mind does not alter rapidly. The
JI10dcs of treatment long in ufe, the light
in which naves had been confidered, [olely

the difpofition of thofe to whom.

their millers or the law configned the

management of them, were heavy clogs

to the melioration of their lot. At length
the fubjeCl of the flave-trade was taken up

in the Houfe of Commons. Among the

mifchievous
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mifchievous effeC.l:s of the new philofophy
of the enlightened 18th century, an age
which, compared to the preceding, might
be called barren in men of genius, an un­
projeCled, unforefeen, collateral good re­

fulted in the BritiIh Weft-Indies.. The
gradual effeCl of humanity was accelerated
by a fpur, that has never failed to fti~ulate

mankind. Self-intereft, which had urged
individuals to confider and "difcover the
" loweft degree of fubfiftence, and the
U higheft degree of labour confiftent with
C' the prefervation of life," now fuggefted
to the community in the colony, that
it was abfolutely necdfary to take a freib
view of £lavery, to reftrain the defpotifm
of unlimited power, and to reconcile the
advantages of the Planter with the com­
fort, the happinefs of the nave. In the
inquiry propored to the Britilh parliament,
refpeCling the nature and ftate of the nave~

trade, with a view to the abolition of it j

the inve.ftigation was not reftrained to the
AfricaQ.

7 ......
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African commerce, but embraced the whole
fubject of flavery; and, if general eman­
cipation was not aimed at, it was at leaft
taken deeply into confideration. cruel­

aft they were reprefented by
t~e writers and orators of Great Britain.

;
they were incapable of barbarity, but they
perceived that the charges were not
unfounded. In· reperufing the laws of
the ifland they difcovered that thefe were
inadequate to the protection of the negroes.

againft mercilefs mafters and managers j

and they were fenfible that many of the
abominable actions, imputed to the in­
habitants, of the colonies, had been com­
mitted by men who were a difgrace to na­
CUre. Since that time, not only a general

reproba~
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reprobation of cruelty has been the language
of the Weft-Indianp but a law was paffed in
Jamaica in an early part of the French
Revolution, by which the former Jaws re­
lative to llavery were repealed, and a code,
confolidating the milder regulations of the
old fyftem, with additional improvements,
eftablHhed ••

regul~­

hment at the public expenee: and the

As the confolidated aCt remains the coOt
tJDif of Jamaica to the prefent time, I now

• See Appendix, No. r.
drop
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drop the fubjeB: of navery in order ta

refume it, when I come to confider the

aCl:ual Rate of the colony.

The affairs of St. Domingo..- impelled
by the political torrent of the affairs of
the mother-country, affumed the moll:
difaftrous and terrifying complexion. The
hiftory of that devoted iiland has been gi"ven
to the public with elegance, perfpicuity,
and I believe fidelity, by Edwards. I !hall
touch therefore on that part only which is
immediately 'Connected with my fubJect.

In St. Domingo, as in old France, the
horrors that rore to view in every quarter
of the country, caufed an immenfe emigra­
tion.

ica,and a number of the principal planters
So early as in the end

of the year 179 I ,application had been made
by many of there Planters, to the Britiili

I I Goycrn-
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Government, to fend an armament and talccl

poffeffion of St. Domingo;

,
The time.

however, foon came when the National
Affembly of France, withdrawing the maik
of moderation, avowed their enmity againft
al1 the regular Governments; and obferving
in the BritHh Miniftry an inflexible deter­
mination of fupporting the conftitution 01
Great Britain, and of oppofing fuch inno­
vations in the general fyftem of Europe as
tended to alter her fituation in the fcale of
political influence, declared war againft chi.
country.

And here, my dear Friend, fuffer me to
pay a tribute of gratitude and admirationt
however flight it may be from my pen, to the
~onfummate fiatefman, whofe wifdom and

forefight, whofe prudence and perfeverance.

whofe talents and firmnefs, whofe energy
and
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and virtue, h:J.v,efaved this realm; raved the
m-ajefty of ~ fovereign, the dignity and
fpirit er, a gen~leman, the independence
and happinefs of a people. The brilliancy
offuch a charaCler cannot be eclipfed by
the turbulence of party-fophiftry~ and tae
fenneJlting er~dities of mob-leaders. Who
obferves any obfeurity in the tranfit of mer..
cul'f acrofs the fun l. Nay, although the
gloriOUI orb of heat and light is at times
darkened by an inferior interpofer, the
opaque body foon paffes away and leaves
its fplendor undimini1hed. I am one of
the multitude who fee in the war which
Mr. Pitt encountered, and in the wife pre..
cautions of his adminiftration, the means
by which the evils tQ.at threatened out
oountrywere averted. Anarchy, maffacre,
defolation, a confufed dominion of popular
demagogues ending in the defpotifm "'an
artful chief~n, are the tremendous c~i­
ties from which the immortal fon of thct'

immortal Chatham refcued us, when the
lIemons of deftrutlion had already extended

Vot.. I. C their



( la ,.
their taIoos' arid were lIa1'ting themtbwarda
us. Andcanwe be to"o grateful? I, myftiend;

can have no fbare in railing a ftafue:fu :Mr~

Pii:r, ,:~~~. 1 eagerly feize ~this oppottunity
of pub1idy t>rocIaiming ihofe fen'tifuc!rit'S! of'
efteem :and admiratiob, w"hich in I private I '
have Tfor<'II1~ny years'~teftified, and whith1f
believe I pani~ipate:*itli the' generility:iOf>
the' nition ~.' Tentimenlg1that-'douid'Wtit TaiP
to wm-m' die ·breaft. of~ery'BtitsIl,:'~er~'

they n6t ignobly fmOtb~dby the to6nt~r~

efFufionB- of jeakmfy, perfohal\ dif~ppQin~'

ment,. and party' fpirit: How' pulte :the
praife of our pUblic benefaao~ B0WS 'ft-om;
my pen you will judge, when·lJ telllr~·

tbat,individually, I have. long CormdCurll
Mr. Plt~as.theimmediate, t!lough blairlele~"

'G3ufe of 'One . of the greatefh calami{ies' ;0£
my life, and that, ~xcept inclhe inLbtnce Il
aUuJe to,' I believe 'he never he~Ttt:'!neJ

ntmed~.' . ) i· J "';

., ,(t

:... 'On; the'deClaration of war overtures were

a~iii 'madeiby the Planters of St. Domiftgo
. "

• .J' to
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f~' ~ri;i{h
, and M. Char­

mBtf', 'On~~ 6£ the' :Planters, obtained dif..
~telief;j to'GeriC!iai W1lliamfon, the tieute­
nant1@BveJfnot aridCo~mander i~ ehief 0/
Jlllda~ap'..:anthotizirig
meB.RJr~·I

rbi~i(~et,fo~the purp~fe of taki~g p,df­
fef1ion "6f1 t~o~; :pa~ts of'St. Domingo, ~hat

~erc? 'd\,@Wed 'to fu~rend:et' to his majd~y'~
~rtnsj 'fl~~'t6
t1i~·~tii6~s:
~h1t4~ \a"s"~,elf ~o· ~id
St:·:Oo~ipgo,

thent~ fiom, Engl~nd prdmif~d~':Mor~
. .• t ", I ". • ... T .. -

ihap; 'half of the force 'iri'Jainaica was dif-
r. I ~ .. ,. " ' .

patched le;> 'St. Domingo.. . .' , ", ' '
. • ~) ~ • ; .,( . " I .' - " ~. • J ,

't~~~e;are two 'chi~ipointsr~"whic.h~his~
dlt~l\r~us' expedition \b~ars a co.nnexion~,
witW ;i~niaica. IhJ

:dle firft pl~ce, h' d~ctined'
,t.he,W~d.~f the troops. that w~re to,pr,ot~ct

th~ ,i~~~h~tants ~and' it ,g~ve birth,', to .the,
Fi'e.n,ch

t

prodlamition aboliihing 'al(inan'her
•• '1 C 2 of
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of fiavery. It was Impoffible for the in­
habitants to contemplate the dreadful eventa.

paffing in an ifland almoll: within fight,

without trembling for their own fafety; and
they watched with horror the progrefs of
doc9:rines, the objeCl:s of which were to fph­
vert all the known governments, and to put
an end to the colonial exiftence ofthe Weft­
Indies.

ainder of the adminiftration of General

179~

maj~ftY'1

o, whither he­
repaired

1795,

Having now read the previous hiftory
gf Jamacia, and the {ketch in this letter

which·
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which brings you to a period i~ the early
part of the French Revolution, you are
fufficiently p~are4 to tnter upon our
princi~al Cubjea. and I thall accordingly
in my next relate to you the origin of the
~.OODl.
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LETTER II.
•... 1 l. .'!

jlJm.a~a rtlin'lufJhtd. ~y th! Spqniqrdr.-.8,panj/h. $!fI"W:
. /tJt.":-Juan tit Bo/as.-Origin· of ih~' Mar~1J~.-;'

Cl.rmdo" Infurre8ion.-erhe Depredationj of the Re­
le/s. erhey ele8 Cudjoe their Chief. - 'The Maroons tn­
ereaft in Number.-DjviJion of the Cottil'Wootl Part,.
-A Body of them join Cudjoe.-erhe 'Whole Part,
united under him.-Ktncujfm.-Cudjoe joined by th.

Madagajears.-erhe Appd/atilm if Marol1ns e:rtentlttltIJ
,Gutljols Party.-erheir mode of obtaining ,Arnu anti
.Ammunition.-Genera/ ;nterd! d/abliJhed among tht
Maroons of the different Parts of the lj/and.-erhe Go­
'fJernmmt yfalJlijhu advanced P#s.-Mufquito Indians
employed.-Codpits defiriled.-M.rlXJn mode of War.
-Cudjoe changu his P~tiIJn.-Encre.ltJ the Part,

under his brother Accompong.-Progrtft of th, War.
-erhe GO'IJernment maNU formidable Preparations.­
Determines fir.Jl tIJ offer ererms of Peaet.-Guthrie ai/ll
Sad/er march tf) Cutljoe's Cf"o'Wn.-Rujftl ftnt in.­

Definptlon of Cutljoe.-Pe.ce conc!udeJ.-CoPJ of the
errealy.

W HEN Jamaica was conquered by the

Engliih in the year 1655, f the

,
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~qba; but tbt troops ndt beirlg fufficient1y

Z)umerous to do more:than occupy t.he'prin­

~ipal ,places on the fouth fide,' ma~f
po{fe{fed~

~on.tin,Ued rem~_

!the north fu:fe.' Their chief
,efldence was in tb~.neighbOnrhood :of a ­

lawn called Sevillai Nueva' that had' tiren -to
fpm~ c~fequence, .and of which the re.;.
mains are fUll" to be feen about halE a mile
from St. Ann's Bay, in the fields of a planta­

tion called Seville;' where the ruins ~f a

church, convent, and other buildings are

plainly traced. .In this

wb~ Ja~aica,

.' In
• {hort time thefe were prevailed upon to
make a dcfcent on the ifland,. with the hope
of regainiug the poifefflOn of-it; and ac­

cor~ingl1 l?on Arnoldo de Sali, the. old

~oveJ"nor,with five hundred of the former

inhabitantB. and a thoufand tr.oops· [rOln

C 4 old
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old Spain, landed at Rio Nuevo to th~

eaft of Seville, and built a fort. The a\­
t~mpt however was rendered abortive by
the vigor.Qua meaf\1rea purfued by C0­

lonel Doyley. the EnglHh Governor, who,
with a body of five hundred men, marched
from the fouth fide., attacked the Spaniards,
forced them., after a warm conteft, toabandon
their fettlements, and fipally compelled all
of them to feek refuge in Cub~ .

It may be imagined that at their depar..
ture many - of th~ l)a'Ye~

~lined ~heir

~ifp;Qfed

~orth

. To thefe they Sed, and it
is fuppofed that for fomer time

it hoftilities againft the new pofi"efi"ors of

• Edwarde CaY' the Spaniards had 1500 Oavel who be.
~. ~DI~: b\l~ tbie caD be oDly vague c:onjetlure. ~
~ ... _. . . ~~
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;

Previous to the final embarkation of the
Spaniards, large bodies of the Spanifu naves
had fled to the woods in different parts of '
the inand J and a very formidable number
bad colle~ed in the mountains ofClarendon,
under a chief named Juan de Bolas, whofe
name is ftill given to the fpot which be
pccupied.

f~pm ~e

fouth U4e, but ugh

ives on the porth fide, it id doubtful whether
theyeverh~dany~

This body the Governor foon found means
to conciliate, and they furrendered on an
acknowledgment of their freedom, and an
amnefty for all offences. They could not
wdeed be well confidered as naves by the

con..



( ~6 )

conquerors; andtheu-.mmes, t~hihomd,

were be~ter regarded -. the eJrc;as' of a -par­

-barous warfare' than inade ,die'gr~di Jof

,c:ndle[~ hoftility~ At _firfi: :fpey relldily c:il­
gaged to aCl: againft the oUMtf1.igltivts.in

the illand; but being defeated, and their
leader fiain, their 'ardour co~d,.and.their

null:\bers great~ -'d6Creafin~tihey r. fought
quiet' and _protcCliOn in thi;vicin'ity of

towns and fetdementsj, nOr were, atiy of
,them ever 'knoWn to return to their" former

hatilltS in the mDWllains of CIa:rendon.

The reft of' the, fugitive. negrOes" 'now

'defignated by the' appeHation of. Maroons,
or hog~hunters, continuing for :many years
to wage a de[ultory war againfl: the inha­

bitants, !were confined chiefly ,10- the eaftern

.and northern parts of tbe itland:
1690

r~rea.t

~ruited

~hei~ f~omam9ggme

,
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.negro,s, wj~h whom th;ey kept up a comm~
~ic~ti~n, a~d from who!e grounds they were .

. 1 I I'

9ften fQpplied with pJ;ovifions. By degr~"

they be~ame very' for~idable, and in their

pred~to.ry excur{io?-s. ~reatly diftreLfe4 the
back f~ttlers, by plundering their houfes,
• J _ J.' -

de.ftroying their cattle, .and carrying off theit
llaves by force. This party for many
years retarded the fettlement of that fide
of the c~y~try.· and obliged the Planters.
who had.' mad~ fome progrefs in theiJ:
eftates, to live in a continualftate of alarm
and preparation for defence, and to build

their houfes accordingly. Thefe were fo
placed as to corpmand the plantation-works,

bu~ldings, ~nd negro-houfes, and were fre.
qU,ently.copfirufred with Bankers and loop:"
bol~~, .for the purpofe of firing upon th~

~{f~ilants when they approached fo near.

~his

.
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tinued in th~ north and eaft of thCJ iJland•
. At firft their depredations had been. carried
on in fmall parties,

{elves to fuch excclfelt that freq.uent· com.­

the receifes of the wo04.
if They were iQ the outfet

furprifed by fome parties, gifperfed, and
many of them killed. Previous to this they
bad no general leader or chief of the b04y.
but wandered in gangs und~r the direction
of different leaders j but now finding mat
the colonifts had determined to fu1f~r ~h.c:m­
felves to be annoyed no longr=r pya lawlefS
band of plunderer~, an~ t~at paI1ies were
fitted out to attack them wherever they
could be found, they concentereq their
for~e,

.

-
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man, who, onaffuming the command, al'.
pointed bis brothers Accompong andJohnny
leaders. under him, and Cuffee an~ ~o

fubordinate Captains.

While the Clarendon rebels were carry­
Ing on their depredations on the fouth fide:.
of the Uland, the
inued theirs, and for a long Ceries of yeara

Ineffed:ual efforts were
made to fubdue them; and, although they
fufFered greatly in feveral furprifes and
well-projeaed attacks, they remained a.
rallying poinr for all who were difpofed to

quit a flate of labour, and to increafe their
body~ They were joined from time to
time by a number of. naves, principall,.
thofe imported from the Coromantee coun­
try, a people inured to war on the coaft of'
Africa.

Whether it was that this body of Ma-­
roona had to fuflain more vigorous and fre-

IJ quenl
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quent" atraults than fulttd tilt! 'difpofitibt18

of' many of the people, or' thar diiI'etiflonlf

had taken place among them;' or ·that! both
thefe caufes co-operated, whldi i~ff>T()ha.ble;

certain it is, that previous to the year 1730
a party of them fepllratf1(l:froh1J~~e':otl\~rs,

antr d~ftinguifh~d 'them.fdves- ;bfth~ '~~~
of the'.COUaw6'OdS~ (ha:tting,it' WifJ~p6fec1;}
originally come f;om ~ place' fOb~l1icr; ~ri~a~
the 'prefent Maroon -cbarleA:b~:·n,'~1iii··in~.

pati£h of St. Gebrge's~' .. le~~~
off1~'C'~~ qtli~-kd)1i~t

'ana~ ~erd

the"\Yhit~ bih:a~

n~groe

Ie~der

unication with him by means of' emil­

of

lored country,' to
und~r.

and
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m~d, . pCriods~

bo~

, and :d~

:'OOt "though confolidated intO one'
bOdy for- all tllie purpof~s and projects of Cl •

coD;11'nqnity of free-boaters, the diftinCl:ion
of their ~rigin.was ,always, kept'~p. ,The
I14Qi11eof,Cot~awood:,was':.prefervedarnoog.
t~ ~cenda'llt~ o( ~t,tripc, and ,(he od­
ginal: ·body :ofIle,gl"OC$~~~r, Cudjoe we;-e

di.ft~nguiau~d', by the:3ppell,atkm of Kencuf­

fees., in. wAi'ch .l~' ~c,. *~ffion ~fthdr

cJUe{" j:onuQ;Ued. : 'c: I . , ,

,.'/ .. J., t '1 I "....1.' • ' .. 11 '~',,. .

Ut

te~ly

aifti.:nd:

othef,bl~cks.t

.isof·a<J.eeper jet· than that,' of:
theit:

!Europeans; tMir bair
9
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{ych

and eighty yeats;

They were
called Madagafcars, but why I do not know,
never having heard that any naves were
brougbt from the 1lI0lnd of Madagafcar4 It
is poHible there may be fome other diftria
in Mrica called by the fame name. They
faid that they ran away from the

~he

It does not appear that
their number was great, but they were re.
markably proUfic. Some of the old people

remember
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remember that their parents fpoke, in th~ir

own families, a language entirely different
from that fpoken by the reil: of the negroes
with whom they had incorporated.

They began at that

time to purfue a more regular and con"
ne8:ed fyftem of warfare, and,

uent {kirmHhes with the troops fent out

,
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Wand, has fince fa often foiled the be{\; ex­
ertions of difcipfined bravery. Plunder

had been the origin2L1 fpring of their enter·
prizes, but when they found themfelves

purfued, and attacked in the very woods,

every confideration became abforbed in the
paffion of revenge. M u~der attended all
their fucceLres: not only men but women
a,nd children were facrified to their fury,

and even people of their own colour, if un­

connetted with them. Over fuch as fe­
c,retly fa.voured . them, while they appa­
rently remained at peace on the plantations~

they cxercifed a dominion by the influence
~f Obeah, andr made them fubfervic+lt to
their dcfigns.· thefe Cudj/oe was always_

ullies accordingly. 1\s ,he frequently de­

III
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h~

mad~ un~

. Nay, a Maroon him­
felf might, by carrying a few fowls and a
baficet of ptovifions on his head, pafs un­
noticed and unknown through the im­
menfe cro~'d of negroes frequenting the
markets in the large towns

and it
muft have beefi more eafily effeCted for­
merly.

ineffeaua.Hy~ 'Thefe circumftances'
aCcOUnt, in fome mea[ure, for Cudjoe's hav­
iti~· been able to protratl: the war for fo
manyyear~

" .
At len~ll, in the year. 1,733, the aclmi..'

~iftrati<?n be~an. tC?,. tire of the ineffeCl:ual
ft~em that' ~~.. be~n ~ folong purfued.

. 'J . . "'~f ',:..,~ li}

Cu<1joe's p'arifhad' been greatly augment..
. ...:. i,

D :1 cd·,
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cd j and, befidca being joined by the Cot..
tawoods and Madagafcars, he had now
db.blillied

ard Maroons, who had perlifted in hofti­

:and fuccefs,

The Government, therefore, determined
to efiablilli {everal advanced pofts near the

ufual reforts of each party, in order to check
their incurllons, and proteCt the neigh­
bouring fettlers: accordingly fame were
formed in the eaft, in the vicinity of the

windward Maroons, and one in the centre,
of the i£land; that being fuppofe,d neare~ to
the general rendezvous of

. The fpot chofen for this pofi Wai:

on Cave River, at the weftern extremity
of a very fingular flat about feven miles
long and three wide, furrounded on all
fides by very high mountains,' and nearly
half a mile perpendicular above the level of
the rea. Here 'a lar~e range of barracks

was
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was built within a high waIJ, flanked with
four regular ~aftions.' Other pofts, on a
{maller fcale, were raifed in different parts
of the Wand. y

being kept up between different poils
by fmall foot-paths purpofely opened, the
operations of the parties employed to wage
a conftant and haraffing war upon them,
w.ere facilitated.

. . The iDandat this time had but few re­

ied by ~he ; and to
have called out the militia would have

been injurious to the profperity of the co-.
10ny. It was therefore thought beft that in­
dependent companies and rangersfhould be
raifed; which was done, and thefe com­

panies, commanded bf men chofen for their
vigour and activity, were fiationed at the
barracks on Cave River,

. To
D 3 this
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this force' was attached a number of con.
, I '.

fidential negroes, called Black-fuot, ~ulat~

toes, and Indians j for the laft of whom,

feveral vefI"els had been difpatched to the
Mofquito {hore.

urfions

himfelf~

Cudjoe and his patty found themfelves e~
tremely haraffed, and much, difappointed
in the hope they had placed on the diffi..

culty of accefs to their retreats, where they
had begun to cultivate, provifion-grolinds~
The Black-fhot' and Mufquito Indians
proved of great fervice in tracing the haunts
of the Maroons, and of courfe Cudjoe's
fettlements and provifiens were fucceffively

difcovered and deftroyed: not, however~

without frequent ikirmiilies, which, though

terminating in the defeat of the Maroons,

• The father of Major James, who war., aftcrwardeap­
pointcd Superintendant General of the Maroo,DB.. '

were
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.
:tt'tended on the fide of' tbe

'

ays to be confidered as defeated when they

ene~y

pri~ciples

~ r~gular
Th~~#a~,d objeCt: of a Maroon chief in war'
was to take ~ ftation in {0.!Il~ glen, or, as it is

calIec1"i~ 'the \V ~O: Indies, C?>ckpit" en~lofed

~y. .~~;cks and, ~?~nt~ins ~early perpendi­
cular, and to WhlC~. the '(}nly pflKlfcable,

l " _ ~ j. - • '.

entrance is by a very narrow defilej, From
t~e ,firO:, Cockpit t~~re is a fucceffionof
tKe·tb~·' f~A~!ng fro~'eaft to weft, on a line
itr wh'fehlthey are' paffable from one to the .
orher,'rhough' w'ith more or lefs difficulty.

There arc' alfo parallel lines of Cockpits,
btit·aS' their ripes are often perpendicular,

froffi' fifty t<Y~ighty feet,
~~'e

4

j
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. The
northern afpeCl is commonly the fteepeft
and often a folid perpendicular rock, fo that
if the oppofite afcent were praClicable, to
deflOend into the parallel line would be im­

poffible. This is the general charaCler of
thefe recefi"es; though they may in fome

\

degree differ in their direction. They have.
probably been formed along the large
mountains of the Wand by violent earth­
quakes. On the difficult afcents there are
either no trees, or fuch as have not thong
roots: there are trees in the glens, and the
entrance of the defiles is wood}'. In fame'
water is found near the pafrages on either
end, but not in the centre.

. Hav­
ing but one common entrance, the way to

it was fo trodden by the frequent egrefs

and ingrefs of their parties who go in queQ

of

\
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of provifions and plunder, that when a
diftant track was obferved by a 1harp­
fighted guide, it hardly ever failed to lead

to the mouth of' the defile. At this
mouth, which looks like a great 6lfure
made through a reek by fome extraordi­
nary convulfion of !\ature, from two hun­
dred yards to half a mile in length, and,
through which men can pars only in a
fingle file.

uers, of whore approach they had always
There,

after a long march, opprelfed by fatigue
and thirft, advance towards the mouth of
the defile, through the track obfcured by

trees and underwood, in an approach of
manl
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many wiadings, which are either occa~

fioncd by the irregularity of the ground,

or defignedly made for the purpofe of ex­

pofing the affailants to the attacks of the
different parties in ambu!h. A favourable

opportunity is taken when the enemy is

within a few paces to fire upon them from

one fide. If

thi~,

the meantime

the concealed Maroons, fre£h, and thorough~

ly acquainted with their ground, vanifh

almofi unfeen. before their enemies havt

reloaded.

with­
{hoes ame, and for fame

uch W3S the natur~

9f the Maroon-war; thollgh. it is rca[on.

'. able
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able to fuppofe tbat the people under Cudjoe
b:ad not arrived to the p~rfea:ion of tactics
difplayed by his fucrdfors in the late conteft.

, Indeed, it is known that for a confiderable I

time his opera;tions were carried on about
Mouth Rinr, Hector's River, the black
grounds, and tracts to the eaftward of the
veater cockpits, where, though the countI'J
was rugged and difficult, it was eafy in com",:
parifon with the feat of war in the year

, ' ,
!79S·

'-., ~udjoe,

~acks com~

feek ~ fituation of greater fecurit1

th~ ~etty

"Bottom,
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Bottom, now well known, was acceffible
by a .,ery narrow defile. This cockpit was
confidered as a very large one, containing
about feven acres of land, and a fpring of
water. Cudjoe difplayed great judgment in
chufing this po6tion, as in cafe of alarm he

could throw himfelf into the cockpit,whence

no valour or force could drive him; and

at the fame time he placed ~he great range
of cockpits between him aftd his former
annoyers. The choice of the pofition was
equally judicious in refpet}: to predatory
incurfions, as the pariihes of St. lames's,
Hanover, Weftmorelasd, and St. Eliza­
beth's, lay open to him; and prefenting
more extenfive and lefs defenfible frontiers,
afforded him opportunities of aCling with
{maller detachments, and of obtaining

. abundant fupplies from different quarters~

he
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erty. This ftacion was above the moun­

tains of Nau{fau, a place where there is frill

a town called Accompong after his name.

In this fituation did thefe people main­
tain themfelves in a fiate of favage free­
dom for feveral years,

.
In their inroads they exercifed the moO:
horrid barbarities.

ims to their thirft of blood; and, though
fome were more humane than others, all
p.id implicit, obedience to the command of
a leader, when that was given to imbrue
their hands in blood: but, murder once com..
menced, no chief ever had power to fiay cbe

hand



hand of his meaneR: follower, and there is
hardly an inftance of a prifoner having been
faved by them. The

their

by

hich on the fIght of

him were raifed to {hike off his head.

Eight or nine years had now elapfed, {inee
Cudjoe's renown had united all the fugitive
negroes in the Wand, of whatever origin
th~ were, in a general interefi; and finee:
the appeUation of Maroons had been given
indifcriminately to all the tribes of them.
Force after force had been employed to
fubdue them in vain; their hoftile opera­
tions againft the inhabitants were carried on
with unremitted vigour. At length the
colonifts reColved to make every facrifiee,

and u[e- every exertion, to put an end to fo

haraffing a war.
-
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ferv~(e,

.· Amidft

there· formidable preparations, there were

great apprehenfions entertained of the un­
tertainty of 'the moO: vigorous m:eafures;

the failure of which would not only en­

courage the enemy, and entail a perpe­

t'ual war upon the ifland, but might operate
on the minds of the naves, who would be

~onvinced of the ~ower of the Maroons to
maintain a fuccefsful oppofition againfl: the

Government•.

awney, was therefore urged ·by the prin­

This being refolved upon, it was necef­

fary tbat it £bould be done with the utmo!t

expedition; for a tte~ty, the purport of

which .was to eftablifh the freedom anq in­

dependence ·df a bec1y. of negroes, could

not he fuffered to remain long pending in
the
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the contemplation of navcs, numbers ot
whom might be tempted to aim at obtain.
ing the like advantage: Guthrie ·and Sadlcr
were accordingly difeCl:ed to communicate
the offers to Cudjoe as fpeedily as pollible.

On receiving intelligence
Qf theofI"ers to be made, Cudjoe called in
his detachments, which had already fallen
back, hearing of the preparations made
againft them. The formidable ftate of thefe
threw a great difficulty in the way of nego­
tiation,

.

Governed by this motive, the cautious
Cudjoe colleCl:ed his force, and waited the
approach of the peace-makers, 011 a fpot the
moft favourable to aCl:ion in his mode of
war, and on which his people might de-

10 ~nd

Dlgltl"d vGoogle
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fend themCe1vC8; were treach~ry intended on
the part of the Government. His men
were placed on the ledges of rocks that rofe
almoft perpendicularly to a great height" on
a ground which, compared to thofe 'pr~ci­

pices, might be called a plain, the extremity
being narrowed .i~to a paffage, uIx.>n
which the fire of the whole body might
bear. This patrage contracted itfe1f into a
defile of nearly half a mile long, and fo
narrow that only one man could pafs along
it at a time. Had it been entered by a line
of men, it would not have been difficult
for the Maroons from the heights to have
blocked them up in the front and in the
fear, by rolling down large rocks at both
~nds, and afterwards to have cruilied them
to death by the fame means.

lready
~entioned. The entrance was impregnable~

the continuation of the line of fmallet
.:ockpits rendered the rear inacceffible, and

VOL. I. E Naturo
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" .

Nature had fecured the flanks or her 'awn
fortification. In ,this deU were fecured the
Maroon women and children, ana all their
valuable things depofited. On the open
ground before the defile the men had'
eretled their huts, which, were called Ma­
roon'town, or Cudjoe's to,*,n, whence, in
cafe of an alarm, the people"coukf flt in a'

minute to the ledges of the ro~ks' at the
mouth of the cockpit j nor would their
town' have been a great lors had itbeen burnt.
They did not, however, confide foJeIy to the
~curity afforded them by the cockpit, and
the eafe with which they made themfeIvell

mafters of the d~file j every -approach too

their mountains was, for a mile or two, at

other difficult pa{fes, well guarded by fmalt

advanced parties, who on the appearance

of an enemy might alarm their tlraggling
bodies by means of their' horns, which were
heard at a confiderable dillance, and gave
timely notice for every one to repair to his
poft. Thus fituated, Cudjoe patiently waited

the arrival of the olive-branch, and clearly
. ,

I lpanifefted .
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tbatllfdl:ed his' intentions; and his wHhe9
ibr an3.ccomm'odation; by ordering bis ad­
v~ced pofts not to ,fire a'filot. His p~es

. therefore merely founded their homs, and
retired to the main body. '

, At this folemn juntmre Colonel' Guthrie
advanced l:1nmolefted with his troops,
throughfituations in which the Maroons

mIght~ greatly annoyed him, even 'With
the large force he then had under him.

de~ce, diftan~e h~

halt~ pd obfervin~ the fmoke of

of their hut~' within a few hundred yards,

though he CQuld not fee one of them~ call~
Ina loud tone t~at he was come by the Go..
"V~rnor-8 order? to make them an ofFer of
~mr and treat for peace, which the white

E 2 . people
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people fincerely defued. An an{werwas
returned, declaring that the Maroons wHhe4
the fame, and requefting that the tro~"

might be kept back. This requeft being' .
apparently diClated by fufpicion, ColonC?!
Guthrie propofed to them to lhow the con­
fidew:c be had in their fincerity by fending
a perfon to them to affure them that the

white people were fincere on their part,
and to inform them of the particulars rela­
tive to th'eir freedom and fecurity, which
the Govenlment had authorifed hila to
propofe to them.

This being teadily confented to, Dr.
R.utrell was fcledcd for that purpofe. He
ac1vanccd very confid'ently towards their
huts, near which he was met by two Ma­
·roon8, whom he informed of the purport
.r his meiTage, and afked if either of them

·were Cudjoe. They replied in the nega:­
live, but £aid that if he would flay a little
While and no men followed him, he would

.fee Cudjoe. They then called out in the
14 Cora-
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Cexomantee language to their people; on
which feveral bodies of them, who were be-­
fore invifibJe', appeated on the rocks above.

Being within the reach of the voice, Dr.
RuffeJl addreffed himfclf to them, and, beg­
ged: particularly to have a converfation with
Cu~joe, of whom he fpoke in high terms j

faying; that if he were with them, he was
{ure, that as a brave and good man he would
come down, and fhow a difpofition to live in
peace and friendfhip with the white people.

Several Maroons now deftended, and
among them it was not difficult to difcover

the Chief himfelf.

hich waspartly

Round his
head was tied a [caaty,piece of white cloth,
fo very dirty, that its original ufe might .have

E 3 been



( 54 )

_n doubted. He had on·-a ,palt oiled.
drawers that did Dot· reach his knees, .ad
a fmall roulld bat· with the rims pareclfa
dofe to the crOWD, that it might have beeb
taken· fOl' a ca1ibafu·, being worn exatUy to
die rotundity of his held. On his rig_
~d.e hung a cow's horn with Come powtkr.
aad a bag of loarge cut llQgs J on the .ld\
~de he wore a mQlhet, or Coqteau,threo

inches broad, in a leather {heath. fufpcndecl
~der his ·arm. by a IWTOW~ th4t w~
round his fuoulder. He had no {hin OD~

&Dd his clothts, fuch as they were. ai well .
as .the pM[ of his ikin that wu eJq)Ofcdt
~ere covered wita the red ·dirt of the Cock.
piu, r&:f~blWgoker. Such was the Chief.
6lQd hia=men were as ragged and dirty at
himfeJicall~ gObS and cutAaffes. .Cud~
joe CODflaotly 1:aft his· eym towarde the
rroopa \Vhh Col'. Guthrie, ~ppelrtd very
fufpiOlOIIS. .Bd· &!ked Dr. Ruifellmari,

..• A fpede. of gourd, the pulp of which i. fCOQPCd out,
and the hard, 'though tbill, rind orcd by the negroea a••
J)owl' .

queftiona

Coogle
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queiUoftl .bef('re he ventured withiD hit;
reach. At Jail: Ruffell offered to' cha.
bats .with h~m as a token offricndlhiv; tOr

which he confeo.ted, and was bcgi~i~tQ'
converfe more freelr when .Col. ..~thrie,
called. aloud k> him, aH'urillg .him of ~
faithful.eompliance withwh~teverDr. Ruf...

~el1 promifed. »e' faid that he wiilied, to

cOQlCunarmed to him with a few of the,

principal gentlemen ofthe ifland,who '1lould

witn~f~ .t~e ~tb he would folemnly make

to tbe~ of peace .on his. p~rt. with Iibert1
and fecurity t9 the l\1arooDi on t1)cir ae-
~eding ~o it. ' .

.. .
~ C,udjae, afrer fame hefitation, canfented
to their coming forward, and perfuaded hiS

people to came down from the rocks, whicb
afew did, hut not without their ~ms. As
die gentle~en approached Cudjoe; he ap":
Feared tQ be in great tr~pidatiQl1, hut wbe­

.thee caufcdby joy or fear was doubt~ J

.though be was certainly und.er' the prp.
~,rung .fire of hia .own men, ~nd .the ne.

E 4 gotiators
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cOtiators were unarmed.

He feemed to have loft all his'
ferocity, and to have become humble, peni­
tent, and abjea. The reA: of the Maroons,
following the example of their cbief, pro­
f\rated themfe1ves" and expreffed the moft
unbounded joy at the fincerity fhown on
the fide of the white people.'

isfatlion..
If relief from the fatigues of a vexatious

and uncertain war was agreeable to the white
inhabitants of the ifland, it was nolef. fo
to-·the Maroons, who had for. fome time

before
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before been kept in a continual Rate of
alarm, and had b~gun ~o ~eel th~ w~nt of
means to continue hoftilitie8~ or even to
fapport a defenfive war. How 'long Cud­
joe might have protraB:ed it, is. u!1c;r­
tain j but be ackno\:Vledged that he had {or
fome time been in a ftate of want ,and d~~

fpondency~ Had any ofhis.men' been bol~

enough to propore returning to the mallers
t'o whom they origi~ly .belonged merely
on an- affurance or 'pardon, many, if not
the greater part of the MarQoo.s, wQuld
bave fupported the pr.opofal; bu~ all were
'deterred from expreffing fuch a fenti~ent,

by ihame and the d~ead of puniihment.

'entrance of Guthrie's Defile. The tree
was ever after called Cudjoe's tree, and held
in great veneration. I flail here fubjoin
the treaty.

, Articles
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"rtides ofPacification .'With the Maroons of
_Tre/aUJnJ TDU'.~conc/udtd March 1, J738.

IN the name of God, .amen. .Wh~roa8

Captain Cudjoe, Captain Acompong, Cap­

tain Johnny, Captain .CufFee, CaptaiIl
Q!!aco, and feveral other negroes, their
dependants and adherents, have been in ;a.

ftate of war and hoftility, for feveral years
pail, againft our fovereign Lor4 the King,
and the inhabitants of· this illand i and

whereas peacJ and frie~diliip among man.
kind, and the preventing the effufion of
blood,is agreeable to God, confonant to

reafoD, and defired by every good man,;
~d whereas his majefty George the Se­

cond, king of Great Britain, France, and
Ireland, and of Ja.maica, Lord, Defender of

the Faitll, &c. has, by his letters patent,

date4 February tho twenty-fourth, one
thoufand feven hlUldred and thirty-eight.
in the twelfth year of his reign, graoted

.full
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-.u. power ~4 .otllority k) Joltn Guthr1c
and Francis Sadler, efquires. to 1legotiate
and finally cpnc1ude a treaty of peace and

frien4tbip wrth the afor,tfaid Captaia Cud­
jac. and the reft of Ilia 1:aptaisu, adb~r..,
and othen his men; thcry- mllbiaUy, fib,. •
~rctly, anti ~oabjy. haY.·agr~· •.tD the
Iol1t.Jwi.!lg arti~le8; . . _ ' "

Firft, That all hoLUlitiC8 thall ceafc .on
both fid~& for ever.

8ecoJUl, That the 'Ut .Q.w.ptIln· Cucljot,
ibe re{\ pf his captaitu, adheren~, and
.ntcn, lhall he for ever hereafter in a periCa
Rate Df freedom and lilJerty, -excepting
th()f~ whohawe becm. taken by them, within

-two yeua Jail: pafi., if fuch· are willing to

ret\lT1l to their .aid snafters an.d owners, .
.with full .pardon and indemnity from -their

.faid R)Jlfters QC' OWlleFS for what is paft j

pro'fided always, that, if they are not will­

ing to r~1,Jt11.· they fuaIl remain in fubjec­

,ion to Captain Cudjoeand in friendlhip

with
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wim USf ac~.onlil1~ to'the fotln'aDd tenor
of this treaty.

J ,

Third,. That ,they {han enjoy and poi:­
,{em, fOf thenifelyes and pOfterity for ever,
-all: the landa fituatc and lying betweea
Ttelaw*y Town a'nd the Cockpits,· 'to the
amount of fifteen hundred acres, bear­
ing north-weft from the faid Trelawny
Town.

Fourth, That they {hall have liberty
toplaat the f~d laoos with coff'ee, cocoa,
ginger, tobacco, .and cotton, and to breed
canle,hogs, goats, or any other Rock,
and difpofe of the produce' or increafe of
the faidcommodities to the inhabitants of
this inand; provided always,' that when

they bring the faid commodities to market,
they fhall apply lirft to the cuftos, or
any other magiftrate of the refpeClive pa­
riOtes where they expofe their goods to
fale, for a lieence to vend the fame.

FIfth,
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. Flfth, That Captain Cudj~, and 'all
the Captain's adherent-s, and people now

in fubjeaion to him, ~ll all live. together
, .

within the bounds of Tl'elawpy town, and,
that they have 'liberty to hunt where they
'ihall think fit, except withil) three miles of
any fettlement, crawl, or pen;. provided
always, that in cafe the hunters of Captain
Cudjoe, and thofe of otherfettlezpent$ meet.

then the hoga to be equally divided betweell
both parties. ..

Sixth, That the' faid Captain Cudjoe,

.and hia fucceLfors, do ufe their beft' en­
deavours to take, kill, fupprefs, or deftroy.

atha' by themf~lve8, or jointly· with an,.
other number of men, commanded oD that
Cervice.by his excellency the Governor, 01'

commander in chief for the time be~ng, all
rebels wherefoever they ~, throughout tw.
illand, unlefs they fLobmit to the fame terms

of accommodation granted to Captain Cud..

jce, and hi. fuccdfora.
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. SeYentb, That iD cak this illand bd
invaded by any foreign enemy, the f_
Captain Cudjoe, and his fuccdfora herein­

after named or to be appointed, fhall thwl

upon notice giTen, immediately repair to

any place the Governor for the time being

:fball appoillt, in order to repel the (aid in•

• aders with his or their utmoft foree, ancl

to fubmitto the orders of the commander

in chief on that occafion.

Eighth, That if any white man {hall
do any manner of injury to Captain Cud~

joe, his fuccefI"ors, or any of his or their

-people, they 1hall apply to any command~

ing officer or magiftrate in the neighbo\lr~

hoed for juftice; a1ld in caft Captain C;ug~,

w tm, if his people, Jhall do Il1IJ injury ttI

tI"J white perfon he }hall,fio1llit bi1llJeif, or
deli'IJer upjuch r:/fender to j'!fli,e. .

Ninth, 1'hat if 8I.1y negroes ihall hero-­

after· run away frQlJ1 their mafl:er~ O!
owners, and fall into Captain Cudjoe's

hands,
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hands, they Alall immediately be Cellt back
to the chief mapftrate of the next parilh
where they are taken; and thofe that bring

thetn are to be fatisfied for their trouble, as

the legillature 1hall appoint. . "

. Tenth, Th~t all negroes taken", finee the

railing of this party by Capt., Cudjo~'..
people, {hall immediately be returned.

Eleventh, That Captain Cudjoe, -and m.
fucceiJOrs, fhaJl wait on his Excellency,

or the commander in chief for the time

being, every year, jf thereunto required.

Twelfth, That Captain Cudjoe, during hi.

life, and the Captains fueceeding him, filall
ltav~ fun power to inHill: atly punifbment
they think pToper for crimea committed by
their men among" thetrifelves, ~eath only
excepted; in which cafe,'if"the Capwa
think~ they defervc-" death, he: fhaU be
obliged to bring ~hem' before any juftice
of the peace, wno 1hall order proceccfuap

. on
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.. tb"'Ju.ia! ~ua1 ~.Jho(c:«i .othq- £reo
ft~"'"
...,....~~ .. ,

:.' Thirteenth, That Captain _Cudj~ "ith
his people, ihall. cu~. clear, -an.4 ke~ open,
large and convenient'roads from Trelawny

town toWefunorJand and St. James·" and.

ifp_oflible, .to St. Elizabeth's.

Fourteenth, That two white men, to
~ 1)OQ)iQatcd by' his Excellency, or the
~omma~ in chief for the time being,
~ conftantly live and rcfide with Captain .
C~djoe, and his fucceLfors, in order to main­
tain a friendly correfpondence with the ~..

• ~itant8 of thla lQand.

: .Fifteenth, That Captain Cudjoe ~aU,

during his life, be chief command~r in.
~re1awny town j' after his deceafe the com­
mand to devolve on hia brother ~ptain.

A~compong; and in cafe of his deceafe, OD.

~ next brother Captain Johony j ~nd, fail­
ing him, qaptaiti CufFee {hall fucceed; who

is
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is to be fucceeded by Captain Q!!aco; and
after all their demifes, the Governor, or
Commander in Chief for the time being,
thall appoint, from time to time, whom he
thinks fit for that command.

In teftimony, &c. &c.

\TOL. I.
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L£TTER. Ut

Party fi"t to diftlNtr the Windward Msrt»n e;(ow" undtr
ff<Jlno.-Burn fime Huts.-Am;r!f/ud.-Part, uniw

Captain Adoir fint to negotiate PeiKe with ItUllt1.­
DtJi:ription of the 1Vind'l.uard Mar()()n Settltmtnt.~ .
Savage Spirit of Revtnge.-DiJpute ht/wm. tht Rt·
gulars and .Jlfilitia.-Pta(e (oncludtd.~Differmet in

the ArticlCi of the Trtaty and thoft of Cudjols.

.
Under their chief ~ao they had defo­
bted the parifh of St. George's, and com­
mitted every excefs in the courfe of their
depredations. Previous to the laft prepara­
tions made againft the Trelawny body,
which happily brought on the peace, a force,
confifiing of a detachment of. Captain

Adair's independent company, under Lieu­
tenants Concannon and Thickneffe. and

iifty of the militia commanded by a Lieu-
,. tenant.
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tenant, was fent up the country towards
the head of Spaniili river, to look for a
Maroon town fuppofed, upon good inform­
ation, to be fituated on or near the banks
of it.

After a march of three days the troops
came to a fpot where the prints of the feet

of men and dogs were vifible. Here, ima­

gining themfe1ves near the Maroon fettle­
ment, they lay under arms the fucceeding
night, with an intention to attack the town.
early next morning by furprife. As they
expeCted, day-light difcovered fmoke pro­
ceeding from houfes at a little diftance,
upon which the troops rulhed up to the
fpot; but the Maroons having had notice of
their march, and knowing the pofition of the
town not to be tenable, decamped in the

night, leaving feventy-four huts, with a fire
burning in each. It appeared that this
place was not their fettlement, but a tem­

porary refort, the neighbourhood of it af­
fording good hunting and fifuing. The

f ~ troopa



( 68 )

troops fet the huts on fire, and then went in­
purfuit of the Maroons, who had purpofely
made tracts vifihle by cutting away bullies,
and artfully left cocoas, yams, and plantains,
at certain diftances, to induce tQeir purfueI'&
to believe that they were afraid of being
Qvertaken. At one place Lieutenant Con...
cannon found a fire with fame jerke<l hog
broiling, and left untouched. After a fruit­
lefs pur[uir, and much fatigue, the troops
turned back, intending to reR: on the bank
of Spaniili river, and to take the courfe
of the fiream towards the fea for a guide t()

the low lands, having no other condu4or.

The Maroons, who had imperceptibly.

hung on their rear and flanks, puiliing back.
towards a fpot fuited ter their taCtics, aQI.o
vantageoufiy poR:ed themfdves in am~{h..

Having obferve4 the nUl1lb~roftheir enemy,

they allowed the advance to pafs, then fwJ..,.
denly fell furiouJly upon the rear. The
militia fled, and the baggage negroes, to ~e

number of [eventy, thr~w down. their loads
and.
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and followed. The regulars took Thelter
under the perpendicular projed:ion of a
'lhountain that ovethung the ftream, whence
they could hear the Maroons talking.
though they could fee none of them•
.By firing at fhe poInts where the {moke
of the Maroon gunS appeared, the foldien
nearly expended all their ammunition.
In this tituation, almoR hid from their
enemyt· they remained four hours up to

their waifts in water, expofed to the heat
of a vertica~ fun, and apprehenfive of being
taken alive and tortured. At length a iliot
being fired from the oppofite fide of the
river,. .;hey imagined that the Maroons
were moving round to attack them 'from a
potition to which they were expofed, and

they made the belt of their way acrofs the
river amidft a iliower of {hot, leaving be­
hind them their killed and wounded. The
Maroons did not venture to purfue them
on ground lefs advantageous, and the party,
haraffed, fatigued} and defeated. returned
to their quarters in St. George's.

F3 About
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About thtee months after this, and fub­

fequent to the treaty with Cudjoe, a party
of three hundred foldiers, under the com­

mand of Captain Adair, was ordered to go
in queft of the Windward Maroons, for
the purpofe of making fimilar terms with
them. One of Q.Eao'smen, a hornman,
having been taken prifoner, conCented to
accompany Captain Adair, and undertook to
lead him to the principal town, where it
happened that a foldier, who had -been taken
pri~oner by fome of them, had infnrmed thein
of the peace Cudjoe had made. This was
the firil: intimation they had had of it, which
fuows that the communication between the

different bodies had not been regularly kept
open. As the hornman was acquainted

with the treaty that had taken place with

the Trelawny Maroons, he was anxious
that ~ao and his friends lhould know it,
and that the G ovemor wi!hed to treat alfo
with them. He was very folicitous thett
Captain Adair fhould not attempt to take

A.he town by force, and reprefented its fitua-
tion.
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tion to be {uch as no body of men, or even
an individual, could approach without a

notice of five or fix hours being given
from their advanced fentries.

.After a march of two"days, through a
country covered with wood, and full of
dangerous precipices, the troops were led to
the foot of a very high and fieep mountain,
where, on fome provifion grounds, Captain
Adair made a halt, and ordered his guide to
blowhis horn. The Maroons knowing by the
information given by the founds that they
proceeded from the miffing hornman, re­
turned an anfwer with one of their horns;
but not a man of them wa"s to be ,feen.
Captain Adair then hailed them with a
trumpet, and affured them that he was come
to make peace j that freedom had been'
granted to Cudjoe's people, and that it was
offered to them on the fame terms. The

Maroons had greatly miftrufted the intel.
ligence of the foldier whom they had maf­

(acred, but this corrobation removed their'

F 4 fufpicion,

\ .
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{u{picion,and, after (ome parley, they agtsecl

~o exchange a Captain for the purpo{e of
f~ttling preliminaries•. This was no fooner

done than an acre of light hrulh~wood OQ

the fide of the mountain was cleared by

~e mufchet \or coutea4) of each Maroon,

and e~po{ed to view the whole body, U.,
n~nged in, order.

The terms propafed being agreed to, a
part of the troops were {uffered to advance
to the town. As they fcrambled up a nar­
row path they every where found holes
dug to cover the defenders of the moun­
tain, and {licks crafTed for reiling theiw
guns, witk which they enfiladed every
~ngle, that from the fteepnefs it was ne- .
~effary to m~e in. afcending. Mer
gaining the fUD,lmit the vifitors had agaiQ

to defcend on the other fide, by a pat~

equally fteep ~d narrow which led to tho

town. Difficult as this. approach appears.
it may be confldered as ear,. wheit com~
pared to the paO"agea of the Trc;lawny cock-

I pits.
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pits, of which you will prefently hear more,
N~r the town the path widened fo as to
~dmit two fo)diers a-breaft, and the troops
entered with drums bc:ating and fome pa-­
rade, the appearance of which alarming-the
women and children, they fled to the woods,
They foon, however, returned,one after an..
other, on finding that the men did not
follow ~hem.

To {how the deadly hatred they bore the

white people, Thickneffe, who was the firft
in the town, and the perfon left with theIn

~.s a hoftage, related, that having taken up
his abode with~ao, his children could
Qat refrain {hiking their pointed fingers at

\lis breaft as they would have done knives,
had they been permitted, calli ng out,
"Buckra, Buckra." In their favage refent­
lnent the women wore rows of the teetq

of white men as ornaments; and the under.'

jaw of the unfonunate fellow who gave

them.the firO: intelligence of Cudjoe's peace,

~dorned one of ~he bornmen's horn,. Be-
{pre
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tore his death was determined' upon it had
been ~ao's intention to fend him ~o the
Governor with propofalsoffubmiffion, upo~

, the terms which he had informed him Cud­

joe had accepted, but he was deterred froIIl

it by an old obeah-woman, the only one
ef that fex known to have e~ercife<t the
art~

Amidftthe calm produced by the treaty at\

event took place which had nearlyoverfet the
whole negotiation.

n~me. On this a difpute arofe
between the officers of the regulars and
militia'; 'the m~n of the former were in

I confequence ordered under arms, and ha<l

not the Colonel relinquiilied his pretenfions,

a conflict would have enfued. The Ma­

roons could not be indifferent fpeClators of

fuc~



( 7S )
fuch a fcene, and between the contending

parties' it was not eafy to perfuade them.
that they were fafe; but ~ao, having been
a plantation-nave, recolleCled the mannefs.
and charaaer he had formerly ob(erved,
and aff'ured his people that there was. no­
thing ftrange in what they raw, and tha~

they had nothing to fear.

The difpute ended, and the peace was ill
faa, and as it ought to have been, con..
eluded by Captain Adair, who had done
every thing but fign the treaty before the
militia came up. However this be, the
treaty is inferted in the Journals of the
Houfe of Affembly, figned with the name
9f Colonel Bennet~

The treaty with the negroes of the wind­

ward towns, confifling of 14 articles, as in­
ferted on the Journals of the lloufe of
Affembly, was made by Colonel Robert

:pennet with Captain ~ao on the 13d of

June
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July 1739, and was much to the fame

purport as Cudjoe's, except in the following

articles :

gth. That in cafe they are overpowered
by more rebels than they can fight they
might apply for aid to the Governor.

loth. That in cafe any negro or negroes
belonging to Captain'~ao {hall be guilty

of a crime or crimes deferving death, he
ihall deliver him or them up to the next

magiftrate, in order to be tried as other

negroes are, but fmall crimes he may punifh

himfel£

12th. That neither Qgao nor his people

{hall bring any frock or provifions to fell,

without a ticket from one of the people

refiding within the fame town; and that
the fucceffors of ~ao {hall be Thomboy,
Apong, Blackwell and Cla£h.

I~



( 77 ) •
It is to be obferved that the Maroons in

the windward towns did not ftipulate for

the fame mode of trial as thofe of Tre­

lawny town; their treaty was made more
than a year after Cudjee's.



LE TT ER IV.

Maroon C:ownJ.-'rrtla'fvny crown deJerihed.-'rhe per.
fln... q/"the MaroonJ.-PerfiEJion of their Stnfis. Dif·

tant Communi.-ationJ hy a Horn.-Smell and 'r'!fle.­
Langllage.-Sllpn:Jlition.-GO"/}ernmtnt of their Chieft.
-Office of Superintmdant.-Laws relative to the Ma­
roons.-Neglefl of Regulations.-Exijience of the .fJfa.

roons as a dijiinEl Body.-UJiful to individuals and the
Public.-Pro'lJ!jion.-Grounds and Produce q/"their 'lil.
loge.- Food. - Stock. - 'rr'!ffic. - Marriages. ­
Daughten.-Reception q/" White VilitoN.-Funerals.
-Obftrvotion on the Difference of the crowns.-Po-·
pulll#on.

HAVING made you acquainted with the

origin of the l\1aroon~, and. their eftablifh­
ment as a body of free people in the in­

terior of the ifiand of Jamaica, let us take

a refpite from war, and view them as fet­
tIed peaceably in their towns. Of thefe .there

were five; Tre1awny-town, Acompong­

town, Scot'sHall, Charles-town, and Moore-
town,
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town, fituated in different parts of the
'iUand from the eaftern to the weftern ex­
.tremity. The people of the eaftern towns
were ca1ledWindward Maroons.

feq~e1 .

We have feen, that by the treaty made

with Cudjoe, 1500 acres of land in the

pariih of Trelawny were granted to him,
and the body of Maroons under his 'cam.
mand. On this land ftood the town, about
20 miles to the fouth-eaft of Montego Bay.

. ,
Let your imagination help me to convey
you up to imtnetlfe mountains, fuccdIivel1
towering one above the other, prefenting
tangled foreRs or .immenfe precipices of
barrel) rock.
oons of Trelawny were

~owq,

'3 ~h
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each other.

e~en·

ance of about one mile and a half from the

rown with fern, and on' the right ledges

• A pcnn is a~rar.ing.farm. '

of
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i~

arity; each houfe, for the convenience

G from
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from the others; and between there ridges,

in various directions, run gullies, or ch~nnels,

formed by the torrents, in irregular courfes.

The fpots on which the houfes were ereCled,
had by degrees loft all the mould with
which they had been covered, and prc­
rented banen eminences of clay. Here

and there, in patches, where the fweepinga

of the alhes from the houfes had been

colleCled, and alfo on the ground below
their hogfiies, which were appurtenances

to every houfe, fome clumps of plantain
trees, and fmallet vegetables were nouri!hed

by the manure. Thefe produClive patches,

and the houCes, were each furroundcd by

a fence, made of a prickly 1hrub, called the

Pinguin, which propagates itfelf with great

rapidity. The fences, from being ne­

gleCled, had fpread over the different paths
left between them, and had narrowed them

to . very fmaIl tracks; which, from the

frequent paffing of cattle, became deep

Boughs in the rainy fearon, the ftiJf mire

admitting the leg of a man up to th,e.
middle.
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inlddl<!. On this account, the Maroons
had made through each others' inclofures
fmall foot-paths, in undifcernible windings,
which could not be traced but with dif.
ficulty, except by themfe1ves.

Some habita·
tions~ however, belonging to the chiefs.
were roofed with fhingles, and feveral had

floored rooms.

be flated at from 40 I. to 70 I.,
It was on ac..

count of the eafe with which the Maroons
obtained a proper depth for the upright

pofts which they built with, and drove
four or five feet into the ground, that they
chofe the fcite defcribed.

G2 The



The. two towns were fimilar in moa

refpetls : : the Old Town was more open

and extended than the New one. The

communication between the towns was

through a very narrow negletled defile,

or path,. haif a mile in length, running

through the wood. The Maroons, for

their provifioO's, cultivated, on fufferance,

land adjoining to the traCl, conceded to

them by 'the treaty.

. Thefe fed in the woods,

and. on neighbouring heaths.

The elevated region, on which the fet­
dement was efiablifhed, is cool and healthy.
The [cite of the New Town commands Cl

profpett
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profpetl in which the charms of the fub.

lime and of the beautiful are united, and

prefents fubjeCls that would have been

worthy of the Italian pencil in the age of

Leo, and are worthy of the Englifh one

under George Ill.' Imagine that you have

rode in a carriage from Monteo<bo Bay to

John's Hall, that you have mountt:d'and

walked your horfe up the 10l)g afcent to

Kenfington, that you have trottep through

majeftic woods to Vaughan's-field, made

your way to the Old Town, and kramhlcd

a-foot through the defile to the New 'one;

you will nand in need of reft, and I fhall
therefore let you fIeep till the next morning.

The fmoke of the habitations has been

c<mdenfed by the weight of the night-air,
and has mingled with the thick and fleecy­

looking fog riling from innumerable glades.

Injure not my defcription by fuffering the
intrufion of a mifplaced idea of an in­

falubrious exhalation. The fog of the

'Yen-India mountains is not uhwholefome.
I~ colleCts in the courfe of the night, en-

G 3 velopes
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velopes hill and valley, appears at day",
break in gently undulating motion to the

eye above it, and completely conceals all

that it conrs. Being up before the fun,
how wild and piCl:urefque the fcenery that

lies before you! From the eminence which
you have gained, you fee the upper parts
of the town, encompaffed by rocky pre­
~ipices and caves, irregular clumps of
plantain trees interfperfed throughout the
little inc10fures which furround the houfes,
and here and there plants of coffee, cafl"ava,
and the broad-leafed cocoa. As the morn­
ing advances, the fog gradually finks, and

you have before you an ocean, diverfified

with a vlU"iety of little ifJands, broadening·
every minute at the bafe, as they are left by
a tide which in its ebb difcovers, not fands,
but the beauties of wooded hills and vales.
At length the fun is on the horizon, eva­
poration quickens, the remaining mifts are

difperfed by the warmth of his. beams, and
your ere travels over an immenfe country
ofdefcending mountains plumed with wood,

catches



catches the lively fcenery of fucceeding
plantations, and extends the fight to the·
town on the coaft, ~o the ocean, to bays
and promontories, diminithing as they re·
cede, till it is cornpelled to reft at 130ft on
an uncertain expanfe of fea and £ky'llt.

he mode of life of the in·
habitants, ~he conftant exercife of their
limbs in afcending and defcending, and
their cuftom of exploring the vaft moun..

tains and precipices of the interior of the

country in

a­
. In charaCter, language, and man.

• Barracks have been !inee ereeied on the .fcite of Trc:­
lawny Town, ill a healthy military liation.

Ders.
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ners, they nearly refembled thofe negroes,
on the eftatcs of the planters, that were
defcended from the fame race of Africans,

; for iuch

of them as had remained in Oavery had
intermixed with Eboe negroes and others,
imported from countries to the fouthward
of the coaft of Africa, people of yellow
complexions, with compreffed features, and
thick lips, who were in every refpea: in~

ferior to themfelves.

In their perfon and carriage the Maroons
were ereel and lofty, indicating a confci~

oufnefs of fuperiority; vigour appeared
upon their mufcIes, and ~heir motions dif..
played agility.

appear~

. They poIfelfed
moft l
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moft, if not all, of the fenfes in a fuperiot
degree.

nd their hearing was fo

means of horns; and
when thefe could fcarcely be heard by

other people, they difiinguifhed the orders

that the. founds conveyed.
arkable, that the Maroons had a particular

It ~ppears

wonderful, at £irfi, that a fingle horn fhould

be able to exprefs fuch a number of names;

. bu~, on reHe.xion, it is not more ~onderful

than the variety of changes of which a
dozen bells are fufceptible, or the multi­

plicity of words that are formed by the

~IJlbinationof twenty-fix letters. Allow-
ing
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drawn; he chofe the latter, with this

anfwet: " Oh! Sir, any thing that bites
the throat."

The Maroons, in generah fpeak, like

maft of the other negroes' in the Wand, a

peculiardialeCl: of Englifh, corrupted with

African words; and certainly underftand our
language fufficiently well to have received
inftrutlion in it. I cannot be of opinion~

that a fincere and fervent endeavour to

introduce Chriftianity among them would

have failed. It is true, that a preju..

dice in favour of the magic of Obeah

prevailed among them, as amon.g other
negroes j but it is no lefs true, that the

influence of this prejudice operated dif­

ferently, according to the firength of their

undedl:anding and experience. The greateft

dupes to it were the mofi: ignorant j and it

was a generally received opinion, that the

charm of Obeah could have no power over
any negro who had been baptized: not but

that the weaker ones, whether Maroons
or
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or others, dreaded the arts of Obeah even

after baptifm. Minds forming this eftimate
of Chrifiianity, could not but be prep.ared

to embrace its foothing doctrines; and it
muft always be lamented that no attempts
were ever made to introduce our religion
among the black people in the colonies.

I mean to refume this fubject when I come

t~ fpeak of the prefent ftate of Jamaica;
and {hall here only obferve, that the fuper­
ftition of Obeah would have vimi£hed

before .the power of Chriftianity, and that
no other power is likely to eradicate it.
The Maroons' continued to believe, like

their

H~avens,

:

.

It is not to be fuppofed that an illiterate
body of people,among whom ambition
,,'as unknown, and who fpent their lives
chi'eRy in hunting, railing provilions, and

I traverfing
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traverling the woods in purfuit of run~

aways, would attend to nice regulations
for their internal government. There was
DO public revenu,e to manage; no army to

maintain, though the whole formed a mili..
tary body, under appointed officers: right
and wrong were fuppofed to be under.
ftood, without being defined. The town

confifted of a certain number of families
collected together under a chief; and among

them refided a fuperintendant and four
()ther white men, as appointed Py the
colonial legiflature. SubjeCl: to the laws
made for them in their relative fituation, as
dependent on the government of the ilIand.

theywere in other refpeCl:s at libertyto purfue
the diClates of their own minds, and they
confequently followed the culloIDs o"f their
fathers.

~hey

. The Superintendant, likewifc,
took an active part in adjufiing their alter-

cations,
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We have feen, in the treaty witb
Cudjoe, the fucceffion of chiefs that were
then named, after whom, the power of

appointment returned to the Governor.
The commiffion, accordingly, continued to
be filled up as vacancies occurred, and the
fucceLfors of Cudjoe maintained a degree
of influence and authority equal to hit
own.
~he

The laft of thefe chief Ma..
roons was named Mon~ague, whom I £hall
have occafion to mention again, in treating
of the caures of the rebellion of 1795. ~

The duties of the Superintendapt con..
fifted in maintaining a friendly corre­

fpondence
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(pondence between the Maroons and the
inhahitants of the ifland, preferving peace
in their fettlcments, preventing the con­
courfe of flaves in the towns, and fending

parties out on duty. By his office he was
empowered to hold a court with foul'

Maroons, to try thore who difobeyed or­

ders, excited or join€d in tumults,

; and to award

puniihments not extending to life, limb,

or tranfportation. He was bound to re-'
fide in his town, from which he wa9

never to be abfent longer than a fortnight,

without the Governor's leave; and

On failure of his duty, the

Superintendant was fubject to a court-
martial)
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martial, and liable,:to ,be! broke.: There
• was a Superlntendanf'io'eatb' town, having'

a falary of 2001" and he had uhder ·him'

four white men at 601,' a-year each.' .
~ - , i

; After the tmty -with Cudj~, the ·Ma.;.

P6.0ns became the (uhjta;of'f\kceffive laws,­
C:oDfifi:ing .of regulations refpetling run­
awaj&;' .triab, punHhments, making roadgt'·

aod,--a variet¥ of'minute,~irs. ;:Beingcare­
Jcfs :..methcr they brought in a run..away
,li~c,.or [{)Dly his' hea~•. a law was ~{fed~

with~great policy'; allo\Ving,befides the ufual

rewa~~mile..mooe, for everyron..a.way pro­
cfueelr aliv~. InVf1igling fiaves alid harbouring

Nnaways., ~~. p1!ltUfllable Py tranfporta­

don rmat i8, the ~ftls\der\Vas,foW toIoreign..
en :on 'other Rlan'd~.or .on' thec6ntinent
of America.. -Though a concourfeof navel

in ·their tow·ns ,wa:~.f0rbidden, the 'Maroons
might haw-dam:e'&among,th'emfelves when­

-ar~'L~ ple.ftd" and, proYided tile dance

~e intheda.r..time,)~ith a: fIWill41Dmber of

·navell.: ('Xhey.\v~e ·not to .quit -their town
.·V'OL. I. H without

--,---.r A~vf"'· ',I! ;
.1-, ~". ,)t ht''''.' .....,



•

( 98 )

with(1ut leave; and, if they !laid {even day~

beyond the time allowed them, they wer.
liable to be taken up aDd tent home for
trial. T~ey

No pany in pur..
fuit of run-aways was to confift of more
than twelve men, including ofhcerst except
gn particular occafions; or to go without
written orders from the Superintendant.

nor were the party to remain. out more
than twenty days.

p~rfon

t; and debts due to or
from them were to be determined bytw.o
magiftratea in, a fummary way.

hipping. or
~her

Jepair the roads leading to their town ooe.
a-year, 00 being ordered by the Super..
intendantt for which they were to be paid.

popu1ati~a.

ripu re~g
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tQ~8,

In which cafe they were
bound to cnlift in the miHtia.

To tbrne of thefe laws very tittle atten­

tion was paid. The Mar09ns bought flaves
w,ithout any notice being taken of it. ·Particlf •
bf them were fuffered to wander about the
ifiand, and many C?f them formed tern..
porary connexions with the female naves

on the different plantations in the country.
Whole families' of them left their town~,

and were permitted to eftablifu :tbemfelvcs

an the back fettlements of the' planter~;
without complying with the forms required
by the law refpecting fuch removals, from
'Which confequences refulted which we {hall
hereafter haTe to obferve. From the ne"
gIet):· of this law, it is evident that it was
'n~ p~['ed with a view of encouraging the

Maroons to diCperfe and lofe the exiffence
()f a diftintl: community, which it has

H 2 been
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been imagined would have been beneficial'
to the ifland·,

Whether their extermina-.

tion, as a diftinCl body, would have been'

~eneficiaI, is highly pr-oblelDatic~l~ The
war of 1795 would not have takenplace:~

. but \Yho can far. what other commu.nitie.s.

of· the. naves might have been formed il'\
the wooc,ls and. mountail1s, and what other

wars might have been the co~fequence?

It is ver.y probable .that afremblages of
• ' ,I

fugitives 'would have been formed .in the

~oody. and 1l1moft inacceffible retreats of

the country" had it not been for the, fr~­

guent fcowering of· the woods by th~

Maroons, in fearch of run-away negroes.

!fh~e affembla~es would in time have
formed new· Maroon bodies, as difficul~

to .b~ (ubdued ~s the former; and fa far
inore dangerous than the origin~ M~oans

~e.re In their .outfet, that their connexion
with the -.naves would have ~en In9,re

• Edwards.
general.



( 101 )

general.

provifion~

ards of twenty years.

ter~

.

Befidea
their utility in preventing affemblages of
fugitives,

ons; in which it was

affirmed by one of their Superintendants.,

of whofe charaCler you will prefently hear

.f' Major Jamet•

. H.3
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more, that they ftood forth with a deter~

mined fpirit againft the infurgents; a

t~e

In the year 1769 they
a{fure~

'*, having been one' of ~

party that went agai~fta body of Cor~
mantees, who had tak~~ ~m~ ip the parifl\
Qf Weftmorl:l~d, maiI'~cring all the whit~

people they met with. A 1hort engag~

~ent too~ place in tl1e mountains; and,
~e rebel~, im~gining the p;uty, [on.\e <>£.
",ham were covered by the trees, mucq
larger than it was, retreated farther into
the' :w.oodil. ' 'Their aiI'ailants having endured
c:xceffive fatigue, wer~ \.lnable to purfu~

them, but happened ~() fall in with a body
()f M~~oonl, who being hog~huntin..g ~n the
vicinity, h~4 not heard of the in,furreClion,
They were foon calleCl:ed, a~d bei~ ap~

prifed of the danger that threatened thC?

• Mr. ~arrelI. the gentleman aDud,ed to in the preface•.
~nr,1 to whom thefe lette~ ~ dedicated.

country,
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eountry, haftened towards the (pot'where
the engagement had taken place, fell in
with the party who had come out againft
the rebels, and found them fo exhaufted
andetippled by their forced marches through
the woods, that ~ll they could do was to
Jhew the Maroons the track the rebels had
taken in their retreat. Th~y w~nt

et

, The condutl: of

the Maroons w~· highly applauded by th~

Commander- Qf the titde party~ and 'he

flnc! his followers received the thanks of

the Houfe of Afi"emblr, o~ca­

~utrages,

themf~lves y j and. it is but

common juftice to fay, tha~ they were eveJ'

J'eady to fupp~rt th~ Govermn<:nt whenever

j~ was neceifary, They affembled for the

~·Mr. Good~

Hi purpofe
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purpo(e ofaflifting to repel the inv-afion ut
the ifland,

Sp~nilh

a.' Prejudice fre­
quently warps truth without intention, and

even without knowing that it does fo:
I therefore the more readily record' thefe

faCl:s, a& they {how that the Maroons,

however culpable in their rebellion, or
however true thefiories refpeCling the
ferodty and backwardnef~ of fome tribes
-of them, were, in r;eneral, of ufe to the
inhabitants of the i£land, and prompt in
their (ervices o~'public occafions. .

They had few wants~

and the fupply ofthofe required neither great
knowledge nor much labour. ' .They placed
, confiderable dependence on hunting, and

~~ ~h~ir rewards fo~ taking fugitives; but
. ,-' \hey

"
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they did not ,therefore entirely negleCl the
cultivation 'of lanq, and were by no meana

fa averfe to the toil it demands, as they
na\Te been reprefented. Many of them
were negligent of the more certain mode.
of labour, for they were :£lrangers to the
paffions which ftimulate fuperfluous ~
duftry j but none 'could be faid to be
indolellt, for their lives were palfed in
ullufu~l· perfonal exertions, which, as I
before obferved, conduced to theIr ftrength
and fymmetry. A .provident difpofition~

however, was fpreading. it~elf among them:
they began to feel the advantages afl"ordecl
by-money, and large parties of them, of
their own accord, fre,quently hired the~­

fclv~s to the planters and· new {ettIers, to
clear and plant la'rge traQ:s of land for

. f:ertain wages"; and feveral families of
them, as -I have already obferved, fettle~

• This may appear fa·v~nrable to the f)'l\em propared,
of calti"lltlng Trinidad ~·:th rl"ee negroes; but let it be.
}"ttOUctted, that the Maf09tlS Y'~r~ " fmaJl body,and th~
J!0w~ rrmained witb the whi~es. which il\.a general freedom
woll1d 'I!9t be the cafe.
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by fufFerance on back lands '\"hich the,
cultivated for themfelvcs.

Their provifion-grounds confifled of a
eonfiderable traB: of unequal land, from
which was produced a flock not only fuf..

ficient for their own ufe, but fa ruper­
abundant as to enable them to: fupply

the neighbouring fett1emcnts..
oyaus,

and in fhort all the nutritious

th~ir . In their gardens grew moft
pf the cullnary vegetabl~s, ~nd they were;
not without fQme fine fruits: for though
to thefe, in general, the foil of their Jlloun­
t~ns w~s unfavourable, being ei~her moift
or c1ayey~ 1et they had fame valuable
fruit-trees, among which the Avocado, or
Alligator-pear, ranked foremoft'. Mammces,
;lDd other wild but delicious fruits, were
at their haI'ld, and pin~.apples grew i~

their hedge,s. They bred cattle and hogt;
'~nd raif~d a great quantity 9f fowIs. W.peJ;l

\q
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~reateft d~inty

h~ve

~ion

~he l'~pvifion--~rouQds
~ountains. l~m

infufficiep.~,

~he

~he

fi~te;

root~
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roots were growing to m~turity. Thefe

roots were their fureft ~upport at the

period when a fcarcity was moft to be ap­

prehended, after a long-continued fuccef­
£on, of dry weather. In the courfe of
time thefe patches of land were cleared and
replanted, and they again gradually afi\lmed

the appearance of ~eing negleB:ed; it is no
won~er, therefore,

a~d

elv~~

,'~ as 1.have the beft
;mthoJlity for what I have affirmed refpeCl:.
jng ,the fuperabundance difpoied of by the
p~ople of TrelawDy, Town. .

~e women chiefly were employed in
the cultivation of ,their grounds; but this

d\ey did not account an impofition upon

them
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them by the men. We are not to imagine
that what wbuld be real cruelty in a refined

flate ',of [ociety, ,is 'cruelty, or even hard­

~ip, in a rough and unpolifhed peoplt;

among w~om every individual depends

upon his ~~ exe~ons' fOf his [npport;
lxi'.what country bn'die globe is it, tb'a~ in

th~·'c1a.[s of 'mankind doomed 'to 'lab'our;- " , , , , )

we '£hall' not find tribes, - the women of
which : p~~ticipate,' the toils of th~ I rne-n~P
Is it France? Is it Engl~nd? If

t····,

:hunt~

employ~

!building'
'hou'fes, :their ~attl~

'h'~rfe~, ,~hieh
-he~d; :and~ ,carryitl~ com­

. " They :were 'none of 'them, tpe..

"thanks, all' 'theil" JrnoWledge :gr, that ,kitd
'was 1:onnned:to the art:o£ ereaing a.baufo,
and repairing a gun.. ' . .. _ ". . _

Their traffic contifted in the difpofal

of ,the increafe of their flock 'of all·kinds,

S their
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They bought the leafof
the plant on the eftates within the diftancc
of twenty or thirty miles, which their wc..
men and children affifted .them in carrying
home, each loaded with a weight propor­
tioned to the ftrength of the carrier. The
purchafe was put into bags, which were
made by knitting the fibres of the trumpet­
tree and mahoe bark, the ends of which were
contraCl:ed into a bandage that went round
the fore-head, and ferved as a fray to the.
load, which r.efred on the back. The leaves
were dried and prepared for ufe by the
men, who twifted them into a kind of
rope, of about the thi,rd of an inch in dia­
meter, which they rolled up ~n balls, and
carried out in the fame manner to the dif­
ferent eRates for fale.

. The Maroon marriages, or contra~ of
cohabitation, .were attende4 with no r~­

gioU9
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gioUB or·j~rWi~ ~.,monie8; the confenc
of :thc;.wo~ ~q. ~ve- wi,th the man being
fufJi~'Ptr ,:i~ ·~Wgj. obtain~Jgifts ~

~1of.9~ _'~ ,~~JceM ~~c .JP.&~e .~
b~e.A ~ .rf.C~queI\4l1*e .. r

I , ~f'Jw18~ ~mp; ot~er
f~ ~J ~h<;

to-y;hom,~, ~e qfl~,fep~atiQn, Pt~,,::,!~re

to ~ ~eJ:~ntiJ~;.4;.p).ura.li.tyot"~\f,esj~¥

allowe~'_l·*'J~r~~~;h~p:~.as.l,~I'M

he co~ld, Ill~ip~/; bHt / Y~I'J.·J fe~ .J~~
more than iw;o, and ,moB: ~f them confine4
, '. -'. " • • J

tbemfelvcs to. one. ~t ex,en~v,e

., j,

othe~

Each wife lived in turn with her hufbaod
two days, during which time. the -others
cultivated their grouJlds, or carded .th~~

provifions to market: the property or.ea~b

was diftinCl:, from that of the otherll,. P~.t

the hu1band Chared with all. The children
~ . . ,.

of the different women were to be: noti<:ed
by their father only on the days when their

. refpeClivc
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rerpeaive mothers· (djourBai ..nth 'lWtt,
A breach of this· deCOrum wOilld haye in­
fiamed the injured mother with jealoufy;

. a paftton, boweYer, in mty refpea: con.

lined to the temporary' dame, for to the
othen all the cxtra-gdIantry of the· malt

. was a matter of int\ilCrence. If
rom~timea

or
It hubeen afl'erted, "that

they regarded their wives as fomany bea'fta
of burden, and felt no more concern at the

lofs oE one of them, than a white planter
would have' felt at the lofs of a bullock·."
WIthout faying how far this obfervation

~ay be applicable to other people, I. win
here introduce an .an~cdote, though rather
out of time, which will elucidate the point.
In the courre of an attempt that was made·
to. convert the Maroons to Chriftianity,
which will appear in' its proper place,
polygamy was confid.ered, and the Maroon
told that as a Chriftian, he could not have

• Edwardt.
more
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more than Ofte wife.

~o

.
mywife."-~'Only

th~t

• No reader of common underllanding will fee in this
"'y argument againft dw: conver6oa of the Qrg~ t(l

Chriltianity. It U\u(l tue pla~ gradually; and I mea~

when I come to that head, to ihe~ that the work may be

beR att(mpted firft among the ~roons rc:maining in Jamaica.

V OL. I. I How-
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However~

and I do not doubt that their paffions

might have

The
murderer would have been brought to con..
dign punifhment by the Superintendant;
who, fo far from thinking it prudent to
keep his diftance, would have infiantly
feized the wretch. I fpeak particularly of
Trelawney Town, the Superintendant of
which had been long refident there, and
whofe charaCler, we fhall prefently fee,
fully refutes the charge of a daftardly pro..

dence.

Inftances of revenge arHing from jea..
loufy fe1dom occurred among the Maroons.
Like their African progenitors, they parted
with their wives "for incontinency, without

• Edward..
infiiQinij
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lnfliffing feverer puniLhmeots. In Mrica,
the men had the power of felling the
adultrefs. The younger females were not
generally votrdI'es of Diaoa. When a girl
was of an age to become a wife, the parents
killed a hog, and made a feall, to which
the neighbours were invited. Plenty of
good things were provided; nor was rum
fpared by the elders, while the younger
people danced. Each of the party put a
fmall piece of money in the girl's mouth,
generally a quarter of a dollar, but the
parents' piece was frequently gold. AI..
though this feall was intended by the
family as a f!gnal to the young men for
making an offer, the girl herfelf ufually.
preferred a ftate of celibacy for fome years:
after it was 'publicly known that /he had
iilled hog.

When gentlemen through curiofity vifired
the town, which was very 'rarely the cafe

t

the

The vHitors could not exped
12 to

_.~
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to meet in the houfes with fuch convenient

articles of furniture as they were accuftomed

to at home. Some of the principal men
furnillied a table with a clean damaik cloth,
Oft which· they placed the various dainties
I have already mentioned.

Some­

While the company

*ere a~ dinner, the Captain, or whoever

might be the entertainer, appeared in his'

beR: doathB: if a Chief, he wore a kind

of regimentals, perhaps fome old military

coat finely laced, which had been. given

to him by a gentleman whore name he

had affiImed *: with this he wore a rufiled

fuirt, linen waiRcoat ~nd U"o",ferll, and a

laced hat. .He did pot 'prefume to eat
with his company, or to fit at the table

with them, but took his feat ,at a refpeaful

• The Maroon names would appear clttraordinary to &

. reader ignorant of the Maro'2n cuftom of adopting the

riamea of the gentlemcn of thc illand. It wu univerfaJlr

prd\i,fce1 alDGDIt~

diftancc, -

---... .
~._-
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diftance, and .converfed occafltOnally on
~eing addreffed. The beds with which
they ·pmvided their gueRs were not of
feathers, but of wholefome, fine picked
corn-~ralh, with clean {heets. There was

fe1dom occafion for mufquito nets, the

boufes being very rarely infefted wit~ thofe

venomous g~ts that prove fuch pens in
!he lowlands,. The Maroons produced
candl~5 for the ufe oftheir vifitors t but a~,

other times a large fire at the door fufficed
them for light.

ould not [uch an aCl of wanton

brutality redound infinitely more upon them,
than upon thofe who were confidered· fo

much their inferior in every refpea:? But
thus it is, that when men are intent ou
arguments to depreciate a c,aufe, they run
beyond their object, and prove too much

13 for
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for .the fide they maintain. Let me not

commit the ~ame fault:
ogift of this body ·of people; it is to be

fcruple~

{plendour. Would I could fay that· the
ihocking offers with which thefe black
fathers are charged~' were confined to their

~omplexion!

&in, and pafs with the title of Chriflians!

. The fun('rals of the Maroons were

much the fame as thofe of other negroes.
Deaths were not more frequent among

them than elfewhere, althongh they fe1dom
had recollr[e to the aid of medicine. Not

tha.t
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that they were averfe to it ;'for, if an op­
portunity offered, they readily applied to
the plantation doAors, and fometimes they
took fimple herbs prefcribed to them by
their old women. It was their cuftom to
fil'1g over their dead previOus to burial j

and, incIofing the body in a wooden coffin,

they interred it in fome part of their in­
clofure.

I l)ave already given you a defcription
of their mode of carrying on war, and of
the nature of their cockpits, which it was
necelfary for me to do, to enable you to

underftand the conteft maintained with the
. .

original Maroons under Cudjoe: 1 have

therefore, before I conclude, to r~catt to
your mind that, in the courfe of this letter,
I have principally had in view the people
of Trelawney Town; that body, of whore
rebellion I mean to give you fame account
in my next. The difference between the
inhabitants of the various towns is not

very great. Thore of the windward, or
I.. eolUern
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cafierD plrot of the Uland are rather mor~

~iviHzed. Tho(e of ACCOQIpong are iD
every refpeCl: the fame .as the people of
Trelawp,y 'foWD. being only a part of
.hem who had foU(,Iwed AcoompoQg; tho
brother Qf Cudjoe,. _0 fettle i~ the towq
called after him. . But neither the Accom..
pong8~ nor any other of the Maroon bodies,

could be induced to join in the rebeHiOI\
of thofe of Trelawney Town. On the

trafy, they condemned i~ feverely, and
manifcfted their difpleafure at it bY. re·
viling the mefI"engers th~ !lad been f(tnt to

them•.

.

er that
.

~739

in the year 1773

1028; ~78~ 1I~ iJ;lcrea(~d

~bo\lt 14°9,

,g,t'''d vGoogle
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.f

. LETTER V.

Cauftl ifth, MarH" TrY1W.-l'f4tJioUl OceU"'lUtI.......1R­
ftriPJitm and Charal1er tf:Major John James.-Old
Montague.-Major James nlgleBJ thtOifiCt ofSuptrin­

ttndant.-Superftded by Captain Crnfle!I.-InJubordina..­
,i,,, o.ft~ MnrIDlfJ.-Hopes plat:td on Lo"J Hal.·lJrres.­
Crf!fit// driwn frDl1l the Maroon '1owfA.-'1h, Pu"iJb-.
mmt of·er'Wo MaroonJ by the Hand -Ja Sla'lJe.-Ifljolent
uttlrfrom theMaroo'lJ to tht Magfj1rattJ ofSt. JamtJ's. -

.- .....'The errelawn? MUiti. procttd towartU tbtMaroon

erD'WfI........8mlt!ls Ml.ffilg4. - MediatorJ go up .t~ the
Yown.-,'Their Reception and Proceedings.-'1ht Rtfult

tJj' tb,ltfmi*r,-S'n}i:ltirm jmxJumJ i" IhI Cspi(al.­
o;;"ions rifpeBing an immtdi'1/e Accqmmodal;fJn­

Ptaceablt Difp1ition man#[dled by the MaroonJ.-Thtir
HUf/1i/iJltion and Submfffion.-The Militia diJchargtd,

tUUi Regulars recalied.-O¥roatiMu.

W. are now to enter upon that portion
of our fubjeCl: with which you have been
fo mQch interefted in cC?overfation,

~ime, and employed the pen of a gentle-
man



( 122 )

man who was undoubtedly an able writer
on Weft Indian affairs.
ives of his publication relative to the

intereftin~

Although wars be necefi'"arily attended
with horror j yet the account of them
,affords, in the perufal of truth, a p~eafure

fimila~ to that of a well-told tale j expeCla­

tion is kept alive by uncertainty, '4ld by
the intereft we naturally take in the fatc
of contending parties, in the efforts of
courage, and in the exercife of talents.
Some may be inclined ~o think a Maroon
infurreCl:ion a' petty warfare of unfkiIful
negroes; but I believe that the officer~

wha
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who' ferved i"n this campaign will allow that

the events of it, and the tacHcs oppofed

to them, if not fo grand

f~all

were at length

brought to furrender1 only by means of a
f~bvention mu more extraordinary than
than their o~n mode of warfare.

ar~

That occurrence

will be flated in its proper place; but I
ilialI firft trace the real fourees of that un­

.fortunate war, and iliow the pro~refs of
the
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the (pirit that led' to it. I fay unfortunate
war, not on account of the immediate H1Uc:
of it, which, it is well known,

10Cs

ufeful· people for a long feriea
of years•

. Little attention bad been paid to' the
.fpirit of the treaties made on the furrender

of the Maroons in the years 1738 and.
1739. They had been fuffered to indulge
in idle excurfions through the country, in
fmall p~rties, without their officers or any

refponfible man, under the various pretext&

of feeking for run-away naves,

Opportuairies were

. thus afforded th~m of having an intercourfe

with.
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·~ith ·the naves;
uently formed temporary connexions with

011

k£hould feem natural, that a free

·negro would wi£h to place his offspring

in afituation fimilar to his own: but little

was to be apprehended on this account;
for it is a faB: which will appear incredible

to thofe who are unacquainted with the
.cbaraCler 'and difpofition ,of negroes, that
they rarely felt any fuch defire in favour

of their children; but notwithftanding thilt. .
the influence of women over them, as over .

more civilized people, being very great, it
is evident that one part of ~he duty of a.

Maroon was l~kely to be counteracted. He
who connetl:ed himfelf wi~h a woman whofe

brother, fifler, 6r. otbu relations, were fu.
gitivcs, 'Would probably be tempted to -re­
mit his purfuit of them, and even to favour

their concealment. This was· found to
have been the cafe in fame inftances, and

it is wonderful that i~ did not happen more
12 fre-
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frequently. The general animofity between
the Maroons and the Daves, refulting from
the office of the former in apprehending
the latter, (an office which it was their

intereil: to perform,) had been invariably

maintained from the time of their treaty j

yet ftillit is furprifing that the intercourfe
mentioned, did not in half a century ex­
tinguith that animofity, and, by uniting
their affeCtions, place the fugitive in fafety.

But whether owing to the fuperior in­
fluence of the Maroon women, to the love
of .gain, to their thinking more highly

of themfelves, and knowing that the naves

confidered them as their fuperiors, or
whatever caufe j certain it is, that however
love might occafionally exert his power,
a general fpirit of amity never took rife
among them, and as diftinCl: bodies they)
remained the moil: dctermip.ed foes.

It was a fortunate circum(lance that the
Maroonst.valuing the freedom. they polfelfed
themfelves, were totally, indifferent to that

of

•
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whofe fitua..
tion as to comfort and happinefs they
confidered equal to their own; for had' the
natural aft"etlion been 'as powerful in thefe
cafes as in others, there is no knowing to

what lengths it might have carried them.
But in this deficiency of nature they are
not fingular; for, as I have before told
you,

A father parts for Jife with ,hia
child, whom in its very birth, he confignB
to fiavery, with as much indifference as
with his old ilioes.

But although the finer feelings had pro­
duced no effetl on the Maroons, indulgence
in .wandering. from place to place ,had
among many of them gradually' induced
habits of idlenefs, which it was the inttreft

10 of
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of the ifiand to check by firia: mea.rures,
and by enforcing a rigid adherence to the'
fpirit of the treaties. The neceffity of this

was at length obferv~, bUt perhaps t<lO
late; and fome laws, wh~h I have men­

tioned in the prec~diDg letter, were enacb:d

Rfpe8ing the Maroons.

ere eftablUhed

when, fome lur­

ef

fup-'

eyora. They proceeded however to .no
outrage, but applied to their Superintendant
to write to fome gentlemen in whom they

had confidence, to come and fee juftice
done
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do~e to them. Th~[e gentlemen imme­

diately went tp them, and remained in their

town till the matt~r was juftly and fatis­

fa.tl:orily fettled. Frorp that period no new

altercation t~Qk place till the year 1795·.

As

• In Apnl 1774, a party of windward MlIroons, headed
by Captain Davy, Chief of Scota Hall, with Captain Bennet
Smith and the Ranga-s, after fcouring the heights of Hell.

0Ure, in the PaTilh of St. Catherine, in Cearch of run-aways,

embarked in boats to Ccarch Pigeon-Illand and the Keys off
Old l-laroour. While there, the Maroon~ imprelfed, Crom

what canfe is uncertain, with an apprehenfion that a plan

WlU in agitation to cury them off the iDand, but perhapa

inflamed by lrquor; and lindiog ten or tw~lve rau of mer­

chantmen lying in the harbour within the Keys, landed

at the wharf of a gentleman named Thompfon, and in a

moll: outrageous manner Cl1t and maimed one of his ne·

groes, who being at work upon the wharf challengcd as a

run.away, and alked who ';as .his maller, had all[wered

that he lhouM not tell, but th3t there was hill maller,

pointiag to Mr. Thompfon, a little way off in bis Piazza;

An outcry being raifed on this outrageous aa of ClIptain
Davy'a, a captain of a {hip Ilandin"g near, calling out to

Mr. Thompfon that the Maroons were killing his negro,

be ran to the wharf. In a ftruggle between Davy and one'

of tr.e maften of the merchantmen, Davy's gun Gipt down,

which Mr. Thomp{pn fecured; and on Davy'a Bight, anl!

Dot retuming when called to, Mr. Thompfon, to intimidate

him, fired the ~un over hi. head. 011 thia, Sam Gran~,

VOL. I. K 11 Charlc.
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As the chief immediate caufe of the
:l\1aroon rebellion hinged on t~e efieem and

a Charles To\vn Maroon, running out of a houre, fired at

Mr. Thompfon, who was faved b)' a negro that accidentally

ftept in between them, ami was thot dead, - Sam Grant

immediately ran up the road, reloading )Iis piece as he

..ent, caJiing ont for an abrconded anu fccreted Maroon

named Mac Guire. All this happened in 'fight of the

people in the few fcattered houres. at this place, and &

company of foldiCll"8 ftatiollcll there, pat\: wbom Grant flew,

followed by a mulatto boy, calling out "murder, ,ftop

him." ] n this manner Grant was purfued for a mile, whC:D

Captain TO\lfRthcnd, of a Brillol /hipl an active young man,

from a houfc above, crolfcd the road 'With a loaded whip to

flop Grant, whom he faw endeavouring to efcape. Thct

Maroon defired him to let him pau, faying, " I don't wanlf

to hurt you." This being refufed, the latter, with hit·

gun Rfting upon his' arm btnt, difeharged it, and killed:

ClIptain Townlhend upon the fpot. Grant ercaped to

Scots Hall, where on a trial, held on him by the Maroon.

therel he was declared guilty, and fent down to Spanifh.

Town to take his trial. It will fcarcdy be doubted that

every point was ftretched in Grant s· favour, w~n it ia
known that he was acquitted upon a doubt of his intention

to murder, on difchar~ing his gun in the unufua! pofrtion of

placing it acrors hi. arm bent, although the muzzle of the
piece nearly touched Captain Townlhend's thumb; which­

it blew off, and conld not have been of courfe tIlree feet

(rom his throat, where the charge eutered. This Sam Grant

i~ at this time: Major of Maroons, and Chief Commaoder at

Charles Town.
affeaioQ.
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afFeCtion of the inhabitants of .Trelawney
Town for their Superintendant, I muft
here make you acquainted with his cha­
raB:er. 1763,

leton,. in confequence

He was the fon of John James, who we may
remember was, previous to th~ treaty with
Cudjoe, Captain of the corps of Rangers;
and their moll: fo'rmidable, aClive, and .cnter­
prifi~g enemy: a man who, from the rpany

dangers to which, he had' expofed ~imfelf

in the firft war, was by them confidered

as invulnerable by balls, and polfeffing an
Obeah-proteCting power againft bullets ••

The

• In the infuITeCtion of the Coromantee flaves in the
y~ar 1766, a fimilar prejudice was manifeHed in refpeB: to

11 gentl,man of the parilh of St. Mary'a, whore name was
Sholto Douglas, a man deft:ended from a noble family in
Scotland, and who had long rdided in Jamaica, univerfally

cfteemed and beloved. He had purch~red a large parcel

.' of {)aves, who, in conjunction with others brought with

them from Africa, had been prevailed upon to ~ife ~d kill
K a the

,
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The father' had· a1fo been Superintendant,
and no man, his fon excepted, ever pof-

the white people. Mr. Douglag Will dleemed by them a

very good maller. Having acquired iOme knowledge of the
Caromantee language, he wal in the habit of talking fami­
liarly a~d pleafantly witla them, and generally !hook hand.
with them at meeting. This condua naturally 'creating

attacHment, hil negroes fdt a compuncHon in joining in an'
infurreaion while he was alive, but the influence of their
countrymen prevailed, and they reColved on putting him
to death; but how, was the, quell ion : for his fuperior'
knowledge, and the appearauce of his countenance (his hair
'and eyes being um:ommonly light, and his fpeaac1es which

he wore on aCCOll!!t of the fhortnef3 of his fight being
generally. on) had impreffed their mind3 with an idea of his
bdng a 'While OIJeab man, and that neither knife, bill, nor axe,
could e.ut his fldh, or fever his head from his body. It
was th~efore determined to waylay him on his return from
Spanilh Town, in a !bort route he ufually took through his
negro provifion.~rollnds. where he was expected on a certain
clay. One or t,wo of the negroes were to go forwards and
meet him: on his putting out his hand to fhake hands with
them, they were to drag him off his horCe, and the reil of
the gang were to run lip and affift in wringing offhis head
fince no ":eapon co~ld penetrate his fldh. They had
aaually proceeded to the fpot propofed, but fame pro.
vidential occurrence detained Mr. Douglas in' town till he
heard of the illfurreaion, and he returned home by a dif.
ferent road from that in which the negroes expeEted him.
This projea was made known by the confeflion of one of
the men engaged in it, on hi. being tried for rebellion, and
condemned.

feired
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feffed fo great a degree of influence over

the Maroons. The high opinion they
entertained of the father's bravery and
atlivity defcended to the fon,' in: whom
they beheld all they fo much refpetled and

,admired in their old enemy, and friendly

Superintendant.. As they fuppofed the
former invulnerable', they deemed the latter
invincible. Nature never produced a form

more cal ted fOf' vigour and aCtivity.
h6

ieft Maroons. over rocks and precipices,

o~

elf. He was indefatigable in every pur­

fuit to which the Maroons were accuflomed,

and nothing that he purfued' efcaped him~

• Hunting the wild boar had been his earlieft
amu[ement and employment.. His con­
ftitution of co~rfe was vigorous, and his

body hardenc:d; and with thefe he po{[e{[ed
an intrepidity of mind that f~emed to court

danger. When dreadful difputes took
place among the Maroons, their cutlafi"es
brandiIhed againft one another, and feriou8

K .J. mifchief



( ''134 )

mifchief likely to en[ue, h~ would run
among tile thickeft of them, knock down .

the mofr refractory, put them into iron~,

and afterwards puniLh them. In there cafes
they would often themfelves determine the
pUI?-ilhments to be inBiCled, which being

too fevere, he was obliged to exert his
authority to mitigate. . They loved, vene­
rated, and feared him. lIe arranged and
fettled their accounts for their labour, ad­
jufred diffet"ences, and neither tuffered them

to be impofed upon, nor to impofc upon
others.

If he could ·not boafr of the greater re­
finements. of education, he had fufficient·
t~ be fully ~ompetent to the bufinefs of his

office, in which a knowledge of accounts
was nece{fary; and if his talents were not

thofe that might have been expeCled, had'

his mind been more cultivated, they were

fuch as well fuited his employment. Al­
though at times feemingly ferocious, he pef...

felfed
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k~ed an excellent difpofition and forbearing
temper, particularly in the c!Jrnpany of

gentlemen with whom he frequently affo­
dated, being himfelf of one of the beR:

families· in the Wand, and a man of inde­

pendent fortune.

Trela~ney

Such was Major John James, of
whom it was neceffary to fpeak thus par­

ticularly.

For upwards of thirty years after the

treaty with the Trelawney Maroons, a fuc-

• ceffioq. of Captains, from old Cudjoe to the

death of Furry, as I have before obferved,
exercifed a defpotic authority over them,and
fupported the Superintendants, whenever
they thought it· neceffary to enforce their

commands. After Furry's death, the re­

fpeel: attached to the office of Chief Ma.
roon.Captaln gradually declined, and at

K.~ length
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length entirely funk into the £hew of a few
exterior ceremonies. Old Montague was the

lail Captain of Tre1a":ney Town. He wore;

a gaudy, laced, red coat, and a gold-laced hat

with a plume of feathers. None but their
captains and officers fat in his prefence,

except upon the ground~ He was the

£rfi helped at meals; no woman ate with

-him, and he was waited on by the young
men". He prefided in the councils, and

exe~cifed an authoritative tone of voice to'

enforce order, w4ich, however, he [eldom
err~acd; for he was, in faa, confidered in
no better light than as an old woman, but
to whom the ihadow of refpetl: was to be

paid, as he bore the title of Chief.

For a time the expiring authority of the
Chiefs feemed transferred to their Super­

int~ndant, Major John James, with double
vigour, which increafed while he continued

in the office; and wAen he abandoned it,

he retained their aff~aion. He and his
family were confiQered br the Maroons

a,~
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as haviilg a kind of hereditary right to the

fpperintendanty over them. It was not

by refignation that he quitted it. He 'had
held that of" Tre1awney Town for many

years; and, it is certain, executed the

duties of his office with diligence and pro­

priety, till his attention was called'from
it by concerns that required the greater

part of his ·time. When, therefore, the

law of refidence was enforced, he com­

plained of the infufficiency of the falary
annexed to hIs office, and paid no regard

to that law, being engaged in the fettle- I

ment of an efiate at the diftance of twenty­

five miles froIl,1 the' Maroon town. At

length the Maroons, who were delighted
to have him with them, became difcon­
tented .with his abfence, and for fev~ral

years, during the feffions of the Houfe of
Affembly, preferred repeated complaints
againft him. He certainly had no defire
to lofe his appointment; but influenced

by profpech of more fubfiantial advantage,

91;" indulging in amufements, for ~e was
no
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no enemy to diffipation and pleafure, he
perfifted in abfenting himfelf from his
pla~e of duty, and the Houf7of Affembly

being no longer able to overlook his
negletl:, he was removed from his office of
Superintendant-Genel'aJ, and his fon from

the fu:perintendlncy of Trelawny. Town j

to the latter of which Captain Craikell was
appointed.

utable young man. Were the propriety of

; but,
un~ortunately, in a competition of general

talents for an adminiftration of fo fingular
a kind,

infignificance~ .The Ma­
roons became uneafy -at the meafures they
had taken againft Major James; for their
object ,had been to compel him to the

refidence
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refidence required by law, and not to have
had him fuperfeded:

; no other appointment could fatisfy
them while he li~ed; and they faw, with re­
gret, the remedy that had "been ~he refult of
their application to the Houfe of Affembly.
They contrafied, according tq their jmJg"
rnent, t4e abilities and habits Qf James and
CraikeIl; and as the former rofe in their
efiimation, the latter fell into contempt.
What offers might have ind~ced Major
James to continue in the difcharge of the
office with his fon under him, cannot be
afcertained; but it was undoubtedly the
interefi of the Wand to humour prejudices

w hieh had grown up through the laxity of
difcipline, and which no pains had been
taken to reCtify. James was fore at the
deprivation of the office, and it was re­
gretted by the whole co~ntry; but th~

meafure was deemed unavoidable. Had

it been confifient wit~ propriety,. and with
the dignity of the Legi£lature, to recede

.from the determination they had been
com.
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compel1cd to adopt, Major James might

have been fuffered to remain Superin­

tendant-General,

, of which his

removal was 'the chief 'and immediate

caufe, could not poffibly be expected, nor

can the wi(eft human forefight always
fuggeft the fureft expedients of counter-

. aCling the hidden evHs of futurity.

From the appointment of Captain Craf...

ken,. the infubordination 9£ the Maroons,

which had
his

o~ Cap­

•
began rapidly to increaf~.

The weight of influence fell into the handlt
of feven or eight of the inferior Captains,.
who we~e unaIterab,Iy attached to James,

and whom nothing {hart of his re-appoint­

ment would fatisfy. Thefe frequently'

vifited

.'
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Yifited him, complained of Craikell's beihg
unfit for the command, and made com­
parifons highly gratifying to lames, whofe
language, it is [aid, contributed more to
irritate, than ap'peafe their difcontent. He
might, perhaps, have felt an illaudable
gratlfic~tion in' th.ere petty triumphs, the
confequences of which he did not forfee;
aut he muft be entirely acquitted of the
flighteft defign of promoting a rebellion,
the fuccefl of which, had it been poffibie,
muft have ruined him and every part of
his family, with the reft of the colonifts.

.

The whole of their refraClO£Y conduct,
their violence and in[olence, had no other
tend~ncy, and {hewed th~ir anxiety to
eifeCl: it.

a~d

e;

~ifmifs their new Superintendant:

5 In
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1795,

ived in the ifland; and the'landing of that

nobleman, in whom civil and military

talents were known to be happily- blended,

afforde.d a joyous prefage of the future
fecurity and welfare of the country, not­

withftanding the horrid war that was then

4eTolating the neighbouring iflaid of St.

Domingo; where the negroes had been

driven into arms by the French Govern­

ment, in fupport of doC1:rirres unfounded in
• •

nature. and peculiarly hoftile and de!l:ruc-

tive to the ()rder and well-being of every

Weft Indian co1(1ny; and from whi~h it
was of the hi~en: importance to preferve
thore of Great Britain..

3 com~
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commotion; (or, fo early as the middle or
July, the. Maroons drove their Superin.
tendant from the tOwn. This was the firft
decided aCl: of their rebellion '*.

Captain Cra!k:ell, compelled to retire,. .

went, however, Vaughanf~

awney. Town; whither the Maroons, on

th~ir to~n,

him to acquaint the white people that:

hem they woulf1

On the 18th, the Magi£trateg or the
pari£h of St. James's wrote a letter to Lord
Balcarres, informing him that a ferioua

difiurbance was likely to break out imme.

• Votes of the: Houfe of Alrcmbly of Jamaica.-Ap.
Pcnd~. No. J.

_tely

•
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diate1y among the Maroons; .that they had
driven their Superintendant away, threat­
ened to' deftro-y fome neighbouring planta­

tions with the white iphabitants on them,

can~d in thei~ people, and (ent their wo..

men into the woods; and that they de­

figne~ to kill their cattle and their children

who might be an incumbrance to them j

that the caufe of the difturbance was the

infliCling the punifhment of flogging on

two Maroons, who had been conviaed on

the evidence of two white people of kill­

ing tame hogs; that the Maroons expected

to he joined by thofe of Accompong

Town, and by fome naves; and that at­

tacks were· expeCled by two parties in the.
parilhes of Trelawney and St. James's. In
giving this information, the Magiftrates

requefted a detachment of horfe to be fent

for the proteClion of the country.

The .whole caufe of the l\laroon revolt

has been attributed to their refep.tment for
the
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the' 80gging of two of their. people". It
appeared afterwards,

, and

that but for the occafion afforded them of

a' pretence for complaining,' they would

themfelves have hanged them without cere­

mony. .

cia certainly impolitic~'

\~ent throug~ ~h,e.
.'

.' • , t - j' r

• I,n the de:bate on thi~ .r~. )nrthe: HQufc of Com­
mons, Mr. Bryan Edwan!s rays: "Concerning theorigill
ef the: ,var, the cafe was this: two of the Maroons having;
lIeen gUi.!ty of a .felony in the Tuwn of MODttgo aa)', by:
i~c:aling Jr~m a poor man two of his pigs, were tried aI:­

cordingto'law, and according to the very letter of their
trtaty. 'and ~nte:nced to rece:ive a few lallies at 'a cart's tail.
The fe:nte:nce was mild, llnd the ~niJhment not fevere;i
but the: whole body of the Trelawney Town Maroons, in
revenge for the: indignity offered to t\'(o of t,heir number,
irrirrtedi:itely 'took to arms, al1d fo~n ~ftt'rward~aau~lJy'

p:'OCecded to i"d firc-to- the pIaniaiiont/'-Parl; DfJatU. '

--: V-oL. I. L dif-
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difcontented part of the MaroODs feiud

upon the tranfaClion as a reafonabIe ground

for manifefting the temper they were in,

and proceeded accordingly to difmif8 Cap­

tain CnLkell. The intelligence f(iven to

the Lieutenant-Governor refpe8ing the

intended junClion of the Maroons of Ao.

compong Town, and of the preparatory

mea[ures taken bythofe ofTreIawneyTown,

was more the refult of alarm than of in.

quiry: no fuch meafures were taken,

ever teftify any inten­

as will ~ feen

in tbe fequel.

hich

they claimed the right of keeping. About

I tIlis time it was again fent for, to be {hown

if neceffary, and was given by the Atcom.

pongs, b~t never returned to them. ,

On the day that the magiftrates of St.
James's wrote to the "LieuteoaDt..GovCfnor,

they
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\heyalfo fent a meffage to the Maroo'ns, pro­
pofing that four of their juftices fhould meet
four chofen Maroons on the next day to fettle

all difFerences-. To this an infolcnt anf~et

was returned in the following words: '" The
Maroons willies nothing eIfe from. the
country but battle; and they detires not to

fee Mr. Crafitell up here at an. So the.
are waiting every mOment for the above
on Monday." This was figned COlonel

Montague, and oIl the reJl j and in a port..

fcript was added, " Mr. David Schaw will
fee you on Sunday morning for an anfw~r~

They will wait till Monday nine o'clock)
and if they don't come up they will come

down themfe1ves." This curious epiftle,
it wa'S afterwards well known, was diClateq
by a few drunken Maroons, to a poor
ignorant white man without the concurrence

of old Montague, who was then fick and
abfent; nor was it known to Qne-tent~

parto~ the people: and I muft not omit

• VoklI afthe Ilollfe of AJl'cmbly.

LlI to
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to fay,

Govem~ent,

iple of felf-prefervation, ,being perfuaded,

Be this as it may, a turbulent

fpuit had been evinc~d among them,

to fubdue which firmnefs was neceffary.

-:While therefore fame headflrong Maroons
were ufing a foldier of ('.aptain Cratkell's

ill, and compelling him to write to his
commander, that it was too late to do any

thing good, and that they wanted nothing~

baving got plenty of powder and ball, the

'rre1awney militia moved up to Green-Vale,

a penn at the foot of the mountains leadin~

fa the Mar<Jon Town, about three miles

diftant, and of man: difficult accefs. Mr.
~harp, the Cufios of the pari!h, and fevera[

other getl.tlemcn, accompanied the corp~

.As they approached the hill, they ob-
I ferved
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ferved a fingle man winding along the ac_1

divities with aftoniihing agility, and bran­
diiliing a lance to lhow that he had no other
arms. - This was a Maroon Captain of the

name of Smith, a young fellow of exquifite'
fymmetry, whofe limbs united all that was'
requifite both for ftrength .and activity;
the fuperiority of his gait, as he defcended

the fide of the mountain, and the wild

grace with which he flourilhed the lance

over his head, excited the higheR admira~­

tion. He 'approached the Cuftos, and de-'

livered a letter to him, in which he was
requefted to proceed to the town, accom­
panied by Mr. Gallimore, Mr. Kno~les,Mr.
Galloway, and Mr. Stewart*. The invitation
was accepted, and there fi ve gentlemen went
forward to Tre1awney Town, where they

• In the hafty ftatement publilhed by Edwards, he: mu•.
took the perfons who went to this conftrtnce: nor were:

tllc:y accompanied, as he fays, by General Reid and Major

JJIDes, who had prc:viollfly gone to Trelawnc:y TowD; and

it appears by the letter of the CllftOS, written Oil his palfag~

t~ England, that the fending fur the gentlemen mentioned

,,"s by the: adyice: of Major James•

. L 3 found
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found General Reid, Mr. Mowat, aa~

Major James, their late Superintend~~

,~eetiag,

ot however
re fer~

Some of the

Maroons had been qualifying t,hemfelves,

as they often did on great occaflOns, with

, with which they
had been abundantly fupplied by int.imi~

dated perfoDs in the neighbourhood willing
to fecu,re their favour.

After much clamour, it was fenled that

one of their captains, named John Jarrett"
by no means the leaft violent,

, and deliver himfelf in fuch
a manner as gen~

t~emen

~; w~e~

L. I
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his being reduced into

fome form, the grievances they complained

of appeared to be as follows:

t. An infringement of· their treaty by
the magiftratea of Montegg Bay, in caufing

the punifhment of whipping to be inflicted

on fome of their people by the hand ofa
Cave.

2. That the land originally granted them

for their lubfiftence was worn out, and

being not fufficient for their fupporr, they
requ~red an additional quantity, faying that

the penns of feveral fetders in the neigh­

bourhood would fuit th~m.

3. That Captain Crafkell, their Super~

intendant, wu, on accOunt of hi» timidity,

unqualified for his office j and as they had

experienced the difpofitioD and abilities of
Major James, they were defiroui of his

re-appointment, and averfc to 1'eceivi~any

other.

Other
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Other matters were alfo alleged by them
as grievances, but which they were in­
duced to relinquifu, on condition that the
gende~en prefent would confider them­
{elves as pledged to obtain redrefs for what .
was fpecified in this ftatement from the
Houfe ofAffembIy, who were to meet early
in the enfuing month: at the fame time
they {howed a firmnefs of determination to
purfue their objeCl till there claims were
fatisfied.

the

the qualitiea of
James, without whore re-appointment they
could not be fatisfied, exclaimed: " You'

are our Tattas (that is, Fathers), we your
children; our frtuation, and the fuperiority
we have in this country, we derive from

our connexion with you; but when. we
do
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t,

Maroons•

.The Maroons being foothed by the pro­

mires they had received, and the media­

tors:j: being relieved from'the appiehenfionl

caufed by the mode of their reception;· the

latter afl"entcd to the reafonableneLs 11 of the
complaint of the former, engaging toufe

all their influence to promote their willies.'

Pleared at the rerule of the vifit, or with a

. • Votce of the Houfe of Affembly. t Id. :t Id.

lId. .
view
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.1ew of f'arther infuring the fatisfaaioa

that appeared, it entered the mind of one

tn the mediators to propofe a coUetliorl

6£ money among themfelves, for the people
with whom they had come to mediate, and
each gave fomething,

He faw in fuecefs,
obtained by tumult and violence, and in
Jewards beftowcd on infolence, the feeds of
future turbulence; therefore,

{aid: "This is the reward you deferve, •

In the evening the mediators left Trelawncy

Town, hoping they had for a time, at leaft_
tranquillized the Maroona.

However fatisfied the vifitors were with

the i{fue of their vifit, the public miud was
Dot. fa eafily pacified in the capital, where
a diverfity of opinion arofe refpeCling the
conduct to be purfued towards the Ma­
roons. General Palmer, of the pariih of

St.
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St. james's,
enant-Governor, recommending, in the

name of a meeting alfembIed on the octa..

non, a compliance with their demands I

t~ re.

Mr. Tharp, one of the great proprietors,

~d then Cuftos of the parUh of Tre-­
J;.wney, who, fince the meeting he attended

, in Trelawney, Town a8 Mediator, had
joined the fleet about to fail for Europe,

Ilfo recommended temporizing and acqut­
efeing in they we!'t

In a letter written the da1
before he left the illaDd,

re~llion

t'oper con@ll:

dif.

, without fpecifying what pre­

~nted their taking pla~c j but flating, that

, VOta of tJac Hoar. of~y•

•
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he believed Craikell, from what he under­

(lood; to be unfit for the office of Super­

intendant; that Major James was the idol

fJf the Maroons, and that nothing lefs than.

his re-appointment would fatisfy them *.

. Soon after the departure of the Cuftos
for. England,

, the Maroon affairs af­

fumed a better afpect, and his judgment

refpeaing the influence of thefe dreaded

mQUntainers over the naves, which, in his
9P;nion, would bring ruin on all,

; for neither

the plantation-negroes, nor the other
bodies of Maroons, difcovered the flighteft

defign of. fupporting them. On the con­

trary, thore who were the moft fufpeCled,

the Accompongs, publicly teftified their

difapprobation of the conduct of the people

of Trelawney Town, drc1aring that they had

a Superintendant (Captain Fomes) whom

., Votes of the Houfe of Alfembly.

. they
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they',loved, and whofe advice they were

refolved to follow·.

ome of tile planta­

tion-negroes in the neighbourhood about

ihis time 'preferring complaints againi\

their overfeers, their conduct was at fir!\:

eonftrued as taking advantage of the utua..
tion of things: but no alarm from the

general conduct of the naves could be
juftified, for never was a fpirit of order
and obedience more obfervable- among the
negroes thaQ at this period. Even Edwards,

who charges the Maroons with an early

feduCtion of the naves, fays ; "Happily the.
clafs of people on whom they relied for

fupport, remained peaceably difpofed'; nor
did an inftance' occur to raife a doubt of

their 'continui'og to do fo." Neither did the

! Votes of the Houre of Affcmbly•

.. planters
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planters attribute the difcontenta expre4ed

on the plantations in the vicinity, to the

influence of the Maroons; on the contrary,

one of them - fays, " What check have

we fo effell:ual as the Maroons?" and

mentiot1s this as a motive for fttding with"
them without hoftility; at the fame time

recommending the recolleCl:ion that,

~I1

rebeI~

.

Finding that, far from being fupported.

they were upbraided by the Accompongs,

the Trelawney Town Maroons had leifure

to reReel: on the infolence of their conduct,

a~d 'after fome days evinced a lers in­

trafiable <lifpofition.

• Votel of the Houfe of AJrc:mbly.
they
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'it appeared eltarI,.
that the Maroons were divided amone
themfelves; that the milder and more

numerous part were kept in awe by the
fmaller and more violent, who were the

younger.

de to whatever might be requell:ed ofthem.
One of them was in irons, by his 'order,

for an impertinent. expreffion, and the
body of Maroons offered to facrifice hilIl

rather than aggravate their offence: it
s alfo determined among them,

of

ain a pafi"port from General Palmer to

Sp~i~ '~own, to lay their complaiots

• VetCl of th~ HoWc of AfI"embly.
before
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{ely-es to him.

Thus affairs feemed to be in a train of

tranquillity; an~, indeed, fo confident w~
Lord Balcarres Df it that,on th:e militia

being, permitted by ~heit commander to
go home, and· on the reprefentation re­
ceived of the ftate of things,

I.

:
. . '. ,/

convoy of the Succifs frigate. . He ~fo

fent orders for Captain Crafkell. to repai~

to SpanHh Town, th~t

In confequence of
( ,

~hich, though the order arrived to~ late
to be obeyed ftriC\:ly,

Spa~i1h

Having
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Having brought you to a fair profpeCl:
. of tranquillity, I £lull conclude this Letter

with a few obfervations on the complaints

and demands made by the Maroons, and
on the motives that induced fame of the

great proprietors to with an accommoda­

tion with them as fpeedily as poffible.

The punHhment of the tvvo l'v1aroon de­

linquents, once convicted, was certainly no

violation of the treaty,

The Maroons
were fr.ee men, and puniLhments infliCl:ed

upon them fuould have been executed by

the legalofficer of the Government•.They

were flogged by the workhoufe driver, a

nave hired by the maller of the work­

houfe~ at the expenee of the pariLh,

The mode,

then, of inBiCl:ing the puniLhment, afforded

fome legal footing for the infubordination

of the Maroons to rell: upon, but it was

. VOL. I. . M not
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not a grievance that would of itfe1f have
produced fuch turbulent effetl:s; for, al­
though they we-re piqued at fome ex­
prellions by which the naves vented their
hatred and fpleen, the objeCl:s were fuch

notorious bad charatl:ers that the

and where
neit

The Maroons often after­
wards declared, that they wHhed for _per~
million to hang both of them,

It was not long before,.
that the Affembly, on a fimilar complflint,. ­
had caufed their traS: to be furveyed and
1:xamined, and had judged it to be adequate

6' ,'sq
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to their fupport, their in­
Be6des, they were aCl:ually tref­

paffers on the adjoining fetders, who per­
mitted them to continue on fufFerance;

from their laIttIs. The fact therefore is,
that this demand of additional land, was
merely brought forward to fupport ·the
turbulent infubordination into which they

had been gradually falling, and which was
110W breaking forth into exceffes.

thei~ dif:

The Govemm~nt might

have inclined to gratify their prejudices
without being able to accomplifh their
\villi; nor could it be expeaed that any
man would, for

lufively to an office that interfered with

ope, fpringing
from unregulated paffions.

M~ It
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It

infliain~

"and that their
pretenfions and defires were, urged' in a
very unreafonable manner. The great

anxiety therefore for an accommodation,
which was but too clearly manifefted, was

the refuit of other motives than juftice

to the Maroons. It was the refult of ~p­

prehenfion for the events that might be

the confequences of hoftilities with them.

Nor can it be wondered at, that a pacifica­

tion was anxioufly fought, when we find

that in that part of the country, there was

no military force to at\: on the inftant; that

time wasrequiGte to collect the militia,

that there was an uncertainty in the minds

of the Magi/hates as to the difpofition of
the naves, that the co-operati\'ln of the

other Maroon towns was expected, that

the nature of l\1aroon warfare was dreaded,
and,
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and, above all; that fuch a' difturbance
would injure the credit of the i£land among

the monied men in Great Britain-.

~ Votes of the Houfe of Affcmbly. See Appendix,
No. z. for the Votes cited in thia volume.

M3
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LET T E R VI.

-rhe Maroon Captains Jet out fir the Capital.-Alar~

ing Reports.-Marlial Law.-Murt1lfon's Declara­
tUJn.-'The Li8ulenanl.Go-;Jernorftts 01/1 fir 'Tulowney.
-'The Sumji Frigate recal/ed.-Cfhe Maroon Captains
arrd/eJ.-Proclamation.-Poj/ at Wem1fi Cf!Ille.­
Lord Ba/carru eJlahljJhu his Head-f5<..uarters at
Yaughan's Fie/d.-State of the Maroons.-JohnJOn
and Smith cal/ed in.-71)(ir Settlements burnt.-Sur­

render of a/mal/ Body if Maroons.-'Their Reception.
-Palmer and ParJ:injofl ftnt bacJ: to '['rclawney '!'own.
-'/be MiWoon '!'owns burnt.-Ferment of th, Puh-

lic. -Farce col/tBed. - Commencement of H#i/iliu•
...... Colonel Sanijord ad'IJanm la the Scile of the Old
Town. - ConftfJuence. - Colonel Gal/imore J:i/led.­

c.rhe Maroons rdire I' GUlhrit'J Dtjile.-Prlgrrft of
. the War.-Dunbar, the Maroon.-Cfhe CJ"roops taJ:e

Po.J1dJion of the Srite ofthe Old 'Town.-Chambers, the
Jfccompong, Jhot.-.A ftlell Party ofyoung Men offir to
go in Puifuit of the ~[ar(y.mJ.-Why rejeE/ed.-Major
Jamu ItadJ a Party to the Entrance of Guthrit's
Dtji/e.-He is in/ulted by Miflal:e.

I N the end of July all was peace, and

the humbled Maroons were direaed to fend
their
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their captains by the 31ft of the fame
month to Spanifh Town, to make their

(ubmiffion -.
ly with, owing to a delay occafioned by

the melTenger who br~ught the difpatches j

but
, and proceeded on their

way to the Capital. In the meantime, the
public mind was confiderably agitated by
the affairs of St. Domingo, by an appre­
henfion of the contagion of revolutionary

principles fpreading to Jamaica, by a cur­
rency of
~gency , and by a reluClance

. ~o fending troops off the country at f(}

~larming a junCture. It fhould feem tbat

~he Commander in Chief was alfo aCtuated
by thefe motives j and they were certainly
fufficiently fubftantial to excite vigilance

and decifion. A council of war was ac­

cordingly held on the 3d of Auguft j the

members of which, confidering the flying
~eports that Frenclvnen and people bf

• Votes of the Alfembly.

M4 colour
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colour were confpiring with the Maroonss

the danger of fuffering the departure of the

troops ready to fail for St. Dorningo, and

the neceffity of jufiifying Lord Balcarrea

in detaining them, concurred in opinion

that it was requifite to efiabli£h martial law;

which was accordingly proclaimed.

That the detention of the troops was a

wife mea[ure, is not to be contravened;

but it cannot be denied that the South fide
of the iQand was alarmed by reports from

the North fide, of which the North fide

knew nothing; and the North fide by re­

ports from the South fide, of which the

South fide knew nothing; and, whatever

might have been the intentions of the

revolutionary French, and no one will

doubt that they would have revolut~onized

Jamaica had they been able, it does not

appear that any conduct of the Maroonss,

fubfcquent to their propored fUbmiffion,

jufiitied a fufpieion of their infincerity.

In~eed, all the evidence obtained refpetting

their offences, not only related, to paft
matter,



matter, or to matter fubfequent to hofti­

lities, but was not depofed till fome weeks

after the declaration of martial law -; and

the like may be obferved of all the evidence

relative to the defigns of the French. They
were de;:pofitions taken fubfequently of con­

verfations and vague notions of different
times prior to the departure of the fix:
captains from Tre1awney Town, .or of ex­

preffions ufed, and aCls committed, after

their being thrown into irons.-Thc Ma­
roons never thought about the forces on
the ifiand, knew nothing of the intended
embarkation for St. Domingo, had not been
tampered with by the French, nor had they:

tbemfelves, at this time, tampered with tbe
naves. lA negleCled, half wild body of

people; they were ready to be tumultuous
or fubmiffive according to the afcendency

of their p.affions. When cool, they would

grow enraged at the fight of Crafitell; and

~n the excels of rage and tumult, bands of

- Votei oC the AifcmblJ.

them
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them would bci:6'1'ne cool at the blows of
James. There' were riot: people to h,e plot­
ing deep ()n(piracies. They had'i'gliorantly'
liWfed' the G6'Vetrimenr, al1d' it was n~c~{..:

f~ to riialre them feel theit dependence ~

t~'liad fel~ it~ and it becanlC~' politic to'

~e- tHem:- ea~' arid happy irt tnat' de­
petidence.· Th~ chief ~Qtives by which

t~'COU~il·ofWafwe~ idfiueiiced, muft
lA\dbubtedly ha"e arifen from the' appre-,"

hertlioQI of a· general infurreC\ion among
the I.ll:lves olf revo.ll1tiohary principles; a~

apprehel\ft~n;wnicb, the vety nature of the'
PnMl1' R:ewlutiori, rh'ore than the fuf_J

pi~s- &pofitioI\ of ~. French' prifooer-,
juf-.

.. One Murcnron~ who in a'declaration an~ examinatioa
~ttt:on' the' :a:8th l of Augun, !fated that :f'lIuchrt, the

Frcndl a~nt at Philadelphia, had receivedotden to raife
., many men of col~l\r all poffible, to be ftllt to JamaiC1l to

.~the'aave~ to :infurieaion, and that he h<ni aCled ac­

drd-ingl)': that· one hundred alld: 'fifty French agents had
been (cnt to Jamaica; tb1tt he was informed five French
meil otcolour h'ad'gone to the MatooD Town; th'at oue of:
the agents of colour {aid he was the friend of one of the
chiefs of the Maroon =grot'S; that Fauchet alfurcd him that;

;be French would laud ten thoufand negroes at fame dif.

tanclO
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juRified'their entertaining. On there ground~

they armed the Lieutenant-Governor with.

the powers 0.£ martial law; and on the 4t~

of AuguR his Honour left SpaniQl Town

in order to take the command of the troop~

in perfon, in a quarter where the revolt

was expected to break Ollt. Previou~

however, to his departure, he difpatched

an ~xrrefs-boat after the Succifs frigate,
with orders for her to alter her courfe, and.
convey the troops to Montego Bay. The_
boat came up with the frigate at the Eail
end of the iiland, and accordingly on the
day that Lord Balcarres left Spaniili Town,
the 83d regiment, under the command of
Colonel Fitch, difembarked at the port ap- .
pointed.

tance from Kingllon, with two mulkcts and two broadfworda
each, to be dillributed among the negroes in infurrecHon.
This declaration of Murenfon's was mane at a time whell

the Maroon war was in its height. He afterwards contra­
ditled it, faying he had made it with the view of being

liberated I and iQ the end it turned out that not one of the
one hundred and fifty agent<! he fpoke of, aa fent by Vau.
chet, was ever feen. Sec Appendix. No. 2.
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While tilere events were taking pla~e,

rhe fix Maroon captains, having provided

tbemfelves with regular pairports from Ge­
neral Palmer, were proceeding on their

way to Spanilh Town, to make their fub­

miffion. On their arrival at Landovery,

in the neighbourhood of St. Ann·s Bay,

a [mall town fituated nearly at an equal

diftance from Trelawney Town and Spaniih

Town, about forty-five miles from either,

they were ftopped, notwithftanding their

patrports, and fecured by the commanding

officer of the militia, to wait the pleafure

er the Governor; who, on their being

brought before him in his way through

St. Ann·s, on the fifth of Auguft, ordered

them into irons. Lord Balcarres then con..

tinued his route through Falmouth le>

ftlontego Bay, where on the 8th he ient

a me!rage to the Maroons, in which, aftef

upbraiding them for their conduct, and "'in­

forming them that the pa{fes to their tOWQ .

were all occupied by troops, and that [h~y

1irere furrounded by thoufands, he told the",

13 that
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that he had Hfued a proclamation offering

a re"ward for their heads after the 12th of
Auguft, and advifed and commanded every
Maroon capable of bearing arms to appear
before him at Montego .Bay 'on that day.
to fubmit themfelves to his Majefty's mercy,
enjoining and commanding them at the
fame time to bring in all the ftrange negroes

with them as prifoners. This fummons being
difpatched, Colonel Sandford, with one hun~

dred and thirty of the 18th and 20th Light

Dragoons, who had arrived in the parHh
of Trelawney on the 6th, took poft on the

9th, with fome militia, at Spring-Vale and
Wemyfs Caftle, near the foot of the moun­

tain, about four miles North of the Maroon
Town, fending detachments to Parnaffus
and Blue Hole. To tbis party a number
of gentlelI)en attached themfelves in the
courfe of the next two days, confident that
fo formidable a force in the face of the

Maroons would induce them to furrender.

The Commander in Chief had previoufly

advanced with the 83d regiment, and efta-
bli£hed



( 174 )

blHhed his head-quarters at Vaughan's Field.
which was, as I have already faid t a mile

~nd a half from the Maroon Town, ,having

ordered the militia to Kc;n,Gngtol;l, thl'<:ft:

miles and a half in his rear, to afford 'pro.
<

teeling parties to the convoys of provi-,
~Qns.

The decifion, aClivity, and celf:;rity of

lhefe movements, which were the confe­

quenc~ of martial law, augured well i and

had the fix Captains * arreRed at St. Ann's
Bay, who certainly had the greateft control

over the Maroons, been brought to corn­

~unicate with them, no doubt a faIutary

effe?t would have been produced among
them. This expedient, however, was not

thought of, or was not deemed neceffaryt

~nd a refort to the prowefs of the troops

c;ollfidered as the readiell: and man: effeClual
. .

means of complete fuccefs j Loid Balcarrea

. • They wcre called the Six Captain" but only four of
tbem were captains; the two otht"l'S In:r-: men of the greatefi.

bJilucnce. .

being
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being de~ermineP to cruf.P· thjs r,ebeUion hi
its birth *. Indeed. after the fupport his

Lordfhip had received from the Leginature,

he confidere4 all temporizing as loft tim6i

and leading to dangerous confequence~

It wilJ be no depreciation of this energy

of fpirit to obferve, that Lord Balcarre~

muft have been entirely unacquaint~4

;With the 1\laroo.n mode pf war, and the

-nllture of the ground ~hat was te be the

fcen~ of action: it was therefore natural

*~t ~~ fhc;mld 4~fpife t~e re4ft~Bqe th"t
~wo or thr;~~ h~ndr-ed m~.,du,gat@d Mar~()all

~ould oppqfe le> the pifciBli~e and valQtU'

9f fr9~ tw~lv~ tQ fiftee~ hu~dr~d re&pl..t

troops then ~t ~i~ CO~W1\~~, fijPPQ~~e4 by
feveral thoufands of militia, called into

~mve f~rvice ~y l~C proclamatiQ~of lI\~rtial

law.

_ The Maroons "!ere now much divided,

and. 4iffere~t opi~ions arQfe, the eJder and

milder people inclining to an immediate

.~ V.tct of the A1l"cmbly.
fubmif..
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fubmiffion, which was oppored by the

younger and more irritable. There urged
the breach of faith in the detention of the

fix Captains as a reafon t~ believe that
none would be obferved to themfelves, and

to dread the Governor's intention towards
them. Unfortunately, in the abfence of
thore captains no control could be pre­
ferved over them but by Major James, who
alfo had left them in full confidence of
their being difpofed to fubmiffion. It was
at this time, and not before, that Palmer,
with ~aco and another Maroon, went to

feveral eftates, and attempted to inftigate
them to join their people: the attempt,

however, was not fuccefsful llf•

On the firft information received by the
Maroons of the arreR and confinement of

their Captains at St. Ann's Bay, they

difpatthed intelligence to the outlying
Maroons, and particularly to Captain John-

• Examinatiun o! William.-Votca Qf the AfJ'emb1y.

fon,



( 177 )

Con, a man of much weight among them~

and Captain Smith, who, with their fami­
lies, had been fuffered to eftabli£h them­
felves on the back lands in the pariih of
Weftmoreland, adjoining eftates in the
neighbourhood of which they lived very
peaceably, and engaged in ufeful employ­
ments. It is evident, from the higheft
authority -, that there were many other
Maroons reuding in Weftmoreland who
had no connexion with Trelawney Town,
'lnd who had delivered themfelves up at
the beginning of the rebellion. A circum­
ftance that proves the improbability of its
-being a premeditated infurreClion, orofthere
ha.ving been a previous tampering among
the naves, flnce even numbers of the
Maroons themfe1ves were not aware of it.
As a farther corroboration of this, we £hall
find, in the courfe of the following pages,,.
that fome of the Accompong Maroons fell
in battle againft the rebels, and that there

• Votes 9Ethe Affembly.
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was no aid given to them by the plantaw­
tion-negroes, if we except the handful of'
.run-aways who attempted to pafs for Ma­
roons • , although they held their heads
proudly for' many months, gained advan­

tages, and feemed to- triumph. HoweveJ'"

·when Johnfon and Smith received intelli­
gence froin the Maroon town of what was­
paffing, it is certain they were living
peaceably on their fettlcments in Weft­
morelaad; amI, in this inftance at lea~,

it is to< be regretted that attention had not

been paid to the law, by which it was
enaC.l:cd, that Maroons in their predica­
ment fhould enter into written engage>
ments with their employers, furrender their
claim to the Maroon land, and enrol them..
{elves in the militia; in which cafe they
would have been no longer confidered as
Maroons, bur as perfons enjoying the privi­

leges of other free people. This precaution

.• In· the courfe of fix; or fenn mOlltlla, thc idte fla"~1

that dropp~d in at diffucnt timcs, did not amount in all

te a h"ndwL
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having be~n difregarded, they were now
urged by the Trelawney people to return
to the town, and the danger of their

fituation, and the treatment of their Cap­

tains, while, employed on the faith of. a
General Officer in conciliatory and fub­

miffive meafures, were painted to them in
fuch colours, that they removed their wo­

men and children into the woods, and
went up to Trela.wney Town with their

young men, in all nine aaive and enter­
prizing fellows.

The M:u:oons now looked up to Johnfon
and Smith, who, far from encouraging re­
6ftance, advifed peaceable meafures; and
having prevailed upon them to make a
trial, .left them to return to the place where
tht:y had concealed their wives and chil­
dren, whence they repaired to their fettle­
ments, which they found had been de­
firoyed by a party of the Weftmoreland,

militia, their houfes burned, and their pro­

vifion-grounds laid wane. The door of
N !& recan..
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reeonciIiation feemed now to be !hut againtf
them, and they tarried their families to

Trelawney Town, vowing veng~ance ana

retaliation. On the road, Johnfon and his.

fons finding fome plantation-negroes at

work in the woods, took them off with

them, 'Venting threats againft the white
people. The naves, however, efcaped, and
eommunicated thefe threats to the ma.gif­

trates in Wenmoreland~. another proof of

the exifting. enmity betwecIl the naves ami
the Maroons.

Meanwhile, the pacific meafure'refolved'
upon was attempted. On the [I th at
Auguft, in the morning, thirty-feveO'lf
able Maroons, with old Montague their

Chief, went down from Trelawney Town,
and furrendered their arms to Lord Bal­
carres at the head-quarters at Vaughan's
Field, in confequence of the proclamatioJll

• Edwards fays they were chicf:y old men ; on ~be COO"

u'ary. they were mo'a of them youllg men, and excellcn'­
If.ut~.
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er the 8th. \Vitn thefe were -two' Maroon
captains, named James Palmer and Edmund
Parkinfon ... On furrendering themfelvea
they dechred, that although fome of the

Maroons w-ere bad1y difpofed, many were
defirous of coming iu, but were afraid;
and the whole body have flnce declared,
that had this trial of the furrender of the
thirty-feven fucceeded., moa: of the rell, if
not all, were prepared to follow the ex­
ample, but unfortunately the reception of

old Montague and his companions was not
{uch as they expeCled. They were all, old
l\10ntague excepted, hound with their hands

behind, and on the 13th rent into con­
finement at lMontego Bay; one of them,
exafperated at his difappointment, having
previoufiy put an end to his exiftence by
ripping out his bowels. You will not, I
am fure, think me capable of relating thefe
fa8:s through invidious motives j but not

• There was no Maroon Captain of the name of Lttmllrtl
/'arlinJrm j the print given by Mr. Edwards with that
J1ame, would fuit any of the Maroon••

N3 to
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to mention them, would be to fubjeB: my·
felf to an imputation of a ferious nature,
no Iefs than what a very high authority
denominates a lie of omiffion -. It was
judged proper, and no doubt generally ap.­
peared fo at th: time, that the thirty-feven
Maroons who furrendered ihould be ordered

to prifon. It· was however refolved, that
two of them ihould be fent to prevail upon

the others to furrender alfo, and for that
purpofe Captain Craikell recommended Pal.,.
mer and Parkinfon as moft worthy of con,:"
.fidence. They were ~ccordingly difpatche4
to Trelawney Town; but upon the report
they made of the reception and treatment
of the thirty-feven, the Maroons, far from
following the others, immediately fet fire
to both their towns j and retired, next
day; the I ~th~ at Q.oon, to the fettlemC;Qt
of Schaw Call1e.

• Paley's Principlea of Moral. Philofophy, Book Ill.
ch. r5. By fupprdIing evident faas to gratify the preju­
dices of a fet of men, or indulge their own, the bell hif­
tonans w,ollld lofe all authority, anI! fink into the cha.ratler
"f part)' ,rrit~.

At
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At this junaure, the public mind was·
in a great ferment. Many gentlemen on
the North fide, more acquainted, wirh the
Maroons than the inhabitants of the South
ude, and refident near the fcene of aClion,
ignorant of the grounds on which th~

Council of'Var in Spaniili Town hadde-'
eided on martial law, confidered the'mea..
fures as hafty, and hall"dly j,uftified by cir­
cumftances and the 6tuatian of the M~roon&

at that time. The principal officers too,
thought themfdvcs el'ltitled from their local
knowledge to be more confulted; though,
at the fame time· it muft be owned, they

made a v.ain eftimate of their power., to
reduce the Maroons, if nece{fary, without
the aid of the regular troops, which was
fully evinced whenever hard duty was re­
quired. From Centiments like there, how­
ev.er, jealoufies began to arire in the militia,
which, happily,. were Coon extinguiilied
by the judgment aud prompt deciflOn of

Lord Balcarres. The whole Wand was

RQW alarmed, and fome of the wealthy

N 4- plant('tI
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planters declared they would £land forward
with their fortunes to fupport the defenders
of the country. Whatever difference of
opinion exifted on fome heads, all were
now agreed in the neceffity of humbJing
the l\1aroons, and everyone offered his,
Cervices. Preparations were made to fecure
the country on all quarters. Befides the
force already with Lo'rd Balcarres, there
were one hundred and fifty of the 13th
regiment of light dragoons difmounted
under Colonel Watpole, who was fent to
command the troops to the South in St."
Elizabeths i detachments of the 17th regi­
ment of light dragoons under Captain

Bacon, and one hundred of the 62d regi­
ment of foot under Colonel Hull, ordered
to the North fide from SpaniIh Town,
with other fmaller detachments of troops,
ftopped in their way to join their refpeaivB
regimenta in St. Domiogo.

Things had now come to a crifis, and,
on the 12th of Auguft, early in the morn..

iog
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ing, a company of free people of colour,
commanded by Captain Hamilton, belong­
ing to the St. James's militia, o~ their
march to join Lord Balcarres, were attack.

ed within a mile of Vaugban's Field, near

a fpring at the bottom Of feme gTound.
cultivated by the Maroons on fufferancei
Captain Hamilton made a g~llant fraod,
and his aLfailants retreating, he joined tho

Commander in Chief with the 10[a of o~ly

two men killed and fix wounded~ OR

the fame day, an adva.nced poD: of the
militia at Chatfworth, below the ruins of
Schaw Caftle, and a mile to the north of
Trelawney Town, were fired upon from
the heights above them. Hoftilitiea
were thWJ unequivocally commenced 011

the part of the Maroons, and extinguifhed

all doubt: of their determiution; a deter­
~ination which mu&: furely have fproDg
from the rafhnefs Qf defpair, if they re­

fleCl:ed a moment on the unequal force
·with which they had to contend: but

which.
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which, from the refult, might appear to
have been infpired by their dependence 011

their faftneffes.

Lord Balcarres now refolved to lofe no
time, and, on the 12th, fent a difpatch by
Captain Crafkell to Colonel Sandford, with
an order, on the receipt of it, which would
be at half paft two or three at lateft,.imme­
diate1y to take poffeffion of the New Town,
wheel to the right and occupy the provi­
{ion-grounds,· by which he would have the
Rebels in the rear, and his Lord£hip would
nave them· in the front. Colonel Sandford
had received:an old incorrect plan of the
country through which he was to pafs, that
had perplexed him and given him much
trouble. Fortunately he had been joined
by Mr. Rohertfon the commanding officer
of Fort DaIling, who was profeffionaUy a
land furveyor;well acquainted with the Ma­
roon towns and the feat of war. With his
afiiftance, and the attendance of a TreIaw-

14 ney
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ocy Town M~roon -, Colonel Sandforcl
had managed to clear his way, and to
open the paths leading to the Maroon
towns. On the morning of the 12th,
he had advanced to Schaw Came, where
the Maroons were feen on the heights

\ .

between that place and th~ New Town,
blowing their horns, and menacing him
in every way they could devife. He re­

, which, it is evident, fuould have
arrived fooner. He infiantly advanced
with the greateft alacrity, and climbed the
very difficult acclivities of the mountain

• ThIs Maroo~ deCem:s to be particularly IDCntioned.
flis name is Thomas, and he was a captain. His charactea'
W3sweII known to Mr. Robenfon, in the neighbourhoodoE
whoCe pcDn he had lollg reuded, and by whom he had bcca
II:mployed in frequent expeditions in the interior of the
4:ountry. Confident of his fidelity, Mr. RobertCon fpoke of
him to Colonel Sandford, who offered to protect and rewanl
hi~ for his Cervices; and he was accordingly brought to the
Colonel by Mr. Robertfon. Far from requiring induce­
ments to ferve, felt hurt that rcwarda
{hould be thought necdfary. fIis conduti through the war
was uniformly good. He frill relides in his old habitation,
AA4 eujoys i!o fmall aDllwty paid him by the parilh. .

with
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·with his dragoons mounted,accompanied by
fame ofthe militia and many volunteers,and
took poffeffion of the fciteofthe New Town•
.on the approach of the troops, the Maroons
retreated within the defile, and remained on
a pofition where, unfeen themfelves, they
could obferve the motions of the body atling
againft: them. It appears to have been the
intention of the Commander in Chief, that
Colonel Sandford lliould remain at the
fiation he was diretled to take, in order to
co-operate' in an attack he meditated on

the fide of the Old Town:

13alcarres been at the Old Town, as na.

, nor pre..

vented their taking poffeffion of their
defile at Guthrie's to the South, for

gr~teft . Be that as it may,
Colonel Sandford, on his arrival at the
fcite of the New Towo, bein~

by
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that there was no road or provill<>n-ground
to the right, as mentioned in the order,
but that he might advance to the Old
Town, obferving that it was only a quarter

of a mile, ·and that the road wu not worfe
than that by which they had mended,
liftened unfortunately to thefe counfels, and
taking Captain Robertfon for his guide,
entered the ddile at the head of the dfa...
goons, followed by Colonel Galliti10re aRd
bis volunteers, and about twenty dir~

mounted volunteer troopers.

and the Maroons fnffercd the
head of it to reach within a third of the
Old Town, without giving the fiightefl
indication that they were ranged behind
the bullies. At length, an unexpeCled
and tremendous volley of fmall arms; frOl8
behind trees, was fired from the left :u~tt

the column from one end to the other: all
preLfed forward, and Colonel Sandford, at
'be head of his men, advanced towlids the

: ' . ".I
lown,



( 190 )

town, where two paths leading to it me-er.
Another volley was now poured 'from be.

,hind the trees, and Sandford fell, clofe by
Captain Robertfon. Had he efcaped, it is
probable he would have maintained the po­
lition of the Old Town; an open elevated

.fituation, at a fuffidentdiftance from the co­
·vered fire ofthe Maroons, Far different was
the event. On his death a panic perva.ded
the w.hole body: .diforder enrued, no one
was collected enough to direct or advife, and
.flight 'feemed the only refource for fafety.

ng up' a fcattered fire on an imaginary

. There was no recovering
the panic that had feized the troops:

••
The

I ,~ A lingulat" cil'cumftanae occurred OD the troops enter""
_ N~W' Tgwn. A dragoon. in a burninl' hut, laid hia

hiUl~
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The party arrived at' head-quarters ill
the dark, many of them weakly teftifying
their joy on efcaping by firing their pieces
in the air; noife and confufion' eofued,

and more danger was apprehended from
friends than foes. Lord Balearres having
{lipped from a plank, rendered flippery by
rain, received a contufion over the eye,
which' fame at firft imagined proceeded

from a ball; his Lordfhip, however, put
a ftop to the uproar, and reftored order.
The troops were kept on the alert all night,
left the Maroons, elated with their fucce1S,
fhould venture to follow it up; but thefe
'Were otherwife employed, having r~tumed

to their town to recrui~ thdr fpirits by th~

aid. of rum, an application to which had
before rendered them frantic and defperat~

mum upon a book entitled Wake's C~thedrm. 11lis be
~nai into his jacket direaI,. OYe. hi,-healt. A. he pa~
through the defile, he received., ball. which mull havc

'killed him on the [pot, had it not be~ii for 'the b~ok whiJi.
!lad about two hundred pagCII in it•• r'l"fte bullet' ptnc....k.
'.it .wid&ill th~c lellfCJ, whercit .IMiCji· ~._... .•. :.i

So
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So great were their exceff"es this night, that
at leaft fixty of them, by their own con"
!effioD, lay in a {late of infenfibility from

intoxication till two o'clock next daYt
wben, with the affiftance of the women.
and lefs intoxicated men, they were re­
moved into the Cockpit of Petit River.
within Guthrie's defile. Could the Com...

mander in Chief have divined· their fitua­

tion, and detached troops to the town in
the morning, Inore than a fourth of the

young Maroon men would have fallen into

their hands without the power of refift..

anee : but a forefight of this kind is not to

be expeCled, and greater caution was now

become neceffary to prevent fimilar difafters.
from which fatal confequences might be

apprehended.

It is to be obferved, that as Colonel

Sandford was entering the defile, a detach.
ment of militia, that had been ordered to

join him at Schaw Came, had followed

him, and waa coming up to the fcite of
the
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the New Town, where they were directed
to remain; which they did all night. 1pe
fpot being lefs tenable than that of the Old
Town, as it is lefs cleared, {hows that·
there was hothing to prevent the latter
from being alfo occupied by the troops.

It is much to be regretted that the panic
by which the troops were hurried away to'

Head ~arters, prevented their occupying
the fcite of the Old Town, after they were
in polI"effion of it, and might have main­
tained it without refiftance. The imme­
diate encamping there would not only have
faved the lives of many who died 6ftheir
wounds, or through fatigue, but ~ould have
left on the minds of the Maroons an im­
preffion that even their defiles were not to
be depended upon; whereas abandoning
the town was giving them a triumph, and
confirming their reliance on their politioo.

The Commander in Chief ilfued a pro­
clamation, pointing out the ill'confequeoces

VOL. I. 0 of
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of not adhering ftriClly to orden, alluding
to the condull: of the unfortunate Sandford,
who had been direded to remain on the
ground to which he was ordered; and
although fome of his friends were willing
to believe his orders were difcretio~ary, it
is known from the higheft authority that
rher were pofitive -. His fault was atoned
(or by the lors of his life; and if we reflect
upon the circumftances that induced him
to aa from the beft of his judgment, the
rigour of duty will perhaps be found not
fully to fupport the cenfure that followed
hi. fall; fOf, 'befid~8 the danger attending
a halt through th~ night in the pofition he
had taken, it had not been in his power
to ~plywith the orders he had received,
not ~ing able to find the fpot mentioned
in them, on which he was direll:ed to take
his polt. After inquiting in vain for it,
refleaing on the difadvantages of the poti­
tion he had been obliged to take. believing

• Vote, of tae Memb1r,;

that
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that the Commander in Chief" 'had- match...
et! to the Old Town to co-operate with
him, and urged by a reprefentation that
diminillied in imagination the difficulties
to be enc:ountcted, having petformed his
duty as exaaIy as he could, without being
able to adhere to the ftria lett~r of his
orders, he yielded to hope and valour, and­
was unfonunate. -

~ In this difaftrous affair, there fell of the
regular troops, bdides Colonel Sandford
and his quarter-mafter, fourteen men; of
the militia, thirteen petfot1s, among whom.
was the gallant Colonel Gallimon', their
commander; and of the volunteers, eight:
and many were wounded. Notwithftand­
ing this lofs, fuch was the advantageous
mode in which the Maroons engaged, that
not a fingle man of them was killed.
Numberlefs cruelties were faid at the time
to have been praaifed on the wounded,
but this aff'ertion proved erroneous. Thofe:
\tho were, fuot remained in the places

02 where
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where they feJl. and fome of the wounded
fl,ed into the woods, where they laogUiLhed
an4 peri1hed: others died: through fatigue,
which .wa~ evi~ed by two., bodies that
were found a f.eW:,~ay~ ~t;r at the foot of
the hills, ODe b~n~ very mght~y WOLJ.Pded
on the neck. and the oth4=r.. not wounded. . ..' .'

at all. Colonel Gallimpre's death was·not
, ..' - ..

immediate; he was certainly wounded, and
never feen after. The Maroonl could give

no acco~t of him, which they would have
been able to do had he fallen into their.
hands, as he was perfonally known to them,
and had ve.ry lately been at their town

with the mediators. They had the watches.
knives, pe~cils, and other things of the
reft that fell, but nothing. of GalIimare's.
except his gun, which he muLl have
dropped on being wounded,. anq making.
far the wopd~ As his body was ~ever

found, it is probable that the canfufion of
the [cene,. and approach of-night, favoured
his retreat in~o the covered grounds, where.
from fatigue, or lofs of blood, he l'J1ay-

2 ha~e

Dlgltl"d vGoogle
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have expired, like others, in fome recefs J

. which, from the difficulty of being pe­

netrated, time itfelf may never difcover.
Gallimore 'was a brave~ aCtive man, and
generally beloved.

The Maroons now found that the {cite
of the Old Town was not a fecure polition,
and therefore reCoIved to ftation only a
fmallparty of men there to keep a look­
out, for there were three other acceffible
approaches lefs difficult than that which
had been attempted; one from Vaughan's
Field, which was the eafieft j another by

a circuitous track from the New Town,
leading into the former near its entrance
to the Old Town; and a third to the
~aftward, through Tackey's Defile. The
bodr of Maroons, therefore, retired to
their women in Guthrie's Defile, the en..

trance of which they occupied in fuch a
manner, as to render it impregnable. It:
appeared otberwife, howeveJ', to many a

foIdier who carried this poft in imagination,
03 and

-".....
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and talked of covering the front by an
advance, proteaing the line by two flanking
parties, and puihing on brilkly. Very
proper lan~ wh~n it can be applied.
but here mifplaced~ The tides of th~~

defile are nearly perpendicular·, and can
~y be eqtered one by one, nor have

~ny ~f the gallant fellows who attempted
it ev~ returned. The praB:icability of
~dvancingupon an enemy in there cockpit.

~ not to be judg~ of by other feats of
war; nor the h~dthips of a ~ampaign, by
thofe {uRained iq ~ regular warfare~ The
taCl:ics required in tpe Trel;lwney mountain,
~fe not to be learned fro.m Saxe, Symesl

:PUDQas, o~ a~y 9t~crJ; wqter on t~e ~ilitary

~rt~ .

,

It was reCoIved to furround th~ feat o.f
aCl:ion a~ far. as it was praaicabIe, ~<J

reinforcemc;nts were c~ed up, confifting
of a hundred me~ of tl\e Q2d regiment

• Scc ~ de!cription cif this dcfUc in Cudjoc'l war, il!"~t
P·49·

I L Googlc
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under Colonel Hull, a detachment of that

gallant regiment, the 17th of light dra­

goons, and large bodies of militia. The

men were employed feveral days in de­

ftroying an the provifions in the vicinity

of the Maroon Town, a work the Maroons

could not venture out- of their faftnelfes to

repel. Upon the heights, however, within

three quarters of a mile of the head-quarters~

their advanced piqueta kept their ground

in fight, relieving their {entries with the

utmoft regularity, and communicating In­

telligence by their horns from height to

height along their polls. The different

bodies employed in deftroying the pre­

vifion-grounds, fired frequent vollies into

the gullies, which, made the woods re-echo,

and the Maroons fmile, for they knew

where to obtain provifions, and were amufed

at the' wafte of powder. Buccers had in­

creafed their infolence, and rendered them

more daring. Johnfon and Smith had joined

them with ~heirfamili~s; and the'confiden'cc

tbey repofed in thefe chiefs, particularly the

04 former.
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former, to whore cQmmand they fubmitted

them{~ves, gave greater regularityand effeCl:

to their enterprifes, and lcept ~live the hope

offorCin~ the Gq~crq~en~ to adv~~geou~
fcrms.

Lord BalearIes, ftiIJ conceiving it to be
the inteption of the Maroons ~o defend
tlleir toWn, ~etermined t~ make a gen~ra\

attack upon it. A fmall fielq-piece w~

with th~ utmofi: ~ifficulty advanced, under

~h~ direaioq of Colonel Fits:h, from the
head-quarter~, through fome qf th~ ruined
~rovifion-t?rounds, o~ ~n acclivity more ~

. Ilrecipice than a ~i1l, to th~ fcite pf the
New Town, ~here ~iyifions qf the 17t4
and 2~th light dr~goons had hutted them:­

fe1ves. To 6f1"ect this, it "!~ n~ceffary tq
cut a track, the line of which was direCl:ed.. :' :," ,.' .

~y tbe bugl~8 qf the 17t~ regiment ~ who,
with a party of negr~es under ~lonrl.F~a­

{er, the Enginect, and a ~et~hment of th~
pr~goons, wer~ clearing thF way to meet

fh~ fr~~~ begun ip. th~ 0FPofi~e ~ir~~io~.. pr

---~~-



( 201 )

by ~ party of negroes employecl wit~

Qolonel Fitch. The firft day's attempt was

,lefeated by violent rains, fuch. as cannot
be ealily imagiqed by thofe who have not

been in tropical climates. It was now the

very height of the rainy feafon, and it

never failed to pour down daily for thre~

pr four hours, fometime betwe.en noon
and funfet. A fecond attempt on the next
day fucceeded, an~ the field-piece was
mounted at the New To~n. Aft,~r the
troops had taken poffeffion of it, various

articles of linen and plate, of confiderable. .
llalue, were found in trunks hid in the

adjoining bullies, which proves that the
Maroons were not fo deftitute of conve1

niences as has been faid: many of the
~ragoons were furnillied with chintz night..
~owns. It is remarkable that at the time

pf tranfporting the field-piece, a Maroon

patpedDunbar, who afterwards came in

with a flag, was fo near ,With twelve men;

as to h~r Colonel Filch give an order in

~ ~omm~n tone of ;voicc to an office~

£landing
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ftanding near him, to advance his bugle,
and an(wer Colonel PraCer'. as foon as it
was beard. Dunbar declared he was not
thirty feet off, and that he would have

made his party fire, but that he was not
fa fituated as to make an immediate retreat,
from the large body that might have been
hrought againft him, there being above
two hundred men at a halt near Colonel
Fitch when he gave the order. This Ma­
roOD, notwithftanding the vigilance with
which the furrounding country was guard...
ed, patTed the pan at Vaughan's Field at
11 0' dock at night on the 30th of
Augnft, and burned the buildings at ~

pla~n caUed Bandon, only fix miles from
the head-quarters on the road to MontegQ
Bay.

Lord Balcarre. now prepared for the

general attack, his Lordlhip himfelf heading
the troops from Vaughan's Field, Colonel
Hull advancing with thore at the New
Town, an4 Colonel Incledon marching

by



( 203 )

by the way of Tackey's. In the aCcent
there was much firing to intimidate the

Maroons; but they, we have already feen,

had decamped, and the three divifions ar.
rived together without any oppofition or
annoyance, except from Come filots fired
at a great diftance by a dozen of Maroons
ftanding upon a high rock that overlooked
the town, and by which twee men were
wounded. On the arrival of the troops,

the remains of Colonel Sandford, and
eighteen other bodies, were found and

,buried. In confequence of this movement,
Lord Balcarrea was enabled to advance the
greater part of the forces from Vaughau's
Field, to within three quarters of a milo
pf the Maroo~s pofted at Guthrie'. De­
file, leaving behind only a Cmall detach.
~ellt ~Q gllar4 the £lores, and the lick and
wounded.

The troops took poLTeffion of the Ccit~

of the Old Town in· the beginning of the

. Plonth of September,,~henLord Ba1ca~e&

8 - Dot
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not finding the rebels, as he expelled',

defending their town, gave the commancl
to Colonel Fitch, and fet out for Montego

Bay, to make the neceffary arrangements
for carrying on fo fingular a war. The

body of Maroons that had furrendered were

ftill in confinement at Montego Bay; thefe
his LordIhip deemed it prudent to {hip on

board a vei".cl in the harbour, as the heR:
mode of fecuring them; and extraordinary
rewarda were offered for tbe heads of
Palmer and Parkinfon, the two men who

had been chofen from among them to
return and perfuade' the reft of the Maroons

to furrender. They were fuppofed to have
allcd contrary to the defign with: which
they were fent, and to have inftigated the

burning of the towns: but that was not

the t1lCl j for no fooner was it reported

to the Maroons, that the party who had
fubmitted, had been tied and fent pri­
foners to Montego Bay, than each man,
of his own accord, determined'to fet fire

to'his'houfe, deClaring he would die rather
than
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than "Currender, and Ibe ihipped off the
country with his armain his hands; and
in, this refolution Pahner 'and ParkinCon
concurred.

Soon after that event, a captain of the
Accompong Maroons, named Chambers,. , . . . .

went up ~o the poil: the Trelawney people
had taken, for the purpofe of perfuading
them to fubmit; but his knowledge of the
fecret track by which' he paIred proved
fatal to him; for the Accompongs having

taken adecided part in favour of Govern­
ment, it was fufpeCled he might be in­

duced to guide the troops~ He was fuot
by Palmer, and his head was cut off in
refentment againft his tribe.

Previo~s to Lord Bakarres's departure
for the feat of Government, a felea paI1Y
of active young men, fit for the woods, and
confifting chiefly of fuch ai had been in
the habits of hunting the wild boar in the
interior forefts of the mountains, often

accorn-
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acCompanied by th~ Maroons, prefented
tbemfelves to his Lord£hip~ ~jfering to go

_ith a chaCen band of Black-Shot~-tmlftf
of whom had been their companio'ns in
the toils and pleafures of the cha~e, and

purfue the Maroons wherever they could j

requefting, at the fame time, to be com­

manded by Major John James. Lord Bat­

carres liftened with fatisfaaion to this offer,

but gare a pofitive denial to the requeft
with which it .was accompanied, declaring

th~t there were charges to be exhibited
againft Major James on which he 1hould
have him tried. He gave them any other
choice, which they declined j and were,
in confequence, ordered to join their re·
fpeCl:ive corps.

To perfift in a demand, after {uch rea­
fons had been affigned from fuch authority,

'befpoke unbecoming arrogance and pre...

fu~ption; bur, on the other hand, the
denial created no little difguft, and that

. difguft was farther increafed on the foHow..
ing
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iog occafion. Major James, who had
waited with confidence for the threatened
trial, hearing no more of it, went into
TreIawuey, and attached himfe1f, with
fome of the young men whofe offer had
been fruitlefs, to ~ party going out from,
that quarter. When he went on fervice
with. his friends, it was immaterial who
had the 'nominal command, the real com­

mand was conceded to him. He led this
party to the Maroon tracks, and told them.
the route the rebels would take. By fmell..
ing the fmoke: of their fires, he direCled
the party to a fpot where they found an
old invalid or two, who had not firength
to efcapc, and, after .a very tedious and
fatiguing march, clofe at th~ heels of a
body of Maroons, he brought them up to
Guthrie's Defile. "So far," faid he, point­
ing ~o the entrance, " you may purfuc,
but no farther: Ne force can enter here j

no .white man, except myfelf, or fome
foldier of the Maroon efiabliIhment, has
ever gone beyond this. With the greatell

difficulty
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~ifficulty I have penetrated four miles
farther, and not· ten Maroons have gone
fo far as that. There are two other ways
of getting into the defile praaicable for
the Maroons, but not for any of you. In
neither of them can I afcend or defcend
with my arms, which muA: be handed to
me ftep by fi:ep, as pradifed by the Ma­
roons themfelves. One of the ways lies
to the Eaftward, and the other to the Weft­
W'.ard, and they will take care to have both

. guarded if they fufpetl: that I am with you,
~hich, from the route you have come to­

day, they will. They now fee you, and

if you ad"ance fifty paces more, they will
convince you of it." He had hardly
{poken, .when the Maroon horn founded

his call. To this he made no anfwer, and
then a voice addreffed the party, defiring

to know if he was among them. "If he
is," raid the voice, " let him go back, we
do not wHh to hurt him; but as for the
reft of you, come on and try battle if you
choofe." It being impraaicable to enter

the
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the defile, the party, exhau{lcd by fatigue
an.d hunget:, returned bY' a circuitou8 route j

,.nd cfJming to a poll whete a fieId-pfficet'
of the re~ulars c.ommanded~ Ja.mes, who
was ill before he fet out, Being now a­

tremeJy wearied, threw himfelf down on

'he foot of a flight of fteps leading up to
the door of the hdUfe. From his drefs and
perfon, neither of which had any marks of
fuperiority, but on the contrary had a dirfy

.ppe~rance, the fentry ordered him tb get

IIp. James, after a filort reft an the' fiep"
was afcetl<ling to go in t but the feritrt
again was rough, and told him that h waa
ordered that people coming there, fhould

be fent to the back of the honfe. An
altercation cnfued, which brought out the
officer, who probably not knowing Major
James, abufed him. Such a man was not
accuftomed to put up with abufive lan­
guage; he retorted. with violence, and well
it was that fame gentlemen interfered, and
took him away. Although this occurrence

warby fome fufpeaed to have arifen from
VOt.. I. P a pre-

•
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a prejudice in the mind of the officer, it
was more generally fuppofed to have been
a iniftakc, as he was too worthy a man
ta have Uled thus from motives of refent­
ment. On James no court-martial was

ever held, but he {erved no more: he
retired in ill health, and the accufation
preying UpOIl his mind, he lingered in a
declining ftate, and died 'in the courfe of
the next year. It is not to be wo.dered
at that he was not tried. \Vith many
nluable qualities, he was a weak man,
but of weakncfs only could he have been
~onviaed.

• I , "



(~II )

-Plan of Optrslio1U.':-Com'manJgi'Vtff to el/otlti Fir,1J.~
Ct/urlll lUid ad'Vanrtl witb tht Militi. to Yaughrm/'"
field.-ParllJ !lttwltn eoiMulFite/, andiht Mano"I.­
Dunoar and HanJty fiJrtrtJ to 'Vijit the Mar()(JII Pri.

Jontrl ill M,nttgo Ba, Haroour.-Conf"lltI.tt.-Parll
,ro'tEffllg 'UJWCing SllnJtl ilmhtjIHd.-G"''''a/ AniMo- .

fit, of tht S/awl tfJWards the MilrflQlU.-LitUttna"t
'rumlinjon.-ColfJntl Fitch and il Parly gQ tD Ltr1#.
-'rht Part, Dmb'!fhtJ.-BriJ!tt .nd Dth#1 liDta.­
Co/Dlltl Filth J:illta.-Captain Lit mwtall, 'WQwtltd.­
Gharalltr of CDloM/ ~itcb.-Lwd BtJ&llrrul 8/Nth.
--Murtnfin and Count La Fttu 111'.,111 l!firt tbt

&ufl of Jlffimo".-TIH firnur Jmul /Wry Pilrl tf
hil V"i4ratiDn.-'rht Houfi of Alfms1llj rt"","'''u/ I'

Lord Bal,tm'tI, thllt tht'J ana all th} Frmch It fint
tQf.-Grallt t, Lord Balcarm duri", M.rtialLDw.­
Grilnt tQ th; Ifce"'''8 Mar."I.-CJ:fIIIJ Compa"itl if
Fr" PlOp't if eokwrraifia.-Rt'WIWdsfw liPi"g or

talinl il er"t/a."" f"own MaNOn.- Stalt if. tht
1Yar.-GIoom 'fill tNrr tht ljJana. . . i.

T HE future plan of the wai, which was .
refolvcd upon before the Lieutenant.Go­
vernor 1~ the feat ef aaion, waa to ·con-
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fine the Maroons in a circle, and 'Vart
bodies of negroes were employed to felt
trees, in order to ,form the polls, or, in the
military language, the cordon. ,The exe­
cution of the pJanwas committed to Co­

lonel Filch. 'At this time General Reid

advanced with the militia from Kenfington,

and occupied the quarters at Vaughans-field,
'where one company of the 83d had been

left. This di~'ilion of the militia confifted

of detacqments of the St. lames's, Weft.
t;nore1and, and Hanover regiments, to
which tae General, by his own perfonat
intereft, added a large body of confidential

l:llack Shot,coneCl:ed from different plan­
tatlol;lS. Wh~, this. force, he, made feveral
al4eJBpt8 to penetrate tathe Maroon pofts,

and to furprlfe their for~ging parties.
He alfo projeCled a general' attack' upon
their'main body in the Cockpit, ~ccording

to their own mode of war. Detachments
of militia from all the' ~rifhe8 of tbe
co..unty of Cornwall were o.dum to march
aud lie in ambu£h by the fc'veral pafhs lead-

, .m,

Dlgltl"d vGoogle
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ing to the Cockpit, whiIe"tl~ m~in body of
the militia, confifting of about three hun­
dred men, marched direCl:ly to it, in order
to fwprife the Maroons; w~o, if they en­
deavoured to efcape, could Dot fail to fall
into the ambuChes laid for them. The
militia, on their approach to the Cockpit, in­
'lead of proceeding, wheeled to the left and
marched into the Old Town; bUt, being ill
received by the Commanding Officer there,
returned to Vaughansfidd, where they had
marched in the morning. The other ex­
peditions projeCled by General Reid were
rendered fruitlefs and diftreffing by violent
and 'inceffant raina, which damaged the
'powder. The militia were now haralfed
to death, yet bore every fatigue patiently
and without a murmur. At length they
became fo tired of the fervice; that on the
companies being relieved every fortnight,
few ofthofe who went from the pofts re­
turned. It was fo haraffing, that not many
could bear it. Captain Oldham, of the
·6ad, died of fatigue.

p 3 Soon
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Soon after the command had devolved
on Colonel Fitch.. the Maroons ufed to
~ome, in bodies, to the heights above his
quarters, and call to him. He invited
them to a parley, alT'uring them that they
ihould not be hurt, but fuffered to returfl
when they pleafed; on which they r~

quefted him to withdraw his fentries ; and,
on that being complied with, fame of them
came down. They declared to. him, that
the Maroons were ready to fubmit on a

promife of pardon, and an affurance that
they {hould not be fent o~ the countrye
Colonel Fitch told diem that he was not
~Qth9ri~ed t<> grant them any fpecific terms,
~ut would undertake to prQmife all of them
their lives j that he would in the. mean
time write the~r willies to the Lieutenant­
Govern9r, and c~ndidly communicate his
anfwer. They' p{effed hilU to t~e the
~rrangement up~m himfelf, but De perfifted
in not exceeding his authority, telling them
~hat if they wifued for peace, he would be
~lad to conclude one with thems or evcl,l. a
. trUces,
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tr'flC:e, but that he was equally ready for
hoftilities; for that if he-were not employed
in reducing them, he mull go and attack
the French at St. Domingo, and that it was
immaterial to hi~ with which of the ~ing's

enemies he fought. At lail they declared
that they would {urrender upon his good
word, that is, depending on his honour for
favourable terms, if he would permit two
of their men to go and vifit their friends

who had {urrendered, and were at Montego
Bay. This was agreed to, and they {eletl:ed
for the purpofe Dunbar and Harvey, who,
leaving their murkets and ammunition with
General Reid, were fuffered to pafs un­
molefted•..

During their abfence many of the Ma­
roons came together, fometimes to the
number of {ixteen, to Colonel Filch's
quarters, protefiing the moft peaceable in..
clinations. At the end of two days the
vHitors ret~rned, bringing with them a

P4 few
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few pounds of falt. Colonel Fitch rema.!"
!rated with them on carrying in the falt,
which was unnecdfary, as they were to
furrender the. next day,but on their ob;.
fervi.ng that the quantity ·was fo fmall as

fcucely to admit a divifion, he fuffered it

to pars. With Dunb~r and Harvey old
Montague returned from Vau·ghans-field,
where he had been kept. This miffion f as
might have· been forereen, was attended
'With effeas fimilar to the return of Palmer
and Parkinfon, whofe companions had been·
fent into confinement on their [urrender.
punbar and Harvey reported that their
riends were on boar4 a flip, and in con..,

equence Colonel firch had no more vifits
from the Maroons, who now prepared to
fight to the laft map. rather than furrender.

ProviQus to employing the working
parties of negroes on opening the ground
for the cordon, Colonel Fitch judged it
right to advance fome pofis on the outlets
pr tracks by which the l\'laroons fuppliecl

. ~em-
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tbcmfelves with provifions from the adja..
cent courury. This was immediately done.
and, a~ the approach to Guthrie's defile
was incumbered with low trees, intermix<:d
with~ bathes and ftraggling. plantains in a

ruinous flate, he determ~ed to clear it.,
Some hun.dredsof flaves were .employed on

this work under prate(lion of the two
Bank companies of the Weftmoreland mi­

litia, which had remained at the old town
with Colonel Fitch. The Maroons fent •
party under a .captain called Charles Scbaw.

to lie in amhufh a,nd furpriie there cam..

,panies, in wbiah tbey were lflaIefsful; for,
coming upcn ,them UDeKpeB:ediy, they
forced them to retreat wifh a Iof8 of fix or
feven men killed, and fame wDJIP,ded, bOt
fides abou~ ten naves of the WOI~Qg party
maffacred, And here I cannot bl,lt repeat.
that nothing could be ~more ill founded
than the notion that the Maroons bad great
interetl with the naves. Perhaps on a few
of the plantati0~ near their fetdemellt,

where' they had for~d conncxWPlJ, th~y

might
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might have had influence as far as thore

connexions extended, but by the genera­

lity of the Ilaves they were hated; henc
the greateft reawners and alacrity (hown
by thore intrufted with arms againft them.
~any thoufands, with ,fimilar difpofitiom,
might have been employed, had it been
thought adyifable, but thore only were al.
Iowed to ferve whom their mafters' chofe

and vouched for. This mafI'acre did not

decreafe their averfion. Several other
lla:ves had been furprized and aain by the
Maroons, when alUng in no manDU a­
gainft them-a pndice for which John­
fon's party~ remarkable. Ofthe naves
that had joined the Maroons, the whole

number appeared to have come from a few

adjacent plantations and polink.; they did
not amount in the whole, men, women~

and children, to a hundred, and of thefe
many had been forced away. The am­
bufcade into which the flanking companies
of the Weftmoreland fell, was withia half

a~e of Colonel Fitch', quarten. Among

7 th~
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the killed was Lieutenant Tomlinfon of the. .
Light Infantry, whofe head was cut off,
and afterwards feen fufpended by the hair
to the bough of a tree. It was imagined .
that he owed his death to the lofs of his

f.peaacles, by which he milfed the route
taken by his comrades. Tomlinfon was
an active and worthy young man, ever'
ready to offer his fervices, and his death
'Was m~ch re$retted.

About a mile and a quarter to the fouth.
ward of Colonel Fitch's pofition, there was
an advanced poft, confifting of fome huts,
ftIrrounded by flight pallifadoes, occupied'
by thirty privates, two corporals, and
a fericant, under Captain Lee of the
83d, who, finding his fituation by no

means a fafe one, as it was commanded
by heights acceffible to the Maroons, in­
formed the commanding officer of the
danger of it. Paying immediate attention
to this information, Colonel Firch, on the
J 2th of September, about nine 0'~lock, {et

out

'.~'..
..
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out for Captain Lee's poft, attended by Co­
lonel Jackfo~ of the militia, Lieutenant

Brunt the Adjutant of the 83d, Captain.
BriLret, Mr. Vaughan, and feveral other
perfons. among whom were two Accom­
pong Maroon captains, whofe names were
.Reid and Badnage. It is to be obferved
that at this time the Accompongs had of-
fered to ferve againft the Trelawney Ma..
roons, and Colonel Walpole, who com­
manded in their diftrill:, had fent fome of
them to the feat of action. Previous to his

departure from the ~ld Town, Colonel
Firch fet his watch with Lieutenant Dixon'a
of the artillery, who a few d4lYs befon,
lsad arrived at Head ~arters, with a de­
tachment, two field-pieces, and a howitzer.
<kfiring him to fire one of the field-pieces
prccifc1y at twelve o'clock. This was to
~feerbin the exaCl: bearing of Lee's paft,
for which purpofe a compafs alfo was ufed;
;w.d I mention it to git'e fame idea of a
(:ountry, where, in fo {hart a diftance, the
windings and intricacies of'a track are fuch

3 as
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as to defy all certainty of its courfe or ter­

mination.

'ColondFitch, on his arrival at the poft.
being fati8fi~d with the rep'rekntation that

ha4 been made of it by Captain Lee, re..
quefted Mr. Vaughan to return to Head

~arl.'ers and defire the firing of me field­
piece to be delayed. exallly half an ham:
longer thall the hour filft fixed. In the
mean time adding to thofe who had accom..
panied him Captain Lee and fixteen of hi;
men t he moved forward with the double
inkntion of' advancing the poft, and of
eftabliLhing it in a'pofition lefs liable to-be

annoyed. As this party proceeded. the

mountains feemed to rife higher and higher,

and the valleys to !ink: a better fituation
~as fought in vain, none prefented itfelt

Marching on, however, they came to a
fpot, where the Accompong captains, ob.

{crYing fame recent traces of the Maroons.

f¥d it was ,better to advance no farther, a~

the rebels had juft been there, and could

nOt



{cending after the others, when a trerrteti..:
dou8 volley bf fmall arms, which made the

towering mountains, or rather immeafur"
able precipices ihat encldfed the fcene _of
atlion, refound with thundering reverbera­
tions, was poured upon the whole party b1
the Maroons, from an elevation within ten
paces of them. The foldie1'8 mechanically
difcharged their pieces at the fmoke made

by the volley, but to little purpofe; for a9

u[ual, the unfeen eD~my wetecQvered and
proteCled by trees and rocks. On the fire
of the Maroom, Briffet, wounde4, wu feeD

ftaggering to the right, and probably fell
dead among the bullies. Reid, the" Ac­
Gompong, gave a loud ihriek and fell;
Badnage, the other Accompong, fell dead
without. a ftruggle or Ii groan. Jackfot\
efcaped unhurt, and running back on
ground lower than the path, came up ,ta

Colonel Fitch, whom he found felted OD

an old fallen tree, his arm 'fupported by a
projeCliog ftump, and, hi8h~ .reffing ~
his huul. Hi$ blood waa ~i41iag. dOWQ

from
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ftom the ttiiddle bf his waiL1:toat, :md the
fhott red and brown ftriped lihen jacket
which he wore, fruck out' behind, appear­
ing as if a rib had been broken. There
could be no doubt that he was mor­
tally wounded. Jackfon, taking him by
the hand that hung motionlefs by his fide,
repeated his name to him. Cl It is Jackfon,
" your friend jackfon, look at me." Say..
itig tllis, he drew from his fide a {mall
dagget, and holding it up to Colonel Fitch,
affured him that he lhould not fall alive
into the hands of the rebels while he could
prevent it, declaring at the fame time that
he would die with him rather than leave
him. No one wh9 knew Jackfon could
doubt that he would have executed this
brave refolution, had th~ occafion required
it. Fitch knew him capable of it, and
turned his face with a benign look towards
him as if to fay fomething kind; but by
tbis time the Maroons had reloaded, and
the clicking of their guns as they were
cocked one after the other, giving notice
, VOl.. I. ~ of
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of their being ready to fire, Colonel Jack­
fon called out tQ the foldiers to lie down,

which being ·obeyed in. proper time, the, .

fecond volley did little mifchief. On hear-
ing the order, Colonel Fitch turned his head
towards the men, appearing to wifh to
fpeak, while Jackfon at the fame inftant
was endeavouring to pull him down under

cover. This he refifted and again turned,
feemingly to fpeak to Captain Lee or the
men; but remaining in the fituation 1 have
defcribed, he was too confpicuous a mark,
and Jackfon's efforts to remove him from
it were fucceeding when they were too
well aided by a fatal ball, which penetrated
Colonel Fitch's forehead juft above the right
eye, and he fell lifelefs.

Several of the party being killed, an~·

many w~unded, among whom were Cap-.
tain Lee and Adjutant Brunt, the former.
mortally, Colonel Jackfon thought it beft
to retreat as fpeedily as poffible; and with
the remainder of the party effeCted hia

S efcllfe•



efcape, returning, after meeting the rtien
left at Lee's poft, who had advanced on
hearing the firing; to Colonel Fitch's poLl;,
.where one of the wounded foldiers died

that night, and another the next morning:
Captain Lee [urvived a few days longer.
The lofs on this occafion was eight killed

Inll feven wounded. No man was ever
more lam'ented than the gallant and amiable

Colonel Fitch. ·In his perron he was tall
and graceful. The manly beauty of his
'face expreffing the liberality of his mind,
rendered his countenance extremely inte­
reftitig: and engaging. Eafy and affable in

his manners,' he was never happier than
when reiieving the wants of his foldiers, or

providing fome comfort for the younger offi., "

eers from'his own nores. It was his cunom
tolayin a frock of things for his men,whicn
:he occ"afionally dealt out in prefents or re.

w~rds. His facial difpofition enlivened
the tropic fummits that were the feat of the
Maroon campaign: his table was crowded
by his friends, and, by method in his efta..

<t.2 blHhment,
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bliihment, he threw around his hut a certaid
elegance that befpoke the gentleman. Hi'
.aivity in the field equalled his modefty in
company. He feU in the bloom of youth.
He was brave, benevolent, and of a be.
witching addrefs. He had talents, ami
energy to make them ufeful; he was ihere·
fore a great 10fs to his country: and hilt
private virtues endeared him to his frieniis t

(0 whom his death was a deep wound.

On the 22d of September the Houfe ot
AR"embly met, and the Lieutenant-Gover­
Dar, in his fpeech, told them, from docu'"
~en~s:* which he had ordered to be lai4
~efore them, he had rcafoa tb believe h,,{:,
tility had been long premeditated by the
l\1aroons; and at the inftigation of the
Convention of France j that the confpira~y

had been, fruftratcd before it had ripene4

into maturity; that the precipitate and in...
folent condu8: of the rebels had given him
the advantage of ailing. with celerity and

• Votes of the Alfcmbly.

vigour.

Dlgltl"d vGoogle



.igour j that the troops had fl:ormed aDd
carried their country; difpoffeffed them of
their towns, and driven them to faftnelTea

rugged and barren, where they.could only
fubfiftas a body of robberL

A few days after the meeting of the
Affembly, two French prifoners, La Fine
and Murenfon, fufped:ed of confpiracy.
were brougbt before the Houk. It feema
that there was not fufficient proof to con­
via them j for the, Affembly contented
themfeIves with requefting the Governor to
fend them off the ifland. Murenfon was
the perfon who bad made the declaration I
mentioned before·, every part of which he
now contradiCl:ed, declaring that he had
fabricated the whole from the dread of
being fent on board the prifon-£hip, fl:a.
tioned in the harbour. The AffeQlbly far­
ther requefied the Governor to fend all

• Letter 6th j aDd fee alfo AppcDdis, No. II.

French
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French perrons, except thore enrolled in
the militia as BritHh fubjeds, to that part of

St. Domingo in poffeffion of Great Britain,

or to Great Britain, and engaged to provide

for the ,expenee. They thanked tbe Lieu­
tenant-Governor for detaining the troopD in
the illand, and at the fame time reprefented
the danger that would attend their being

rent away. They voted his Honour twenty

pound, a-day fcr his table during martial

l",w ; .and granted 500 l. to reward the Ac­

compong Maroons for tbeir good condull,
Jnd p",rticularly to provide for the fami1i~$

of Badnage and Reid, who. had fallen with
Colonel Fitch.

As the king had authorized Sir Adarn
Williamfon during his adminifirarion, to

raiCe a corps of negroes for his Majeftya
{ervice in Jamaica, it was now again re­
~ommende~ in a letter from, the Duke of
Portland to'Lord Balcarres; but to this the

lIoufe did Qot think proper to agre.e: an
lA, hqwever, was paffed for raifing t~Q

~ompaIUe&
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companies of free people o( colour, and for
providing for the families of the killed and
difabled; and a proclamation was iffued,

offering a reward of 300 dollars to any per­
fon free or a nave for killing or taking a
TreIawney Maroon, and ISO dollars for
killing or taking any nave who joined the
Maroons. Tl1efe rewards were augmented

by the offers made by the different pari£hcs,

and amounted in the aggregate to upwards

of 900 dollars.

At this crifis th~ inhabitants of the. Wand,

in looking back, had to view the following
melancholy fiatcment of the war. In the
attack upon Captain Hamilton, there were
two killed and fix wounded: in Colonel
Sandford's engagement thirty-feven killed

and five wounded: the 'rNefimoreland mi­
litia, with their working party of naves, had
been ambufhed, feven of the foldiers killed
and five wounded, and t~n of the naves
killed: Captain Oldham, of the 62d regi-­

ment, had perifhed through fatigue: Of
Q...4 Colonel
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Colonel Fitch's party there were eigh.t killed
and [even wounded; two exprefs dragoons,
and a ferjeant of the 62d regiment killed ~

Brooks's houfe burnt and two men killed:
Schaw Caftle burnt: Bandon burnt: Shands
burnt: Stephens and Bernard's houfe bQrnt ,
Kenmure burnt, and twelve negroes car.,.

ried away. Darlifton Trafh-houfe burnt ~

Catadupa, Mocha, and Lapland burnt, and
two negroes carrled away: Lewis's bumt.

This was the progrefi of the lo{fes fuftained
by the troops and the country: on the other
fide, not a Maroon was known to have been
kiIled; the rebels had feen the troops aban~

don in a panic one of their towns, had (et
fire to both, and retired to their f~ftneffes.

The lofs of Colonel Fitch threw a gloom
over the whole ifland, and the frequent
difcomfitures which had rapidly fucceedeq
one another, fpread apprehenuona through
the colony that were not to be allayed by
the Governor's encouraging fpeech at d~o

opc:nin~ of the Alfembly.



( ~J3 )

LETTER VllL

• - 'l

O'lIIro/ W'alpole app,;"ted to thl ClJmmanJ.-Hu SJ1l~..
-His firft Optrotions.-Godly's PefI attacJ:td.-Liru.
tmtJ.t Richards mglifglt 0 Part, of the MarDDn/._
Fatal Error if his Strjtant.-Gtntra/ Walpole d!o­
iJifles POJfs to the E'Vlward and SouthwarJ.-Arrival
ff a Reinfrw-ctmmt. - Co/ontl SJ:i"n".. - StQrts anti
Coffie HQUftl at Nairnf' and the Works at AmilJ
Hall, burnt hy the Maroons.-The Maroons, diflodge4
from the GocJ:pit at Guthrit's, talt po.J1dfion ofanother.
Forced to rnrtal.-Cfal:e 0 Pifition on 0 Height.­
priwn from it.-Ej1al1ljfl their HlIJd-~.JlOrters i.
Ging". Town BottDm.-PefI at Guard Hiil.- JDhn.
fon's ABitlity, and arhitrary Difpojition. -Surpri/NI,
and comptlltd 10 fty.-A Pariy if BrD'Wn Mm fall ill.

'P';th the Margons.-Gallantry and Zeal of the Rtgi­
rntntl of Mi'ititJ in gtntral.-Ailion hdwttn Captain
Drummond and Johnfon.-State if the Pul1lic Mind.
-Council at Falmouth.-Petition of the Maroon Pri­
jo"".(.-(;,,,tral 4,,~id,for 0 er"mination ifth, War.

W llATEVER hopes the Houfe of Affem..

bly had conceived from the Lieutenant­
Gpvernor's fpeech at the opening of the

Seffions,



( 2,,4 )

Seffions, or however relieved from their

apprehenfion of a defcent upon the coaft'
by the brigands of St. Domin~o, and of
their plouing a revolution in the ifland in

concert with the Maroons, it is clear that
they were not altogether of opinion that
the gallantry of the troops, eminent as it
had been, had reduced the war againft the
rebels to a matter of li ttle moment: on the
contrary, the ferious light in which they
frill confiJered it, appears from the mea­

fures they adopted j immenfe rewards were

offered for taking,or killing a rebel Maroon,

and great encouragement given towards

fitting out parties. On the North fide of

the Wand, the frate of the war was viewed

in a frill lefs favourable light, particularly

by fuch of the inhabitants as were in actual

fervice againfr the Maroons.

It was about this time, that Major Sam

Grant, and the Maroons of Charles Town,
were ordered on duty to Kingfton, where

they made a 'fery 1hort fiay; for com-

. plainin~
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t>laining of their rations being ~nrufficient~

or not duly ferved, they decamped one
night, and fet out for Charles Town.
Whether their complaint were well or ill
grounded, this act of infolence and dif­
obedience was not to be juftified by it.
Had the complaint 'been preferred to the
Governor, it; would' no doubt ha~e ob.

tained redrefs. The circnmflance, how­

ever, gave the greateft 'alarm to the inha­
bitants.

On the death of Colonel Fitch, Colonel
Walpole was appointed Commander in
Chief of the force's,' with the rank of

Major-General. On the 15th at Septem..;
ber, immediately after he had received his

difpatches, he quitted Accompong Town

unattended~ and flew with inconceivable

rapidity through a very dangerous track
to the head-quarters at Tre1awney Town.
He found the troops very much dif.

pirited by the recent misfortunes, jaded

~nd fatigued to the greateft degree,: badly
,hunted,
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butted, aod ill accommodated. But un..
accuftomed to defpond himfelf, he in,.
ftantly bent all his powers to remove tho
caufcs of defpondence in others, and t"
remedy, in tae beft manner, the evils they
encountered. All enterprife was rendered
impraCUcable by the inceffant rains whicll
now daily poured down with increafing
violence j and General Walpole's conver'!'
fations with the people of the country
gave him but little hope of ftimulatiQIJ
them to exertions. Worfted repeatedly,
though fuftained by fuch a force, they
began to confider the conteft as endIefs and
unavailing j nor is their defpondence to bo
wondered at, when we recollell: the little
impreffion that had been made upon the
rebels, not one of whom was known to
have been killed, while they, on the other
hand, had fpread devaftation around thet
country, and had nain many fine fellows.

Und~r there circumftances, General Wal­
pole, reae~\iDg that tbe colony wpuld be

totally
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totally loft, iliould the troops no* undet
hila eommand be agaln defeated, thought
it his duty to run no riOt in making
an attack, not only unlefs the pr.obability
of fuccefs was clearly in his favour, bu~

alfo unlefs the refult of that fuccers wOllld

give a decifive turn to the operations of
the war. He had fully confidered the
nature of the country, and the talt:ics which
in "fo nOTeI and uncommon a fcene of
acHon, were bell adapted to a war, In car­

ryi'ng on which it was necetrary to form
a fyftematic plan. . Perpendicular moull~

tains, and rocks impending over narrow
glades, and defiles for -many miles round,
were the ' natural fortifications of the pl~ce,

prefenting barriers almoft. infunnount­
able: ~ery thing wa"S in favo~r 'or de..'
fenfive operations, every thing ditcourage<f
an aitault. To turti 'upon the tebels their:

own mode of warring, and to compel them
to engage on equal terms, was the judicioul
detennination of General Walpole. He
gradually eftablHhed pofts on a more ex"

3 tended
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tended fcale, to cover the neighbouriar
fettJements; which, had the plantation ne­

grocs been ilI-difpofed, would have alfo

anfwered the purpofe of keeping them in
awe; and inftead of attempting to pen
the Maroons in a cordon, (for he knew it

would have been juft as feafihle to pen
pigeons in a meadow,) he employed the
working negroes under cover of {hong
advanced parties, to clear the heights that

furrounded his camp, the approaches to the

Maroon, de61e, and all eminence near his

head-qu~t~rs~ which' almoll looked into
the interior of the cockpit.

While General Walpole was maturing

his plan, aq attack· ~as made on the poft
that~as. Le,e'a, now called Godly's·, but
Gommandedhy Captain White of the 83d
regim~nt. .One of the ~ut-fentries.declaring

that he faw, a Maroon pars him in the

• It was calIed Godly's, from Major Godly of the 83d,
having ropaired'it afler it \ViIi beat ill. fubfcquent to Lee',
death.

dark,
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dark, the men were turnl:;d OQt, and being'
formed into two parties, advanced from
the pofi: at day-dawn. The rebels no
where appearing, Major Godly, with Cap-_
tain White of the fame regiment, returned
to his hut to take fome coffee, and called.
to a negro boy to bring' it. As the boy
was coming, a volley. ~as .fired, and he,

was killed. The officers refolved not to
abandon the poft,. and with great bravery

hdd it till. a detachment was' fent to thei~

affiftance, on: the arrival of which the
Maroons'~~edoff. This poft, however,
was withdrawn about three weeks after *.

•
The working negroes continued cIearins-

the circumjacent ground, and, at the fame.
time Gen~ral Walpole exercifed fome of the
moil: aaiv~ of his troops in the taCtics he,

.. It was not paired for fix weeks from this time; for the
troops could not penetrate farther with rafety till the cud
.of November, when a party went to intl'r the rcmai~s ol
Colonel Fitch, and thore who fell with him. Only their
bones remained; et inter colta. Dud. repertum eft ipfiuI
cnnium. ., J

had
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had adoptedt which. in faa, were tho(~

of the Maroons improved, and in which

die foldier was to attend to the fcreening
df his perfon, at the place where he fired
and re-loaded, as much as to the defl:ruc"
tion of the enemy. When the land was
laid fufticiehtly open, General Walpole
detached lieutenant Richards with about
feventy of the 17th light dtagoons, to afcend
the eminence on the right of Guthrie'a
Defile, in order to afcertain whether a de-.
fcent into it that way wete pratl:icable ot
lIot. .A fmall fupport of a ferjeant and

.tea men were ordered to advance on the
left of the direCl approach to the defile,
"here the impOfftbility of penetrating was
well known j but in that direClion the mea
Iinfwered the purpofe of a feint, to draw
oft the attention of the Maroons; and were
ready, if nece{fary, to fupport the real
attack. The dragoons being fre!h., not
having marched above a mile, afcended
the hill with great alacrity, and were re·
ceived by the Maroons with great firmnefs,

and
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ana on each fide a rapid fire commenced.

The precipices prevented the foldiers from

advancing; but for fome time' a regular fire

was kept up both by them and their enemy~

from behind ~rees, rocks, and ftumps. By
this, hbwevert little or no mifchief was
done to either party; yet it {hewed ther

judgment of General Walpole in the mode
he had adopted, and convinced the rebels

.that their aLfailants knew how to take
advantage of the face of the country as
well as they. The fmall party on the left

feU into a fatal error•. Lieuten"nt Richards

being very inferior in number, and his

ammunition nearly expended, thought it

might be nece£I"ary to cover his retreat, and

.therefore fent to order up his fupport. As
the fmall party were croffing the track that
led to the defile, in order to join him,
a horn was blown within the cockpit.
Whether it was that the ferjeant who

commanded, imagined that Richards had

forced an entrance, or that he thought it'
the {borteft way to form the juntlion,

V 0 •• I. R certain

..
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certain it is that be wheeled· to the left,

.and took the road into the defile. The

cartridges of the men with Lieutenant

Richards being now almoft gone, a loud

call was given for the ferjeant, and a

reafon~b]e time allowed for his afcending
·the hill. Risnot appeacing~ gave rife to

an apprehenfwn of his having been de­

E:o)'ed into the defile by the found of the
horn, and if fo, of the inevitable ddl:ruc­

,ion of himfelf and his rotn. The event

.was foon announ;ced by a heavy fire; not

one of them Ti ved to return *.

The Maroons· now regardoo tl1eir poft

·as fecure from ail that c.ould be attempted

againft i-t; and fo it would have been

• Soa.e of the clrngnolll who had fired t1Ieir lail round,.
were: haftening to quarte:rs whe:n thi~ difcharge: took. place,
'and were: me:t by General Walpole, wh'J onlae:d the:m back.
again.-u Ple:afe your hollOur." yid onc er them, ., we
'have: not a cartridg..: le:ft."-" The:n. what. is ~t firing
I hear;" replied tite General.-" Why, your l:onour,'"
cried the foldicr, "the bop.firing their laft round", and the
Ue'9il-i·one: }'OU will get away'lyhile he has a ~rtfi4ge ~ftP

thought

Dlgltl"d vGoogle
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thought by men 9f ordinary talents: Ge­
neral \Valpole thought otherwife. His

plans were ripening, and time only could

perfetl: ,them; but whether negotiation
were to he reforted to, or war continued,

he wiihrd to keep his enemy as near him

as poffible. At a place called One-eye,

to the South-eaft, at the extremity of the

line of cockpits, he eftablilhed a poft, as

clofe to them as was convenient, and
another on HeClor's River, to the North­

eaft.' He obtained all the information of
the- country that the furveyors could give

him; and from the Accompong Maroons
he gained the minuter knowledge of prac­
ticable tracks and unfrequented fprings.
Full of confidence in his plans, he looked
forward to the end of the wet fearon for
the completion of them, contenting him­
felf to guard againft every difafter while
the continuance of the heaV'! rains impeded
enterprifes, and rendered the riik of failure•greater than the profpeCl of fuccefs.

R2 In
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In the beginning of OClober, Lord Bar..
carres thought it necefi"ary to augment the
forces under General \Valpole, and accord.
ingly fent him detachments of the 13th,

20th, and 49th, with the remainder of the
16th under Colonel Skinner, an officer

whofe know.n valour and conduGl: on for­

mer occafiona had raifed him fo highly in

the efteem and affellion of all who knew'

him, that nothing could have been more
welcome to the Commander in Chief, or
more animating to the trof;>ps, than his

arrival ~ not but that Genera.l Walpole had
with him officers of judgment and bravery,
particularly Major Brown, who certainly

was entitled to high praife; but the uni...

verfal dHmation in which Colonel Skin­
ncr ftoed, infpirited the men, and was.
to the General and officers an eame£\:'of

fuccefs.

The Maroons continued to make inroads

on the country; for, as I have already

obferved, it was impoffible to coop them

3 up
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up in limits: like the wild creatures of a
forell, they found iffues at every point.
01\ the 24th of OClober, a party of them
came out from their faftners, and burnt
the houfe and coffee-flores at Nairne and
other mountains -; and defcending upon

the fugar plantations, deftroyed Amity-Hall
Works, and forced away fome negroes from
an adjoining ellate.

The rainy feafon now abated, and Ge­
neral Walpole began his offenfive opera­
tions. Having gained an accurate know­
ledge of the country, he determined, in
the firft place, to cut off the Maroons
from all points of convenient rendezvous;
iJnd he particularly confidered, that if he
could deprive them of the refource ofwater,
be ·£hould fecure an advantage that muft
!end to a termination of the war. This,
therefore, was one or' his chief objeCls;

• The word moul/tain is applied to fettlemC:Jlt. on moun­
t.ins, which are generally of coffee and grouDd provifiom.
)4r. Such·a,oDc'l Illpuntain, a coffee mountaip, ~c:.

and



,
and from the fcaTcity of that neceffary of
life in the furrounding mountains in dry
weather, he had great hope' of accom­
pli£hing it. The polition now held by the
rebel&- [upplied water in abundance, there
being a fpring called Petit River bottom
in the cockpit to which Guthrie's Defile
led, and where they were encamped on a
fmall flat of [even acres. From fuch a

pofition it was abfolute1y neceffary to dif­
lodge them, and the General foon con­

vinced them that it was not, as they had­

flattered themfelves, impoffible. The hill

above his quarters being now cleared, he

ordered a howitzer to be mounted UpOrl

it, and fhells to be thrown into the cock­
pit, fedm which they were foon driven,
leaving it to their conqueror; who, upon:

their evacuating it, entered with his troops..

by the formidable defile. "Damn dat little

Buckra," faid' the Maroons on retiring, "he
cunning more dan dem toder. Dis here

da new fafhion for fight; him fire him big.
ball a~t01 you, and when big ball 'tep, de-

S damn
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damn funting fire a'ter .y-ou again. Comef
boys, make we go t.ake farer, and fee wha.

he will do den."-" Damn that little whit6r

man, he is more c\lnnini tban the others.

This is a new m'Ode of fighting: he fire&

a big ball among us, and when that feem~

to flop, the damn~d thing- of itfelf fires

again upon us. Come!, my boys, le~ us

be off, and fee when we are at a diltance

what he will do."

On leaving Guthrie's, the l\'1aroons took

poffeffion of an adjoining cOl:kpit, and rent

their women a[Jd children to a remote one

on a diffi:r~nt line. They had now got

upon {hang ground again, and they threw

up a kind of brea.ilwork of old frumps

and plaintain trees, which might have

been very eafily forced, had it not· been

for the fir~ they could have poured

in from above it. During the rem..lindcr

of the day they had a little reil, but next

morning a fupply of !hells h~inc; car~-ied

up, tl~y were. dillodged from their new

R 4 retreat,
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l'etreat,and they took to a frupendous height
t>n the left. Here, more accuftomed to
the {hells, which, owing to the diftanee
from which they were now thrown, fell at
random, they were lefs indmidated, and
endeavoured to maintain their pofition.
By the vigilance of Mr. Werge of the 17th
light dragoons, who, unperceived, followed
a woman that had come down for water,
and was returning. with her load, a path
was difcovered, through which the dra­
goons pufbed up, and were left maA:ers of
the height, the Maroons retreating down
a very fteep precipice, by Putty- Putty
Bottom, a fmall dell, where there was a
natural well of water in a deep cave, to

a place called Ginger-Town Bottom, to

the EaRward on the North range of cock­
pits, where very few Maroons had ever
penetrated before. In this they eA:ablifbed
their head-quarters, as ~t was convenient
for fupplying themfeIves with provifions
from the negro grounds on the TreIawney
~nountains, and for procuring water. ~e

qr..,
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circumfpea, but aClive operations of the
troops,now convinced the Maroons that they
would foon be compelled to move farther
flill, as they would be cut off from water.
"nlefs they could dillodge the troops from.
the polls they had taken: in confequence.
they made feveral attacks, in which they
were conftantly repulfed. The 17th light
qragoons eftablifhed themfelves on the hill.
which, as the advanced poft, was called.
Guard Hill, where convenient huts and
barracks were erected; and in their rear.
1he 62d under Colonel Hull, were as cam...
tQrtably efiabli£hed at Petit River bottom.

The body of the Maroons againft which
(hefe operations were carried on, con·
fiRed of their greateft force, and were
fiill called old Montague's, though com­
manded by Captain Charle& Schaw; but
the chief commander among theQl was
Johnfon, who was generally at the head
pf a force inferior in number to thore

with Schaw, but m9re aaive 4Lnd c;nter..
prifing.
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prifing. There were the men by whom

the greateft ravages had bee~ committed:

thefe, led by Johnfon, had burned the
kttlerrtents in Weftmoreland, and after­

wards l\1ocha, Catadupa, Lapland, Ginger

Hill, Gowdeys, and other places. Johnfon

furprifed a convoy of provifions guarded

by ten foldiers, going to the pofts efta..

blifhed at Mocha and Augufius, and cut'

off the heads of. the foldiers. He had no

particular fiation, but fhift~d from ground

tu ground, according to the enterprife he

meditatea. Though known to be at a

cert:t! n . place one dlY, he would the next

furprife another place at the difiance of

twenty mites. He was not encumbered

,,·ith women or children, and to his own

party he had attached about forty naves,

whom he had armed. Thef~ had caufe

to repent it; but having once joined they

coulJ not n.:traCl, and fuffered themfel yes

tU be perruadcd that when a peace took

place, they woulcf be included in the terms

as Maroons. SCHne <>f t'hem Johnfon flogged
for
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for not fighting, while he .made others
Captains, whom he again broke or flogged

if they deferved it. This treatment was·
general; nor did he fcruple to inBi8 the

fame punifhment on his own fonlt; and,.
Smith excepted, whofe vigour and valour
were equal to his own, he was a defpot

over his men; yet unde\' his difeipline they

fought better than the reft. On his fur­

render, he declared that he had ne\Ter been

furprifed, but when the naves were his

out-fentries; and that though feveral of
thefe had been killed, he never loft but

two Maroons. He was, however, furprifed
on the 8th of November, by a very feletl:
party fro~l vVeftmore1and, confifting chieBy
of people ,of colour under Mr. Willlams and
Ruffell, and nothing but his uncommon

valour faved him. Far from fcreening him­

felf during the engagement, he was loud

in giving his orders, and was violent in the
. abufe of \Villiams, whom he knew. Being

wounded with a ball, he immediately cut

it out with his knife)' and continued exerting

him-



( 25 1 )

kimfelf tl!) the utmoft to obtain the vill:ory;
but all his efforts proved fruitlefs, and after

a hard firuggle, he was obliged to quit the
field, which he managed to 00 with great

addrefs.

Several fkirmifhes took place, but no

affair that was attended with any important
refult. On the Trelawney fide, a party of.
brown people under Captain Stewart, a
militia officer, fell in with a body of Charlel
Schaw's men, and two or three rounds
were exchanged. Some of the brown

people fled, others hid themfelves. Th~

Maroons being far fuperior in number, it
was perhaps fortunate tbat their ignorance

of the fuperiority prevented a purfuit. They
called to know who commanded the party.
The officer very judieiouDy preferved fi­
Jence, for had he {poken, he wpuld have
been thot. The moment was awful, but his
prudence was rewarded; the Maroons left
the ground, and he had the honour of
(:arrying off his killed and wounded.·

On



( 253 )

On the fame fide of the country, fome
judicious enterprifes under Colonel Steven­
fon, tcnded to cramp the rebels in that

quarter; and Colonel Shawe, at the head
of the Kingfton troops, rendered fignal
fervices in fimilar excurfions. Indeed the
officers of the militia, and the men in
general, difplayed great gallantry and zeal

. in the fervice of the iJland.

In the beginning of December, it was

again the fate of J ohnfoD to experience

the efFetl:s of difcipline united with valour.

Captain Drummond of the J 6th, with feve­

ral companies of the regulars, and about

fifty' confidential black {hot, fell in with

him in the mountains near Chefterfield,

and a fmart aCtion enfued. In the early

part of it, Johnfon waR aClually diflodged
by the black fuot from the eminence on

which he was pofted, and thefe, well and

c10fely covered by the troops, were forcing

him from another pofition he had taken.

when detachments of the 13th light dra..
goons
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~oons and St. Elizabeth's militia fmm the

poR of .Chcfierfield, hearing the engage­

ment, haftcned to the {pot, and, deceived

by the thicknefs of the underwood and

the obfcurity occafioned by the {moke, un~

fortunately direCled their fire OIl the body

who were affailing the Maroons. Though

110 perfonai. mifchief was done, it had the

efI'etl: of difcontinuing the atl:ion at a

moment when it promifed a victorious

reCult. In the confullon caufed by the

miftake, Johnfon drew off his men, and

Captain Drummond was Obliged to be

fatisfied with the confcioufnefs of having

done his duty. The black iliot with him

had fuffered much, but their leader, Cud­

joe, gained great credit, and was after­

wards properly rewarded. Cudjoe and his

JIlen were under the command ,of CaptaiQ.

MacLean, who difiinguiilied himfelf in
the 1;11oft gaIla[)t IDaI)Oer, Jnd deferved eke
:w~r~cft gratitude of the country.

I have not thought it'neceff"ary to break

through the train~ of- military events, but
it
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it will now be proper to go back a litde,

and obferve the flate of the public mind.

When his recollected that a handful of
.untrained negroes had, for n€!ar five months,
defied the whole force of the ifland, and.

fome of the beft troops in his Majefty'-a.

fervice; that many valuable lives had beea

loft in the contdt, while fcarcelYa rebel

had fallen; that many parts of the country

had been laid wane; that the enemy who
were to be reduced fought differently from

every other enemy, could eafily evade their
afJailants, and remove by ways, unknown

and inacceffible to. the troops from one p~rt

of the ifland to the other; and that they

were the dcfcendants of a race of people

who had on a fimilar conten, and by fimi­
lar yvarfare, gained their objdts, it will not

appear furpriling that every man who had
a flake in the country, every inhabitant cif
the colony, fhould feel an alarm; and be
anxious for the termination of the war.
'The uncertainty of the ilfue, and the
gloomy countenance of the Wand, induced

the
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the Lieutenant-Governor to hold a COUbC11

at Falmouth. The meeting was large and
refpeClable, but a defpondency prevailed
in it far beyond what circumfiances jufti­
tied. It is true that the Maroons were
not fubdued or penned up, but affairs were"
aB:ually in a better train than at the opening
of the Affembly in the month ofSeptember,
when hope of a fpeedy reduB:ion of the
rCibe1s wa~ by many people admitted. At
that time, nothing was heard of but finifier
events, an~ a country fmoking around:
fince that, the advantages had been chiefly
on the fide of the troops; and though
viB:ory was feldom eafily obtained, the
Maroons had been taught to refped: their
foe, now aceufiomed tQ a mode of war
which had been improved againfi the in..
ftructors of it: yet fo difcouraged, fo nope­
lefs, were the perfons who compafed the
council, that they propofed to fend intO'
the woods fome of the Maroon chiefs who
had been confined in irons, as ambaffadol'
to peifuade tbe rebels to male ;eo(e.

General
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General Walpole, who had come down
from the mountains to attend the council,
and whore mind 'Was not fwayeol by the
apprehenfions which influenced the majority

of the members of it, declared to t~em

that he cO\lld entertain .no hope from a

negotiation which was to be conducted by
-ambaIradoTS who had been in fetters; re-
caned to their mitlds the iffue of the vifit
which, during Colonel Fitch's command,
had been made by Dunbar and Harvey
to the Maroons who furrendered on the
11th of Auguft; and., ftrongly urging his
fentiments againft the propofed fcheme to

the Governor and the Council, begged
them not to place the ifland at the mercy
of the rebels, by a folicitation that would
virtually ackAowledge them conquerors,
and fow the feeds of future wars, if not of
a fp~edy" genetal" infurre~ion. .He con­
curred in opinion that the war was not to
be "a war of extermination, yet forcibly
infiftad that peace fhould not be concluded

under advent clraurnttances and apparent
VOL. I. S impg..
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impotence, but granted after. advantages
obtained, as the diClate of mercy or juftico
combined with power; and he earneftly
befought them to give him time to mature
his plan, as the continuance of the campaign
for fome weeks longer could be attended
with no very great burden to the country,
and might eventually fave it. Thefe judi­
cious reflexions, convincing in themfelves,
w~re too ftrongly fiated to be refIned, th~

council unanimoufly concurred in them,
and General Walpole was fuffered to purfue
the fyftem he had planned.

At this time, the fmall body of Maroons
who furrendered at Vaughan's-fie1d on the;

,I ~ th of Augufi, petitioned to ava~l th,em,:"
,felves of tl;1e law of 1791, ~y whic~ their
people were ena,bJoo' to, relinq~i~ t~e £late
and coqdit~on of Maroq~s, anp fettle in
the couqtry ~s' free negroes. 1\ ~milar

petition had b~~q, made~y othe~.s who
bad been tak.en up, being chiefly people

'pf colo\!rl qef~ended frpm Mfu'oons. TlW
nrLt
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f\dl petition was not gra'nred': the latter i

was; the petitioners havin'g c0!1'm'itted no

aCts of rebellion or difobedienc~•.

All apprehenfioD of a 'canfpiracy' fub-;

fifting between tire Mardons'1.nd the French

was completely. rerpoved .;the declaration
of the Frenchprifoner, Murenfon, had

been done away by his fubfequent confef­
fion; and the moLl: diligent fearch for

emiLfaries from St. Domingo had proved

fruitlefs. Every alarm now centered in the

Maroon war: in the approaching dry
feafoo, imagination anticipated the view of

plantations reduced to afhes, and the hor­

rors ~f a general infurreCtion. MoLl: of the

inhabitants would have given half of their

• It waa prohably owing to fume confufed information
refpeaing thia petition, and the delire of the council for
peace, that Edwards ran into the miftake, •• that limilar
overtures had been made by the body of Maroons in arms;
that many wife 'and worthy men among the inhabitants
thought their terms ought to be accepted; and that Ge­
neral Walpole himfelf concurred in the fame fent;ment."­

$d'{IJards.
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fortunes to be relieved of their anxiety;

and all, except thofc on the field of aClion,
had been urgent and clamorous for peace
on almoft any terms, and were preParing

fot themfelvcs humiliation, difgrace,· and

danger, from which the firmnefs and ar­

dour of General WaJpole Caved the ifiand•

•
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A PP END I X .

..
No. I.

.An Aa to repeal an ACt, intituled, " An Aa
to repeal feveral Acts and CIaura of ACl:s
refpeCUng Slaves, and for the better Order
an4 Government of Slaves, and for other
Purpofes ;" and alfo to repeal the feveral
Aaa and ClauIea of Aas, which were re·
pealed by the Aa: intituled as aforefaid; and
for coDfolidating, aad bringing into ODe Aa,
the !everal Laws relating to Slaves, and for
giving them further ProteCtioa and Security;
for altering the Mode of Trial of S!aves
charged with capital Offence!; and for other
Purpofes.

[Sea- L PrnmWe. Law.aM claufc. of laws to be repcaJed.-II.....
_ prieton,lJc. to .ot!lad for evcry daY', and 10 allowhim to culciut,

It.-UI. SlaYee otbuwlfe proYided for_IV'. Owncnoblipd to pto­
Yide {or dilabled 1laYCI.-V~ S/aYn to be cIoth.t by dleir OWKr ClUCC:

a year-VI. Ownen tolnftn.& lavc. iD the: Cbriftlaa rdIpon.­
VII. Ownen to gin in an acc:oanc of proyUIOII.ground.-YJII.
Premium to daVD for Infurmlng on runaway•• &c.-IX. The kaJ.
ing or apprclJead4n, rebclliou. taftl rewarcled.-X. Pcr{OIII muti­
Jatinl davn fined IDd impriflmed. Matilatcd lLa!n, ID CJItaiII

53 _~
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QCrs declared (ret. Juftiet. 10 inquire inIII fu,1I mutilations, aod
profecule lhe offenders Ownen fued for eolls. .....XI. Juilices to
lB"ue their \lVarunts tll bring mUlilated naves before them.-XIJ·
Pmons wilfull1 kilUng IhYes 10 futrer d~atb._XIJ[. I'erfons cruel­
ly bealing navc:s, how punifha,:>le.-XIV. Arbitrary punifhment
"/\rained -XV. PuJling iron collars or olhl:l' chains on llaves,
prohi"iled.-XVI. Jullice. and vdlry to fupport difab~ed negro...
How fuch aaves are difpof"d oC.-xVlI. Owners mult not allow
their a.ve:l 10 travd w;lho;l: tickets under penally. ['coaltyon
MJI!etl of dUly -XVIII. Slaves allowed holiday.• -X IX. Slaves
allowed one day i" every {ortni~t.-XX Time allowed for
bRakfaa, &c.-"XI. Penalty for futr,riog unlawful acrrmhlies of
ft " ...-XXII. Civil or military officers 10 fllppreC. fucb alTemblie••
-xxln. OYerfem;i, 6:c. who folfer (ueh affrlhhlies, tu be Im­
prifoned. Provifo.-XXIV. Negro burials to' be in day'ti':1e.­
XXV. Imprifbnment for oCg1"oes fuffering a/T,mblies at llotir houJes.
-XXVI. ilaves nO( 10 I«cp nre.armli.-XXVJI. PunilbmeDC: on
lIav.. offering violence ro whites -XXVIII. Punifhmenl an naves
"amouri"g lhves.-XXDc' \Vho are deemed runaways.'"-XXX.
Rewud for fuurins runaway.. Pro"ifo;-~XXl. How runaway.
are to be difl'0Ced of.-XXXII. Time of tickets liluired.-XXXIII.
Account ef births aRd unhs mult be given in.~XXXIV. Overfeer
to pay if his ne~ea,-XXX V. ~rg,l(ml to she in an actount of

. ft,vea dying. Encouragement for incr,afe of aavel-XXXV/, FUr­

;llm eIlcwr.mtnt fhi' increaf,,'of' Ilaves.-XXXVII. Penalty on
lree negroe., kc. gran ling lickets 10 aaves.-XXXVIII. Whitea
Sfanting fueh tickets punifhable.-XXXrX•. XL & XLI. Keepers
of r:lols, le;. 'to ad\~rtire runaw~5, cktaln them until paid their
feCi, ~Ieil the char~ for mile-mOll" I &cc , allow them I'rovificms.
and not hire them O\lt.-XLH. Certain runawaYI, how I'able 10 b.
puni01ed.-XLIJI. Runaways abf~lIt fill mocthl. hciw.puniSlable.
XLIV. Slaves gu:Jty 01 Obeah, how punifhahle.-XLV. SlavetllK_
ternpting 10 poifen, to fuffer death.-XLVI. Slaves puni(hahle if
found in polfLffion of lar!:e qllanlitiel offr<fh meat -XLVII. Slavea
1lI!aUlI5 horned catlle how punilh,d-XLVIlI. Sla'fti "tiilly of
crime' bow triee -XLIX. Juror. to f<rve uader peaalty......L. Tb,"
juRi"el to form a courr.-W. How executions. art performed.
_1.11. Slav.. giving falCe evidence how punilhed.-LIIl. How fcC$
of ilave. rlifcl,argcd by proclacnatioa are paicl.-UV. CI,rk of Ih.
peace 10 recor,! ilave t,ials-LV. Five days notice of trial 10 be
~ivcn,-LVI. Slaves executed, or trallfpUlttd, 10 be valued -LVII.
Such valUalion to be paid by Reccinr-r;encral.-LV HI. SLaves
.tturning {rem tranCportalion fue'er death._LIX. Puni/hmeJlt tor

inferior



ll1fedor aimel,-LX. Ptovoft.1IIri1aI to den. rilna"YI to work';
bode ,keeper.-LXI. Runaways to be committed to. workhoufe.--,
LXII. Horfes, tee. belonging 10 Oaves, to be taken up and fold.­
LXIII. !'enalry for permitting flaves to keep horfes.""LXJV. Oalli
to be made that RavCl have DO propcrty.-LXV. Slaves not to pur..­
chaf' horfes, tee. -LXVI. ""nalty for concealing Oaves again/\
whom warrants arc ilTucd.-LXVIJ. Slaves OIlIempling to depart
this la.,.d, how punifhable.--LXVlJl. Penalty for Iffifting flaves
to go ott' the iOand.-LXIX: Penalty on ...hites for aidin,; llavea to ga
olf the ilIand.-LXX. Perfons fo olfending to be proceeded againtt.
....1.XXI. Overfeers nOI to leave cfbtttl on holiday..-LXX~J. S~ve5
not to bo mutilated -LXXIII. Punilhmenl on fuch as efcape from
the workhoufe.......LXXIV. Penalty for fulfering lInes to efcape......
.LX-XV. Slav.. not to hunt with lances, tec.--LXXVI. JuAic.s ta
do their duty in martial law.-LXXVII. Juron, lie. proteCled.­
LXX VI~1. How penaltiC6 1ha1l1¥ felOOvued and difpofed 0(,

\VHEREAS it is fot the public good, that all the
laws refpeCling the older and government of llaves.
{ho\lld be confoJidated and brought into one law, iJl
order to prevent confufion, and that jufticemar mott'
effeCll&ally be executed refpe£Hng fiaves; andW'hereall
it is found necc;ffary, for the purpofe of giving further
feeurity to fiaves, that the mode of trial of flave.
charged with capit..l, offences {hcitJld be altered; an'd
whereas, in order thereto, it is 'necelfolry that all
the herein after·mentioned laws, and claufes of laws,
ihouldbe repealed; viz: &c. &c. &c.. We, your
majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjects, the affeinbly of
thq yOUT majefty's ifland of jamaica, do moft humbly
befeech your majdly, that it may be enatled, Be it
therefore ena8ed, by the lietJtenant-g<ivernor, council;
and afi'embly of the faid ifland, and' it is hereby
enatled and ordained by the authority of the fame~

That, from and after the paRing of this aa, all and

S 4 ~vcry
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every the {aid herein before-mentioned Jaws. aRd clattfes
of Jaws, and every pan thereof. be and ftand annulled,
repealed, and made void, and arc hereby annulled,
repealed, and made void to all intents and purpOles
whatfoever; any thing in the f.lid laws, and claufe.

of bws. or in any other bw, contained to the un­
&rary, in anywire notwitbftauding.

11. And whereas nothing c:m contribute more to the
good order and governmt:nt of fhves than the humanity
of their ownl\'l"S, in providing for and fupplying them
with good and wholefome provifions, and proper and
fufficient clothing, and all fuch other things as may be
proper and necefiiuy for them, during tl~f:ir being in a.
ftate of aavery: For which end and purpofe be it further
enaCl:ed by the authority aforefolid. That, from and after
the pafJing of this aa, neey mafter, owner, or polfdfor,
of any plantation or plantations, pens, or other land~

w~tfocver,fu.all allot and appoint a fufficicnt qunlity
Qf land for every fiave he O1a1l have in polfdIioo upon,
or bc:looging to, fuch plantation or plaotations,.pen.~

or other Lmds, as and for the proper groood of eYCf1
fuch llave., and allow fuch aave fufficierit time to

wqrk the fame, in order to provide llim, her, or them­
{e!yes with fufficient provifions for his, her. or their
maintlenance: and aIfo, aU. f",ch mafters, owners, or
lJolfdfor& of plantationS) pCDlI, Ot' other lands, {hall

plant upon fucb plantations, pens, or otber land., ill
grouAd-proYwooa, at lea!!: one acre of land fQr every
I,. nc&l'Qcs· that he fuall he pqffeffi:d of on fuch

• III the former aa an acre of pl'Oviflon, WIlS .uo:ud to r«ry
f,., ncgn.es, ucluuyc a. abon, but ic was found an elllll'blraDt and
Ulinecetraryalluwallce, and the ah.r~tjon WI5 lIa{lc as it now /lands
-"?"rely that thclaw ~jlht be l(lwrud.

plant~-
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plantatiQtl, pen, or Other lands, oyer and abcwe the
w:gro-gsounds afOl'e.£aid; which landa O1all be kept up
in a plaottr.like condition, wuicr tJac penalty er fifty

f4*0ds.

Ill..And ~t it fl¥1INr ttIIlfltd~ tIN IlldhoriiJ ":foreflJid,
7;lJot IWT1fll&b ""'.fllr, rUltur, fir PDiftffor, (If" his or_
""fi" 0,. (hUf ttJIIIUI6W, Jb"" 1nft1lDlfJ inf}18 i1JtJ1 n. .
&tJtI4jtifm iffiieII nrgro.grallNN ,nc~ ill I'fJtr1 month • tIN
J.-.J), ill QI'd« tp J. thal IhlJa. fir, cultifMttJ1IIIti.
up iM • pr.. tIIII"lItr, of'fllhidJ tIIdbj/NJJ ., ..u; tU i.
this QR iJ h".~".fttr di"fJtd. And whereaa it ma,
happen, that in maD, plantations, pens, t'ettlc~
and towns in. this iGand, dtere may DOt be lan.ds
plopcr b the purpoCca aEoreCaid; thCfJ, aBll ia that
cafc, tbe: niaftc:.rs, owneR, 01' pofi"ciOn, do, by fome
other ...,s and mcalll, pukc good and aDIpic pro­
vi¥on for all web Ia"CI at tbey ~l be poi"dCcl of,
equal to t,}I.e ,aloe of two (biUiaga and fix-pace e-r.
I.:nc, per week. for ~ach iavt,. in ordc. that thcYIlUJ
be propcdy fupported and maiDlaioed, uDder cbe pe.
.-1.1 of ifty pounds.

IV. Ana be. it fUltber qJaded by the autborit,
uorefaid, That nD ma{lu, owner, Of po6i!fflH' of an,
~ve or Bnes, whether in his or her own right, or as
attorney, 81ludian, tru{lee, exeeutor, 01' otherwiCe.
OWl dikud or tura away any fuch flave or aans
on 1ICC0unt of or by reafon of fuch flave 01' fines heing
I1mde1'ed iGCapablc of labo1Sr or fervic:e to euch mafter,
owner, or po1fdfof, by means of Gclmefs, age, ~
infitlflity; bllt enry fm:h m~. owner, or polfeBbr,

u
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a.llfe~faid, fhaIl be, aDd he is herehy obliged, to keqt
all fuchllave or fiue1I upon his, her, or their ~ro­

perries, and to find a~d provide them with wholefome
neceffaries of life, and not fuffer fuch fiave or fi:R'es
as aforefaid to be in want thereof; or to wander about,
or become burthen(ome to others fot Cull.enancc, under
the penalty of ten pounds for every fuch offence, t6

• 1M recovered in a fummary manner, before anyone
jun~ of' the. peace in this iflznd;· who is hereby
authorized, empowered, and required, tocaufe fuch
niall.er, owner, or pPfi"eft"OT"his, her, or their attorney
or agent, and fuch other perfona as he than judge
aeeetrary, to be fummoned before him, t~-eflable him
to judge and determine of the propriety of fuch infor­
mation, and. whether fuch maftCl', owner, or pofl'dfor,
ought to incur the faid penalty; and in the' mean
time, and until fucb trial can ,be had, the f.id jull.ice
of the peac:e, on his own .iew, or upo'n 'tile irtfotma.
lion of any white perfon, upon oatb, is hereby em­
powered and, required, to tace up fueh wandering.
lick, aged, or in6rm flave or fincs, and to lodge him.
her, or them, in the neareR: workhoufe, tbc!re to be
dothed and fed, but not worked, at the expence of
the mailer, owner, or poffcffor, unt,ii fltCh trial a.
afor~faid can be had; and if it {hall appear to the raid
juR:icc:, onfuchtrial, that the party or p-niea fo corn:'
ptained of is or are guilty of the faid offence, and {hall
.cfufc to pay the raid ten pounds. and the feel to fucb
warkhoufe for the maintenance of fuch fiave or fiaves,
~~her, with the charges of the convid:ion, the raid
jl&ftice is hereby required and empowered, under the
pcuilty of twenty pounds, forthwith) by warraut unde.

. his



his hand and feal, directed to the conftable, to commit
{uch offender or offenders to the common gaol of the
county or parifh where the offence {hall be committed,
there to remain until he or {he thall pay the {aid rum
of ten pounds, and charges as afotefaid; one moiety
of which faid fine {hall be paid to the informer, and
the other moiety /hall be paid into the hands of tbe
churchwardens of fuch parifh, for the poot of faid
parith; any law, cull:om, or ufage to the contrary not.
~ithnanding.

v. And for the better encoungement of flaves to

do their duty to their manc:rs, owners, or poffdfors,
be it further enaCkd by the authority aforefaid, That
every mafter, owner, or poil"efTor of flaves, thall, once
in every year, provide and give to each flave they than
be· pofi'elfc:d of proper and fufficient clothing, to be
approved of by the jull:ices and veRry of the parifh
where filch maner, owner, or pofTefTor of fuch aaves
re6des, under the penalty of fifty pound,.

VI. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That all maRers and miRreffes, ownel$, or,
in their abfence, overfeers of Raves, O1a1l, as much a$

in them lies, endeavour the inftruelion of their naves
in the principles of the Chriftian religion, whereby to
facilitate their converfion, and fuall do then- utmoft
endeavou1'S to fit them for baptifm, and as foon 2S

conveniently they can, caufe to be baptifed all fU'Ch as
they can make fenlihlc of a Deity, and the Chrillian
faith. ..

. VII. And

u

o
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VII. And be it further enatled by the authority
afon:faid, That every maLler, owner, proprietor, or
poJrdlOr of {laYes, his or her ovc:rfeer or chief m3nager~
at their giving in an account of their 1bves and llock
to the jullice. and veRry, on the twenty-eight day of
December in eyery year, filall, under the penalty of

nety pounds for every neglea, alfo give in, on oatb.
an account of the quantity of land in ground-poovi­
{ionl, oyer and aboye the: negro-growlds, upon fuc11
plantation, pen, or other fettlement, where there are
lands proper for the cultivation of fueh proviGons; and,
where there are not 1alld3 proper for fuch purpofC8, then
an account, on oath, of the provifioll made on fuca
plantation, pen, or other fettlc:ment, or means adopted
for the maintenance of the flaves thereon; and fhall

alfo, at the fame time, and under the like penalty,
giye in an account, on oatb, of the n:lture and qual}.
tity of the clothing &aually ferved to each l1ave on
fucb plantation, pen, or other {ettlement, for the ap­
probation of the juftlces and veftry as aforefaid i and

JhaU, /ihijt, at the jt'"u time declare, on oath, that he
httth infpt8rd the nrgr'-gr()Undr (where Juch graundr lire
tUJotteJ). ofJuch p/antIltMJn, pin, qr jtttJemmt, according
ID to, JiuBions of thir filii.

VUI. And, in order to encourage l1aves for every
pxl and worthy an that they {hall do, be it further
cllaaecl by the authority aforefaid, That every l1ave or
Ones that (lull take up any runaway Gave, or inform
againft any perfon who {hall have or conceal a.1
runaway l1ave or l1aves, fo that fuch runaway lIave or
flolV'CS may be takca and reftor~ t~ h~ owner 01

owncL\..



oW1let's; nery fach nave or ll:iwes, .ro infonning. nun
be entitled to (uch reward as any juftice {hall in"reafon
and jnnice think juft and reafonable, and be paid by fach
,enon or perfons as fuch juflice fhall determine ought

ro pay the fame, Dot exceeding twenty fhillings.

IX. And be it further enatUd by the authority
aforefaid, That if any One or naves {hall kill or take:
aoJ' Oave or flavtll in .£lual rebellion. he or they {hall

receiYe from the churchwardens of ,he refpcaiw
parilbes where fach fiue or Ilaves ihall have bec:o.
killed, the furn of three pou~s, and the Cu~ of five
pounds if taken alive, and l\ blue cloth coat, with a
red crofs on the right ilioulder, to be paid by the
churc:hw2rdens of the rcfpeaiYe pariihes where fuch.
Ca,e or (Jayes (h:lll have been killed or taken; the
nole expcnce whereof {han be reimburfed bf the
receiver-general for the time being, out of anJ mooica
in hia hauda una,proptiated.

X. And, in order to prevent ally perron (rom muti.
lating or difmembering any nave or fiaves, be it furthet'
eDalled by the authority aforefaid. That if any mafter.
"miftrers, owner, Foffdfor. or other perrOD whatfoever,
O1all. at bis, hu. or their, own will and plearur~

or by his, her, or their, direllion, or with his, her,
or their, knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confent,
mutilate or difmember auy {lave or fiav~s, he, {be, oi­
tJaey, fhall be liable fa be indiaed {o,r each offence iD
the fuprcme court of judicature. or in aoy of the
alIiae courts of this in~; and, upon conviClion,
OIall be punHbcd by 6ne, oot exceeding one bundred

fOUG'l" and impriCon~cot.' not exceeding twelve
14 months,

"
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months, for each and every nave (0 mutilated or dit­
membered, and fuch puni(hmcot is declared to be
without prejudice to any allion that could or migbt
be brought at common law, for recovery of damagea:
for or on account of the fame: And, in very atrocioua
cafes, where the owner of fuch flave or flaves {hall be
convitled of fuch Qffence, the court before whom
luch off"c:nder thall have been tried and convitled, are
Itcreby empowered, in cafe they thall think it necelfary,
fOf' the future proteCl.ion of fuch Gave or naves, tD
eJeclare him, her, or them, free, and difcharged from
.n mannrr of fcrvitude, to all intents and purllofes
whatfoever I And, in all fuch cafes, the court arc
bereby empowered and authorifed, if to them itfuall,
appear neceff.try, to order and direct the (aid fiDe of
onc h1andred pounds to be paid to the juftices aDd
veftT]' of the pariili to which the faid Oave or flavCl

belonged, ,to the ufe of the {aid parifh, the (aid jufticc:.

and veftry, in conlideration thereof, paying to luch of
the [aid nave or {]aves, fo made free, the rum of ten
pounds pc:r annum, for his, her, or their. maintenance

, r
and fupport Juring life i and in cafe any Ilave or Have.
111Jll fufft:r any before-defcribcd mutilations, fueh fJave
or naves, on his, her, or their, application to any
lullice ot tl1e peace, the fai,i jufilce of the pt;ace thali
be. and ~s"hereby, diretled, uquired, and empowered,
'on vh:w, and certain conviClioll of the fatt, to {end
fuch nl\"e or naves to the neareft workhoufe where
Cuch of}~llce than he committed, and fuch One or
'aves !hall be ,here fafety kept, and carefully attended.
';It the ex pence of (ach pari1h, until fueh time as there
may be a legal meeting of the juftices and veftry, of

fuc~

I I



filch parUh; which juftices an4 veftry, fo met, arc
hereby crrated and appointed a council of prote8ion
of fuch nave or l1aves: And the faid juftices anll
veftry, fo met, arc hereby direCted and c:mpowered,
~ make further and full enquiry, upon view, into
the commitment of the mutilation of fuch l1ave 01'

javes; and, if to them it lball appear proper, the faiel
jutlit::es an4 vdiry are hereby empowered and requiJed •
to profe<:utc to eWet\ {uch owner or owners; the c:x­
pence of which profecution lb~lI be paid by the pariRt.
wh~re f"ch offence {hall be committed: And in cafe
the owner or owners of fuch aave or llaves {hall ap­
pear capable of paying the coils and charges of fuch
befort-mentioned proCecutioll, tbe faid juftices and.
ycfi:ry are hereby empowered to commence Cuit or
fuits againft fuch owner or ownen of Cuch llave 01'

flaves, and recover "11.coft8 and charges out of p.....
by them laid out and expended- in {uch (uit or fuits:
And tbekeepes: or fupervifor of the workboufe where
fuch mutilated 11.ve or fiavel {hall have been firft corn­
mited, is hereby direCled and required, upon due
potic~ of the firft meeting of the juftites and ,teftry
Qf ~h~ parifb :where the offeuce ·was ooqlmittccJ, to
produce [uch Q1utiJatcdjlaYe Ol: 111lvesf' for UJe iDfpec.­
tion and diretlion of [uch juftices and Vtftry, under
~ p~lty of twenty pounds for eyer'i lieg.feCl, in
Jlot pl'Oduc",gbcfprc (ncb juftlces'and v.tUY filch nave
or {lafts. . ,,' i :;,.' l' '; . r:,.

:U_ ·f .. ! '. '

. Xl. And bt it .furtb~ enaAed by,; tha: authority

.,.r()fCf~id, That ;in c,fe any jumceof tbepeacc lball
receive. aA1 complaint fJt'. proHJ/t inttl/igttiufrDtfJ pn,

IS jJQ'IJ'
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jIIlW " fJtmfJlift, that any nave or Daves is or are fo
mutilated, fJr is fJr tm ~n.fitmiwithDlIt jujicitnt jUptxJt"I.
it fh21J and may be lawful for i'uch juftice of the
peace, and he is hereby empowered and required.
f'orth_ith ro ifflle hi's warrant to any cORftable, order.

~ him i~mediately to proceed to the place where
Ibch Gave or 1hves, fo mutilated, are confined, -and._b flue or fJaves to r«11Ift anti bring before fnch

juilice, 'WI», In wt'W If rh, fuEl; ;s !Jm~ allthDrijJ
..JIIIll fIlCh Jlaw IWflllWI to the wwltbauft fiw p,.«~;o",

IItNi .ho ;/ tIH,., t~ 1H lupt, ~ut not i, IN 'WOri,d, 'mtil
t1IfJUiryjb.s/J IH math into thl faEl arrorJiflg t~ uw.

XII. And be it further enall:ed by the atlthority

-2foreCaid, That if any perfon heteafter tbaU wanton"',

willingly, or bloody·mindedly, kill, or caufe to be
¥Ded, any negro or othu flave, filch perfon fo 08end­
jog, {haU, on conyiaion, be admitted guilty of felooy,

1rithout bene6t of clergy, and fhatl {uirer death IIC­

ceiWingly for the faid oB"ence: Pro'rided always, That
f1lCh coDviClion fhall not extend to the corrupting the
blood, or the forfeiture of lands or teneme-ots, good.
or daanels; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the COb..

trary thereof, in RDywi{e not1rithftaotling.

XIII. And be it funhcr eo.aaed by the a1lthority
.rorefaid. Tbat from ,net after the paffing of thj, aa,
any perfon or perroos that {hall wantonly Qr cnieU,

""hip, fIlO/trl.', beat, bruife, wound, or lhaU imprifon
or keep iD toNincmenr, 9ithOal (ukicnt fupport~

any t1a.e Jlr na.es, (hall be fab;eC.l: to be indilbd (ot'

the fame iD the fuprc:me c:wtt of J-4icarure, or ia
either
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tither of the courts of affize, or courts of quarter.
feffions in this illand; and, upon being thereof legally
conviaed, he, {he, or they, {hall fuffer fuch punilliment,
by fine or imprifonment, or Doth, as the judges or juf­
tices of fuch courts fhall think proper to inflia; any
law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in anywife
notwithftanding: And fuch punillimeot is hereby
declared to be without prejudice to any aaion at
common law that could or might be brought for the
recovery of damages for and on account of the fame,
in cafe fuch fiave or fiaves fhall not be the property of
the offender.

XIV. And, in order to reftraio arbitrary punifit­
meots, be it further enaCled by the authority aforefaid,
That 00 llave on any plantation or fettlemeot, or in
any of the workhoufes ,IOr gaols in this illand, fhail
receive more th"n ten lallies at one time and for onc
offence, unlefs the owner, attorney, guardian, exe­
clItor, or adminiftrator, or overfeer, of fuch plantation

or fettlement, h~ving fuch flue in his care, or fuper­
vifor of {uch workhoufe, or keeper of fuch gaol, lliall
be prcfent; and that no fuch owner, attorney, guardian,
executor, adininiftrator, or overfeer, fupervifor, or gaol­
keeper, fhall, on any account, punifit a fiave with morc
than thirty-nine lafites at one time, and for one offence,
nor inj/iE1, or fuffer to he in.fli8ed, fuch l'!ft-mentioned
punf/hment, nor any other numher of l'!/her, in the fame
Jay, nor until the delinquent hal ret:rJ'lJeredfrom the tJ/t.E11 Dj'
any former puni}hmmt, under the penalty of ten pounds •

•

. VOL. I.
• In the former aa 5 I.
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for cyery offence, to be recovered apinR the perroll
direCling or permitting fIlCh punHhment.

XV. -And whereas a ",ifthi~w praBice hath frmu­

timu prroailed of punfJhing ill-dif~ftd jJa'fJt/, a"dfilch as

are apt to ahJCf)nd from their owners, hy.fixing or ca'tftng
to he fixed nmnd the necks of fuch jlaws, an iron collar
'With projeBing hars or hooks to pre'fJtnt the future JrfmifJ1l

offuch jJaws; he it further maEled h, th, autho,.ity eifort­

joid, fiat /uch praElice it hereby declared to he utlerly
unlawful, and that I/fJ per/rm}ball, on any pramce what­

foewr, ""d". the penalt, offifty pountU, puniJh an, negro

tw other jla'fJe, whether hi,f fJ'Wn propert, or otherwift, '"
fixing, or ctJl!fing to he fixed, a", iron or other collar

nund th, neck of /lICh jJa'fJe, or 6, loading the hod, or

JiI1lW offuch jJaw,for an, ~fI&e whm/OI'fJer, with chains,

iroN, ". weights, of an, iiu, other than /lICh as /w'

_/JIIt," ,,«.;0,., for ftcuring the per/rm of/lICh j/Dw;
tUUJ all and IWrJ tlH j".flim of thI peace, within this
yJanJ, are her,by authoriftd, du-tBed, and requi,.ed, utUkr
tiN pe"alty ofone hundredpounds, on "!formation and 'fJiftu

if /lIch ojJt1Ict, to orde,. /uch colla,., chaiN, i,.fJnJ, tw.

W1ights, to ht immediately takm offfrfJm thejla'fJe or jlaWI
weari"g or bearing the famt.

XVI. And whereas, from the deceafe and removal
of relideIice of many proprietors of fiaves, and other
circumftances, and from the manumiffion of negro,
mulatto, and other flaves, without any fuitable provi­
ion being made: for their future maintenance, many
unbappy objea., afHiCled with contagious diftempers,
or difabled from labour by 6ckncfs, old age, and other-

wife.



·iC~, and having no owners, prove dangeioui, at be­
come a burthen and nuifanc:e to the Cevera! towns and
parilhes of this it1an~: for remedy whereof, be it
further enatled by the authorityaforeCaid, That the
juftim and veftrymcn of the f~vera! towns and parifi1e.
iD this illaod be empowered, aDd they are hereby
cmp~wered, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants of the
faid feveral towns and parilhes, in the fame manner at
the parochial taxes are ufually laid, for the purpofc
of railing fuch a fum as they.Lhall judge fufficient to
provide for the mainteDance, clothing, medical care,
and attendance, in tbe wor~oufes or other convenient
places of the faid CeYual towns aDd parilhes of this
iaand, of fuch negro, mulatto, or other aaves, or other
unhappy objeCb as aforefaid: And the magiftratea
r~Cpeaively of fuch town and pariLh are bereby em­
powered and required, upon application being made.
to them, or either of them, to order all fuch objeCla
.. aforefaid to be removed and' conveyed to the re-­
fpcClive workhoufes .of eacb pariib where (if a 1lave)
dM: former proprietor or proprietors, owner or owners,
of fuch flaw: lived or re6ded; or, if a perfon of colour
made free, where the perfon or perfODl who manu­_eel or {et frcc fuch perfon of colour relided before
hi• .lc:ccafe, there to be lodged and taken care of a,
aforeIaid: And the magiftratCl and veftries of the
{cyaaJ. towns and parifhes, a. aforef,id, are berebr
empowered and required to make from time to tim~

all Cuch humane and falutary regulatiorls, for tbo
,urpofcs aEorefaid, .. to them iball appear neccifal'J
ad expedient.

Ta . XVII. ADd
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XVII. And whereas it is abfolutdy neceft"ary, that
the Daves in this ifiand fhould be kept in due obedience
to their owners, and in dUe> fubordinatioll to the
white people in general, and, as much as in the
power of the Ic:gil1ature, all means and opportunitiea
of llaves committing rebellious confpiracies, aDd other
crimes, to the ruin and ddhnClion of the white
people, and others in this ifland, prevented, and that
proper puniihments {hould be appointed for all crimes
to be by them committed; be it further enaCled by
the authority aforefaid, That no flave,!uch only txuptttl
as art going ifu;th firtwaod, graft, fruit, prrNifiDlU, (Jf"

Jmall fiue! and o/her gootU, which they may laorifull1 fill,
to marl.tt, and rtturning thtrif'rom, {hall hereafter be
{uffered or permitted to go out of his or her mafter
or owner'. plantation or fettlement, or to travel from
one town or place to another, urtlcfs fnch l1ne ihaU
have a ticket from. his mall:er, owner, employer or
oveffeer, exprtffing particularly the time of fuch aave'.
{etting out, and where he or {he is goin~, and the
time limited for his o~ Iler return, under a penalty
not exceeding forty {bi1lings for every flave fo ofFend­
ing, to be r~oyered from the mafter, owner, em.­
ployer, or overiecr,'in afummary manner.. before anJ
onc juftice of the peace, by warr.mt-of di{hef6, 'c0m­

plaint being made to him upon .oat~, unlefa the
ma9:er, .owner, emplo,er, or ov~rfeer, of fach Onc
than prove, upon oath, before any juL\ice of the: peace
of the pariO! or precinCl where fuch mafter, owner.

~ .•. ,cmp,!oYft, or overfeer,may or ihaUlive, or happen to

be, that he did give the faid fiave euch ticket aa
a£,;lrcfaldJ or that fuch flave went away witliout his

c:onfent j
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confcnt; and if fuch juftice Qlall rd'uCe or negleQ
, his duty, either in caufing the penalty to be fonhwith

levied, on complaint being made to him as aforefaid,
on the owner, overfcer, or any other perfon, who
O1all fuffer a lIne, being under his or their direClion,
to go wi.thout a ticket as aforefaid. every judice fo
offending {hall forfeit the fum of five pounds; any law,
cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding·~

:XViiI. And be it further enaCl:ed by the authority
aforefaid, That for the future, all f!aves in this ifland
(baU be allowed the ufll31 number of holidays that
were allowed at the ufual feafons of Chriftmas, Eafter,
and Whitfuntide: Provided, That, at every fuch re­
fpc:aive feafon, no two holidays (hall be allowed to
follow or fucceed immediately one after the other,
except at Chriftmu, when they lhall be allowed
Chriftmas-day, and alfo th.e day immediately fucceed­
jng; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary not­
withftanding: And if any maner, owner. guardian,
or attorney. of any plaut~tion or fettlcment. or the
overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, {hall, pre­
fume, at the feafons aforefaid, to allow any holil,ys
to any llave belonging to any fuch plantation or fet­
tlement, other than as direCled by this aCl: to be given,
every perfon fo offending, {hall forfeit the' fum offive
pounds.

XIX. And whereas it bath been ufual and cuftom­
ar, with the planters in this ifland, to allow their

• In tbe ,rormer la it was lIra provided that"be /bye hirnlelr.!bini
....iPgut I tlClret. lhea1cl k. pllGi'bed. 'Which ia now OIIlincd. .

llal'c,
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'aYes one day iD eyery fortnight to cultivate their owft
pro.won-grollDda (esclufive of Sundays). except during
the time of trap; but the fame not being compulfory,
be it therefore enaCled by the authority aforefaid.
That the 1Ia.es beloltging to. or employed OD. e"fery
plantation or fettlement, ihall. over and. above the
holidays herein before-mentioned, be allowed one day
in every fortnight, to cultivate their own provifion­
grounds, exclufive of Sundays, except during the time:
of crop. under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be re­
covered againft the overfccr pr other perfon having
th~ qr~ of fuch Haves!

xx. And be it further enatled by the authori'J
aford'aid, That t:very field-Have OD (ach plantation or
fetdement fbal1, op work day~ Pe alloyed. according

. tit cuftoJu, baJi an hour for bq:akfaft, and two hour.
for dip~; ~ that no flavcs {hall ~ compelled to

any man~ of field-work upon the plantation before .

the hour of five in the morning, or after ,he hour
of feveD at night, except during the time bf crop.
llnder the penalty of fifty pounds. to be recovered
againft: the overfeer or other perfon having the care of
luth flaves.

XXI. And be it further malled b, the authority
aforefaid. Tha.t if any malier, owner. guardian, or
attorney. of any plantation or Ccttlement, {hall here­
after CufFer any lirange Have.. exceeding twelve iq
number. to alfemble together and beat their military
dqm., or Dl0. their horn. or ~dls, upon ~nl

rlaQtation, p~, or fettlemeat, or in.y larcl or~
.pdt:f
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uDder his, her, or their, care 01' management, 01'

Olall not endeavour to diCperfe or preYent the fame;
by immediately giving notice thereof to the next
mllliftrate or commiffioned officer, that a proper force
may be fent to diCperfe the Caid fines J every {uch
mafter, owner, guardian, or attorney, {hall, for every
lllCh ofFence, upon con.,iCl:ion thereof, upon an in­
ditlment in the fapreme court of judicature, or court.
of affip,e, pay a fine of fifty pounds to his majcfty.
hi, heirs and fucceff'ors, for and towards the fapport
of the go.,emment of this ifland, and the contingent
charges thereof: Provided neverthelefs, That infor­
mation of fuch ofFence {hall be made, _pon oath,
before any of his majefty's juftices of the peace,
within the fpace of five days after the commiflion of
luch oI"ence.

XXIL And be it f.rther ena8ed by the authority
aforefaicl, That all officers, ci1'il and military, ihall be,
and are hereby empowtted and required, to coter into
any plantation, {etttement, or other place, to difpetfe
an {nch ·unlawful as"emblies, and to fuppreCs anc!
,rnent all unlawful drummings or other noife, aa
before-mentioned; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the
ccmtruy notwithftanding.

XXIII. And whereas it has been found by experi.
ence, that rebellions have been often concerted at
negro dances, and nightly meetings of the fines of
difFerent plantations, when fuch fia.,es are generally
mtoJ:icated; and as it has been found alfo, that thore
meetings tend much to injure the health. of ncgroca •

T4 be
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be it therefore euaaed by the authority aforefaid,
That if any ovafeer, or, in his abfence, any book-,
keeper, or other white perfon, having the care and
mauagement of any plantation or fettlement, {hall
{offcr any naves to afi"cmble together, and beat their
JRilitary drums, or blow their horns or lhel1s, every
fuch overfeer, book.keeper, or other white perfon fo
offending, {hall, for "cry {uch offence, upon convi,c­
lion thereof, upon an indid:ment in the fupremc
court of judicature, or before the jufticcs of thc affize,
{uft"er 6x months' imprifonmcnt without bail ,or main­
prize: Provided information is madc, upon oath as
aforcfaid, before one of his majcfty's juftices of the
peace, within fivc days after the commiffion of fuch
offence: ,And provided always nevcnhdefs, that no­
thing herein containcd fhall be conftrued to prevent
any mafter, owncr, or proprietor, of any plantation
or Cettlement, or the o"erfeer thereof, from granting
libeny to thc' flans of fuch plantation or fettlemcnt
only, for alfcmbling togethcr upon fuch plantation or
{cttlcmcnt, and playing and diverting themfc:Jves in
any innoccnt amufements, fo as thcy do not make
we of military drums, horns, or fhells; but that they
OWl and may grant fuch libeny when and as often
as thcy plcafe, any thing in this, or any other aa,
to the contrary notwithftanding: Provided, that fuch
amufementl are'put an end to by twclye of the clock
at night.

XXIV. And, in ordtr to pt'rwnt riots and night"
mettings among Mg"O and rJlhtr j/tnJll, to tht dYJu,.!JpfI«
pj tbt RulJlic ptQU, and tht tndangtring thtir hID/ths, 6,

iI
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it further InaBld Dy thl authorit, ':!ort/aUI, tThaJ all
_gro IJuriau flal/ in future takl plau in the tU] lirM

en", fo that thl faml may Dt entkd DtJore funjet; Dnd if
any mojltr, owner, or poj[rJ1or ofjlavtS, hiJ or her D'fJer-
fitr, or chief manager, jha/J knowingly fuJltr or permit
Iht Durial of any j/afJe otbtrwi[t tban aJ DtJorl JirtEltd, h.

}hallforfeit the fum offifty poundJ.

xxv. And be it further ena8:ed by the authority
aforefaid, That if any Indian, free nrgro, or mulatto.
{hall hereafter fufFer any unlawful afi"embly of fiav~

:at his or her houfe or fettlement, every fuch Indian.
free negro, or mulatto, {hall, upon due conviClioa
thereof, fuffer imprifonment, not exceeding fix months:
Provided neverthelefs, That information thereof tbaU •
be given, on oath, within five days of fuch \Inlawful
meeting.

XXVI: And be it furt}j~r ena8:ed by t~e'~
aforefaid, That all flaves who {hall hereafter be founel

to have in his or their cuftody, any fire-ailb"~
powder, nugs, or baIl, fuch llave being thereof con­

"iCled, before two juftices, {hall fufFer fuch punHhmeitt
as the [aid juftices {ball think proper to inHia, by
whipping or hard hbour in the workhoufe, not ex­
ceeding the term of fix months.

XXVII. And be it further ena8:ed by'the authority
aforefaid, That if any flave fhall offer any violeneei
by ftriking or otherwife, to any white perfon, fuch
Qat'e, upon due and proper proof, {hall, upon COD..

• iaioD~· be puni1hed with death, Iranjportation, oC'

~D-
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confinement to hard labour, not exceeding two year.,
or otherwife, as the court thall, in their difcretion,
think proper to ioDiel j Provided fuch ftriking or con­
mel be not by command of his or their owners,
cwerfoers, or perfoDs entrufted over them, or in the
bwful defence of their owners' perfons or goods.

XXVIIJ. And be it further enaeled by the autho­
rity aforefaid, That any fia.,e or fiaves, who fhall
knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flue or
fines, fhall be liable to be tried for the fame at the
nave court hereinafter appointed, and on conviaion,
futrer fueh punifhment as the juftiees at the faid court
fhaD think proper to inflia, not e;rtma;ng to lift Dr
li",".

XXIX. And whereas it is very dangerous to the
peace and fafety of this iQand, to fufFer Qaves to con­
tinue out as runaways, and it is abrolutely necelrarr
to declare and make known to the public what lIavci
thall be deemed fuch; be it therefore enalled by the
authority aforeCaid, That from and after the pail"­
ing of this aa, any nave or naves who jhaJJ k
a!Jftnt fro", hir O'W,," Of" emplD1er, without /,Q'(J', for th,

!pace of tm tioyl, Qna fhall be found at the diftance of
eight miles from the houre, plantation, or other ret­
tlement, to which he, fhe, or they, belong, without
a ticket or other permit to pafs, eNupt tu bifore ,:t­

,tptea, in g';"1 to Qn4 rel.ming frflf1J tfJtIrut, OWl be
deemed a nUllwa,.

xxx. Anti
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XXX. And be it further enafled by the authority
aforefaid, That any perfon whatfoever, who fbilU ap­
prehend fuch flne or flaYel, {baU, for every one fo
apprehended, be entitled to receiYc from thc owner,
employer, overfeer, or manager of fuch flave or flues,
the fum of ten {billings, and no more j befides mile­
money, at the rate of one fbilling per mile for the firl\:
6ve miles, and fix-pence per mile afterwards; Pro­
Yided fuch flave or fines had abfented him, her, or
themfe1ves, ten days without the privity, knowledge.
or confent, of the proprietor, overfeer, or other white
perfon, refiding on the plantation or fettlement to
which filch flave or 11aves fuaU belong; which time of
abfence of fuch Gave or flaves fuaU be declared on the
oath of fuch proprietor, overfeer, or other white per..
{on, as aforefaid, if the party taking up fuch l1ave or
na'et fhaU require it: But it is the true intent and
meaniul of thiJ aa, that every pcrCon or pcrCons who
1ball apprehend any l1ne or flucs, that ufually rcfide
in, or are employed in, any of che toWDS of thia
i1land, and that at the time are aCluaUy runaway 01'

abCcnt from their owner, employer, or manager'..
Cervice, ten days, {ball be entitled tl) the rewud of
ten {billings, although the flue or fiaves fuould not be
eight miles diftant from their employer's habitation:
Provided nevertheleCll, That nothing in this aa co...
tained, Gaa.ll be conftrued to extend to an allowance of
the faid (am of ten fhillings and mile-money, in addi­
tioo to the fam allowed to maroon negroes for appre­
hending runaways: And provided alCo, That it is not
hereby intended to deprive the faid maroons of their

7 le~
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legal and eftablHhed reward of forty fhillinga for each
ucgro.

nn. And be it further enafled by the authority
aforefaid, That the peTfon or perfons fo apprehending
{och fiave or {laves, {hall convey him, her, or them, to
their refpeCl:ive owner, employer, or manager, or to

the workhoufe of fuch parilh, if any workhoufe is
eftablilhed there; and in cafe of there being no work­
l1l!lufe, to the next gaol, in cafe the owner, employer,
or manager, of fuch flave or nllves {ball rerufe to pay
the raid fum of ten {billings, and mile-money as afore­
raid, or take the 'oath as to the time of abfence; in
which cafe, the gaol or workhoufe keeper is bereb',
n:quired and ordered to receive fuch aave or aaves into
his or their cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch
Save or aaves the faid fum of ten {billings and mile­
money as aforefaid, and no more, for each ftave (0 de­
livered, under the penalty of five pounds: Provided
~thelefs, That if fuch Have or fln'es is or' are

brought to any g301 or 'Workhoufe by any white per­
{on, free negro, free mulatto, or Indian, no gaoler or
....orkhouk-keeper {ball pay fuch fum before fuch per­
{on nnll· have taken an oath, (wbichoath fuch gao1e'r
'Clf workhoufe-keeper is hereby required, UDder the
penalty of five pounds, to file in his office and pro­
duce, whenever thereunto req\lired by the owner or
poll"dror of fueh flive or fliWes,) that the flaw: or fla\'ea

'(0 apprehended was or: were at the reputed diftance of
eight miles from the houre, plantation, or fettkment,
to which fueh Have or naves do belong (except as' be­
fore ia excepted), and that fuch fiave or tIaves JIad DO

ticket



ticketordtherpermit in writing from his mafter, miftreC"

overfea, employer, or manager, at the time Nch Bave
or Daves was or were apprehended, for him, her, 01'

them, to paCa unmolefted, and that the faid,'Have or
~ves had been carried 6rft to the owner, employer, or
'manager of filch flave or naves (provided fnch owner,
employel', or manager, {hall be in the pariih in which
(uchflne or flaves (hall be apprehended), and that the
man.er, miClrefs, overfee:.r. or manager, bad reCufed to
pay for the apprehending him, her, or them, actord­
'iII& to the intent and meaning of this act.

XXXII. And be it further enacted by the autboTity
aforefaid, That no ticket {han be granted to any Dave
or naves for any time exceeding onc calendar month:

XWU.And be it further enaCted by the authority
aforefaid, Thit" OD the twenty-eighth day of December
iD ,ev~fJ year, (the time of giving in as aforcfaid), or
within thirty days after, the owner, ovcrfeer, 01'

,manager of every plani~tion, pen, or fettlement, {hall
give io, on oath, an al<Ca.l~ of a& 'the births. ancl
,death, of the flavcs of fuch plantation, pcD, or fettle..
ment, for the:' precl;ding year, under the peDalry of
fifty p9und., to be recovered from the owner of f~
plantation, pen, or other fc:ttle,oacpt. , ,J

~IV. ADd be i~ further ~na~cd' by~e a,u~
:rity aforefaid, Thl,t, if the not givillg in, upon path
{~.h_Ceveral acaouots {han be owing ~o~he nealt:Cl: oE
the overfeer Of. manager of fuch plantation, pen, Of other
i"ettlement, it"1haJi and' may be lawful fOf the owner,

J4 pro-
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proprietor, or potrcfi"or of fuch plaatatioa, plUl, or
.other fctdement, to ftop aad detaia the penahy be or
.fhe lhan fllffer by this law~ out of the wale, of fucb
.oycncer or manager.

xxxv. And be it further ena£}ed bl the authority
aforefaid, That the dotlor or furgeon of eyery planta­
tion, pen, or other fcttlement, {ball, on the twcntl­
eighth day of December, in eY'Cry year (the time of
living in u aforefaid), or within thirty days after,
give in an account, on oath, of the deaths of fuch llaYea
as have died in the preceding year, or during fuch
time •• filch dot\or or furgeon bath had the care of
.the nave. on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement,
with the caufe of Ifuch deaths, to the ben: of his .
knowledge, judgment, and belief, under the penalty
-of ODe hundred pounds for every negletl: And in cate
it {baU appear, to the fatisfaaion of t~e juftices and
-ttllry, from theretum of the owner, overfeer, 01'

maaager aforefaid, that there has been a natural ea­
create in the number of flaves on any fuch plantation,
pCII, or other fett1ement, the overfeer {ban be entitled
to receive from the owner or proprietor of fuch planta­
tioa, pen, or other lettlement, the fum of thrH
lpauoda- for CYCry SaYe born on fuch plantation, peD,
or other fettle:ment, in the: time aforefaid, and which
fh~J1 be then living, tiftlf' tlJMlIing tIN Jm-. land
and the owner or proprietor of fuch plantation, pen,

.or other fettlcmeat, aaan bllYC a deduaiOll fram the
firft. of hi. or her public tun that fball become due,



of the {urn fo paid to the overfeer, on proQucing a cer.:
tificate of the jul\ices and veftry of Cuch encreaCe. and
a receipt of the overCeer for the fum fo paid.

XXXVI. .And, in (mu,. that jurthw IncouragtffUnt

ma, ht giwn to th, encrtaft and prottElion of ntgro in­
fantl, h, it furthtr enaatd hy th, authol'itJ aflrifaid,
9:hat ro"7jtmak flaw, who flail haw}ix children litling.

}hall he txempt,d from hard lahour in the field 'I' ,tlur.
'Il1ift, and the ownrr fit' pojJtjfor ifetl"1 fIlCh fimal; flaw
}hall be rxtmpted from all mann" of taxtl jo" fuch fnnak
flatle, any thing in the aa commonly ca/led 'hi pili-tail
law, fit' an, other of tIJt tu lawl of tbis !fIanJ pafftd, "
annually to he p":/ftd, to tht contra,., notwithjionJilJg;
and a tlttfuaion flail be made for all fuch femak Jla'utl'
f,."", the taxIS of fuch ,w",r fit' pojJtjfor, b, certifie.tt oj'
tht jlfJUm anti. tld/ry, at the jQme time, a"d in malJner a&
direatd in tbe caft of an annual ",crMp of tht numlHr of
j/otltl a.r a/ortJaid: Prwitl,d IJrotrlheJeft, erhal prf1()! H
gitlln, on oath, to the fatiifaaion of th, laid jttflim atUI
tltj1,." not onl, that the requiJit, numh,,. of children, tag,.
grthtr with the mothtr, art litl;ng; hul a/fo that the
moth". il ,xemptrd from all manner of field fit' othtr hard
lahour, and il pro'f)id,J with tbt mea,.. of an tob an~

eomfi,.ta6l, maintman".

XXXVlI. And whereas, the more efFeaually to
~onceal runaway 1laves, or prevent their being app~..
bended, tickets are given by Indians, free negroeat,
er free mulattoes. be it therefore enaacd by the
authority aforefaid, That any Indian, free negro, or mu­
latto, sranting or giviDg (uth ticket, with Cuc:h intent,

ihall
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lhaU be deemed guilty of forgery, and {hall be liable
to be tried for the raid offence before the {upreme
court of judicature, or in either of the courts of affize:
in this ifland where the offence ihall be committed.
and, on convi8:ion, thall {ulTer the lofs of freedom,
tranfportation, or {uch other puniihment as the court,
ira their difcretion, lhaIl think proper to inBi8:.

XXXVIII. And be it further enaaed by the autho­
rity aforefaid, That if fuch ticket {ban be granted or
given by any white perCon, with fuch intent as afore­
&id, to any fiave or fiaves, before or after his or their
altfenting themfelvCll from their owner, employer, over­
{cer,or manager, fuch white perfon {hall be deemed guilty
of forgery, and lhall be liable to be tried for th~ fame
before the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the
aJlize courts of this ifiand, where the offence {hall be:
committed; and, on convitlion, lhall fuffer fuch pu­
Dilhment as the court, in their difcretion, (ball think
proper to india.

"."
. XXXIX. And, to the end that the owners and pro­
prietors of runaway fiaves may have a due knowledge
..here fuch fia~~s are confined, after their being ap­
prehended and rent to any workhoufe or gaol in this
ifiand, in order that fuch owners and proprietors may
apply for fuch fiaves; be it further ena8:ed by -the
autl,191ity aforefaid, That, from and aftet' the pafling
of- this ~8:, all and every the keepers of the work..
honfes, or gaol-keepers, in any of the parilhes of thi.
ifiand, {halI, and they arc hereby obliged, once in
every week, to advertife in the Gazette of Saint Jago
. d.
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de la Vega. the Royal Gazette of Kingft'on, and t1l"
Cornwall Chronicle, the heighth, names, marks, and
res, and alfo the country, where the fame tan bi
.rcertained, of .each and every runaway Rave then in
their c~ftody, together witp the time of their being fent
into cuftody, and 'the name or names of the owner or
owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath, u~der

the penalty of ten pounds for every i!.lVe fo negleClc:d
by him !o be advertifed; and, for the expence of fuch
advertift:ment, they, the faid workhoufe-keepers or
gaol-keepera, {hall and may, and they are hereby
authorized to. charge the owner or proprietor of fuch
runaway llave fo advertifed. at and after the rate of
one {billing and three pence per month for each p~apcr,

and no more j and that it {hall and may be lawful for
the keeper of the workhoufc: or gaol-keeper, to detaia
and keep in his or their cuftody fuch runaway flave or
javes fo brought unto hiln or them, until the owner 01'

owners thereof, or fome petfon on their behalf, pro ..
perty authorized, {hall pay unto him or them what he
or they fo paid to· the perfon or perfons who appre­
hended and brought {uch flave or ila~es into cullody,
with two {billings and fix pence in the pound for
laying out 11is or their money, the coll. of adver­
ti6ng, after the rate above mentioned. and fil pence
for every twent,.four hours fuch fld"e or llaves O1all
haTe been in cuftf)dy, for maintenance, and two pene.
per day for medical care and extraordinary nourilb­
ment where nece{f.,ry, and alfo the charges of adver.
tiGn, above direCled, and no other fees whatt"VeT;
md that the gaoler, workhoufe-keepcr, or fupervifor,
and no other perfon, Ulall atten, upon oath, th:lt th~

VOl.. I. U chiuie.
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charg" in. the account, for mile.money, and the re"'"
ward fo'r apprehending fuca fln:e. were aaua~ly paid
to the pereon who brought fuch runaway, and that the

whole of the charges in the (aid account are firilUy
conformable to this law.

XL. And be it further enaCled by the authority
aforefaid~ That the keeper of every workhoufe or gaol
in this ifl,llld I1lall. ulider the penalty of ten ponnds
for every neglect, provide and give to every nave con­
fined in fnch workhoofe or gaol, a fufficient quantity
of good and who1efome provilions daily; that is to {ay,

not lefs than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian
corn, or th,ree pints of the flour or meal of either, or three
pints of wheat flour, or eight full-grown plantains, or
eight pounds of (OCoaS or y:lms, and alfo one herring or
fhad, or other falted provifions equal thereto.

XLI. And be it furthe!' enafud by the authority

aforef"id. That no gaol.keeper in this i1land, or any
perfon atling under "him as clerk or deputy, thall, 00

any preteDce whatfoever, work or employ any nave or
fiavC'S fent to his cuftody. upon any plantation, pen.
or fettlement, belongi:tg to, or in the poffelIion of,
any fuch gaol.keeper, nor hire or lend fuch nave or
flues out to work for any other pc.rfon or perCont,
during fuch time fuch nave or naves {hall be in his
cuftody, but that all fuch ihves (hall be and remain
in the common gaol of the county or puifiJ, 1n order
to be infpe8ed by any perrOD or perfona defiring the
fame i and in cafe nny gaol.keeper fhall offend herein,_
he fhall, fen every ofl"enc(, forfeit. the fMm of fift1
pounds.
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XLII. And be it further eriaCled by'the authority
aforefaid. That all naves who (hall have been in this
llland for the fpace of two years., and £hall run away,
and continue abfent for a term not exceeding fix
months, £hall be liable to be tried by two juftices.
and; upon canviClion thereof, fuch nave or naves
fuall fuff~r fuch punilhment as the faid juftices Thall
think proper to inflict

XLlII. And be it further enaCled by the authority
aforefaid, That if any fiave (hall run away from hi6
Qwner or lawflll poITeffor, and be abfent for more
than fix months, fuch nave, being duly conviCl:ed
thereof, {hall be fentenced to be confinc:d to hard
labour for fuch time as the court !hall determine. or
be tranfponed for life. according to the magnitude of
the offc:nce.

XLIV. And, in order to prevent tke litany mil­
(fhiefs that may hereafter arife from the wicked art
of negroes going under the appellation of Obeah men
~nd womeu, pretending to have communication with
t)1e devil and other evil Cpirits, wher,eby the weak and
fuperftitious are deh&ded into a belief of their having
full pow,er to exempt them, whilft under their pro­
teClion, from any ,evils that might otherwifc: happen ~

be it therefore ena8cd by the 3llthority afortfaid,
That, from and after the paffing of this aa, Iny nave
who (hall pretend to any fupernatural power, in order
to promote the purpofcs of rebellion, {hall, upon' coo­
~iClion thereof, fufFcr death, tranfportation, or fuch
other punifhment a8 the co\Ut (hall thinli proper to

U ~ dir~a,
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.irUl; any thing in this, or any other aa, to thc
contrary in anywiCe notwithftanding.

XLV. And be it further enacted by the authorit1
aforc{aid, That if an, negro or other fiave {hall mix
or prepa.re, with an intent to give, or cauCe to be
liven, any poiCou or poifonous drug, or than aauaH,
give, or caufe to be given, any fuch paifoD or
poifonous drug, in the pra8ice of Obeah or other·
wife, although death may not 'enrue upon the taking
thereof, the faid fiave or flaves, together with their
accdraries, as well before as after the faa (being
naves), being duly convitled thereof, {han ruffer death,
or tranfportation for life, as the court lhan determine;
any thing in this, or :my other aa. to the contrary
notwithftanding.

XLVI. And whereas great number of horned cattle,
Ihc:ep, goats, hod"es, mares, moles, and aifes, are fre­
quently ftoleo and killed by negro and other 1laves,
in fo fecret and private a manner, that it is with the
greatefl: difficulty they ean be found out and difcovned,
in fuch manner as to convia them of fuch offc:nce,
although large quantity of beef, mutton, and the ftdh
of other valuable animals, are fouod upon him, her, or
them; in o'rckr, therefore, to prevent fuch evi1a in
future, and to puniftf· the perpetrators of fuch .a.
agreeably to their crimes, bt it furtha ena&d b,
the authority aroreraid, That if any negro or other
fine lball fraudulently have in his, her, or their cuj:.

• tody or potreOion, unknown to his or heT l1lallu,
owner, overfeer, or other perfon, who {hall ha.ve _

9 oycr-
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oyerlooking or employing of fach fiave, any (reOl beef,
veal, mutton, or goat, or the 8dh of borfe, mau,
mule, or afs, in any quantity exceeding 6ve and not
exceeding twenty pounds weight, wch negro or other
{bve, upon due convitlion thereof before' any two
magiftrates, fhaU be whipped in filch manner as fuch
magiftrates fhall dirctl, not eJtcec:ding thirty-nine
la{hes; and if there fhall be found in hi_, her, or, thtir
cuftody or poLr~mon, a larger or greater quantity thara
twenty pounds weight of fre{h' beef, vc,d, mutton~

Qr goat, or the fiefh of hOlfe, mare, mule, or afs,
and fuch llave {hall not· gh-e a {atisfaClory account
how he or {he became poLreLred of f\Kh meat, that
then {uch negro or other fiave, upon convielion thereof,
ihall {uffer fuch punifhment as the {aid two juftices
{hall think proper to direa, not extending to life, or
i~prifonment for life.

XLVII. And be it-further enaaed by the authoTity
aforefaid, That if any negro or otherllave {hall, after
the palIing of this aa, ileal any {uch horned cattle,
{heep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or thall kill
any fuch horned cattle, fbeep, goat, horfe, mare,
mule, or afs, with intent to ileal the whole carcafa
of any fuch homed cattle, fheep, goat. horre, mare,
mule, or afs, or any part of the fleOt thereof, fucb
negro or other fiave {hall, on conviClion thereof, Cutrer
death, or fuch other punifument aa the court 1haJl
thillk proper to iufiiel.

XLVHI. And wherea. it is necdfary to declare
how, and in what manner, llavea {hall be tried fol'

U 3 the
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the (event crimea which they may hereafter commit,
he it enatled by the authority a(orefaid~ That from
aDd afeer the paffing of this aa, upon complaint made

to any juftice of the peace of any felony. burglary,

robbery, burniDg of houfes, cane·pieces, rebellious
confpiracies, compaffing or imagining the death of
any white perfon or perfons, or any other offence
whatfoever committed by any Have or fiaves, that

01all fubjeCl fuch Gave or naves to fuffer death or

tranfportation, fnch jua.ice {hall itrue out his warrant
for apprehending fuch offender or offenders. and (or
all perfons to be brought before him. or any other
jua.ice of the peacc, that can give evidence; and thc

evidence of Haves againft one another, in this and all
. other cafes, {hall be received i and if, upon examlna:­

tion, it appears probable that the fiave or Caves a~
prehended is or are guilty, the "juftice before whom

fuch eumination {hall he had and taken, {hall commit

him, her~ or them, to prifon, and bi~d over the wit­
ne(fes to appear at a certain day, ~ot lefs than ten
days from the day on which the complaint {han b~

made, and at the place where the quarter.fl:ffions
are ufually held, and~ where there are no quarter­
feffions held, at the place where the parochial bu6nefs
is u[ua}Jy traDfaB:ed, and £hall certify ~o two other
jufiices of the peace the caufe of fuch commitment,
llnd require them, by v"irtue of this aa, to affociate
themfelves to him, which raid jua.ices are hereby
feveraHy required to do, under the penalty of twenty
eounds for every neglect or ref~fal; end the {aid
iufiices, fo a/fociatoo, (hall i(fue out their warrant to

fu~man twelve rerfans, f~ch as are ufualJr warned
.nl,\
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and impanelled to ferve on juries (the mal\er, owner,
or proprietor of the .!lave or lIaves fa complained of,
or the attorney, guardian, trullee, overfeer, or book­
keeper of Cuch ma{\;er, owner, or proprietor. Ot tne
perfon pro[ecuting, his or her attorney. i,u'ardiln.
tru{\;ee" overfeer, . or book.keeper, always excC'pted).
perfonally to be and appear before the {aid jufiices.
at the day and place aforefaid, to be exprelTed in ruch
warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve
in the forenoon, when and where the [aid per[ons fo
warned are hereby Ceverally required to attend, under
the penalty of five pounds; and when and where the
Caid ju{\;ices {haJI caufe the f.lid fIave or llaves, fa
complained of. to be brought before them, and there­
upon nine of the (aid perfons fa {ummoned, as afore­
f.lid, fhall compo[e a jury to try the faid nave or
naves, and fhall by the {aid juftices (the th~rge Dr Q ••u~

fati'" being firjl read) be fworn to try the matter before
them, and to give a true verdiCl: according to evidence i

and {uch charge or accuration !hall be deemed valid,
jf rufficient in fubftance; and if the faid jurors {hall,
upon hearing the evidence, unanimoully find the {aid
nave or naves guilty of the ofrl"nce wherewith he, lhe,
or they, {land charged, the {aid juftices lhall give
fentence of death, without benefit of clergy, Dr tranj'­
portation, or confinement to hard labour for (In, /imitetl

time not e:tttmli"g t'WD Yfflr.r ", according to the nature
of the offence, and fhaIl CJUre fuch [entence to be
carried into execution, and at fuch time and place aa
they (hall lhillk proper, women with child only cx..

• In th' former aa, for 'if-,
U4



crrted, whoG: execution than be refpitcd nntil a rea­
{onable time after delivery; Provided always Dcver­
thelds, That at every court of quarter.f('ffiona held
in each and e.ery parilh or precinCl: within this ifiand.
the juftices there afl'c:mbled (hall and m3Y, after the
ufual bufinefs of the f.lid court fhall be done, (orm
themfelvell into a court,' for the purpofe of enquiring
Into, hearing, and determining all manner of offence.
for which any aaye or aaves are liable to be puni{hed
..ith death, or tranfportation, or confinement to hard
labour, DJ nfortJaid, and Gull open the raid court by
proclamation, declaring the fame to be a fiave-court
for fuch purpo(e. and 01all thereupon, on the like
charge in writing. aed in like manner, in a11 other
refpelh, as the three juRicel! affociated and met aa
herein before-mrntioned are, by this all, direCl:ed to
proceed in the Irial of fiaves for (uch offences, proceecl
to try, and deli,er the gaol or workboufe within the
{aid parilh or precinCl of, all and every 1l,ave and
Ilaves who {hall or may then be in the cullody of
the mar{bal or keeper of the workhoufe, within each

and every parilh or precinCl: as aforefaid, and filall
forthwith caure .. jury, confining of nine jurors, to

be called and taken frolU the pannel returned to tbe

faid court of quarter-feffions, and fhall ~ufe them to
be fevcraIly (worn, as th~y fhall appear, to try all and
every {uch fl.lve al1d flaves as {hall be brought before

them. charged with any fuch offences as aforefaid.

and a true verdiCl gh'e according to eviden~e, as in
other caf::s.

XLIX. And



XLIX. And be it further enaaed by the authority
.rorefaid, That all and every the jurors who {hall be
returned to {erve as jurors at the quarter-feGions, to
be holden as aforefaid, are hereby reliuired, under the
penalty of five pounds, to. be and appeu at the fai4
QiVe-court, CO to be formed and holden as aflm~faid,

and to ferve as jurors thereon a& they {ball refpca.ive1r
be called: Provided a1fo. That nothing in this aa
contained {hall hinder or prevent thc faid juflices,
upon. any fuch trial, where any fiave or flaves {ball

be condemned to die, from refpiting the execution of
fuch fentence for any tcrm not exceeding thirty days,
or until the pleafure of the Commander in Chief {hall
be known, in cafe proper caufe {hall appear to them
for fa doing. and that if the jury upon any ~h trial
{ball apply to the f.lid juf\:ices to fufpcnd the execu­
tion of any fentence until the pleafure of the com­
mander in chief is known, the faid juR:icell {ball be
obliged to. fufpend the (;lme for thirty days, except
in cafes of trial of !lny flolve or fines conviCled of
aClual rebellion; in all whicl~ cafE:S the faid juf\:i.cea
{ball, if they think it expedient, order the fentence
paffc:d on fuch Dave or fi4lves to be curied into imme.

dUll! execution.

L. And be it further enaaed by t,be, authority
forefaid, That not lefs than three jufiices finll con­
ft.itute a court for the trial of any {lave or {laves, for
any crime or offence -that {hall fubjeC\ fuch flave or
tav,s to fulf.:r dc:ath, tranfportatiO.P, or co~tinement

tQ. hard lilbour 01 rforifaid; and. that, upon all fuch_

lrWS, no pcremptorychl&llenges of .any of the faid

jurora~
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jurors, or any exception to ·the form of the indictment,
(haD be allowed.

LI. And. be it further enaCled by the authority
aforefaid, That in all cafes where the punilhment of
death is inftiaed, the execution {hall be performed ia
a public part of the parilh and with due folemnity j

and care lhall be taken by the gaoler or deputy.
marfhal. that the criminal is free from intoxication
at tile time of his trial, and from thence to and at

the time of his execution, under tbe penalty of 6"e
pounds; and the mode of fuch execution {hall be
hanging by the neck, and no other j and the body
fbaU be afterwards difpofed of in fuch manner as the
court lhall direCl: And provided alfo, That where

feYC!ral ftaves {hall be capitally con"i6l:ed for the fame
. oH'ence. ~ne only {hall fuffer death, except in cafes of
murder or rebellion.

LII. And be it further enalled by the authority
··.rorefaid, That, in cafe any 11ave or flnes lhall wil.

fully, and with e"il intent, &ive falfe evidence in any
trial had under this aa, fuch {la"e or naves, being
thereof convi6l:ed, {hall fuffer the fame punifhment al

the perfon or perfons on whofe trial fuch f.llfe evidence

WJR given would, if cOllviCted, have been liable to
{lIlfer.

UII. And be it further enaCled by the authority
aforefaid, That, where any flave or 'fbves fhall be
di(charged by proclamation, the deputy-mllrlhal or
workhoufe-kcepcr {hall be entitled to receivo all filch

fees
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.fees as Ihan be due to him or them for Cuch Qave or
Caves, at the time of fuch difcharge, from the public,
upon application and due .proof made, in the moft
folemn manner, to the afTembly, or any committee
thereof, and that fuch fiave or fiaves, during the time
they were in the cullody of fuch deputy-marfhal or
workhou(e-keeper, was 'and were found and provided
with proper and fufficient proviGons, el1ua1 to what it
allowed by this law.

LIV. And be it further enalled by the authorit,
aforefaid,. That a record fhall be entered up of all
proceedings on the trials of Daves, for any crime that
fhall Cubjell any nave or Daves to fllfTer death, tranr..
,Portation, or copfinement to hard labour for the term
of two years, in a book kept for that purpofe by the
clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy, of the pre­
cina; who is hereby obliged to attend all fuch trials,
and to record the proceedings within thirty days after
fuch trial, under the penalty of ,twenty pounds for
each negleCl j and he fuall be entitled to receive from
the churchwardens of fuch parilh the Cum of two
pounds fifteen fuillings, and no more, for attending
each trial, entering up the record, and any other
bufinefs incidental thereto: And further, that the
deputy-marfual for the faid parl£h, or fome propet'
perfon aCling under him, tlJall .alfo be obliged to
attend fuch trial, under the fame penalty of twenty
pounds for each negleCl ; and that he {han be entitled
to receive from the churchwardens of {uch parifu forty
f}lillings, for attending at the uial and executioll of·

rucb
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lach offcJu'er as fhall be condemned to die, and DO

more.

LV. And be it further enalled by the authority
aforefaid, That in al1 trials of any Gave or Gaves under
this aa, fufficient notice of fuch trial lbaIJ be firft
given to the owner, proprietor, or poJTdfor, of {uch

fiave or fldves, his, her, or their lawful attorney or
'attoroies, or other repreCent'ltive or reprefentatives i

any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwith:'
ftandiog.

LVI. And be it further enalled by the authority
af'orefaid, That in all cafes where any flave or Gaves
ftlaU be put upon -his, her, or their trial, and than
receiYe {entcnce of death or tranfportation, the court,
at the time of trying [l1ch flave or fiaves, {han alfo
enquire what fum or fums of money {uch owner,
proprietor, or employer of the faid flave or ant'S

cught to receive for {uch fine' or fiaves, and certify
tbe fame, fo that fuch {urn er fums of money do not
acced the fum of 6xty pounds for each fiave {entenced .

as afore{aid.

LVU. And be it further enaaed by the authmity
aforefaid, That.in all. cafes where any fiave or nave.
fball be brought to trial, and fhall be valued according
to the direClWD of ~bis aa, {uch flave or fiaves Dtall
be paid fCl' by the rccei,er-general. of this ifland.
out of any manic. in hi& hanes unappropriated; and
the mDney ari6ng from the aClual {ale of fuch fine or
flava as fhall'bc {Q tranfport~d by the deputy-marthal

(hall
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fhaU be acconted' lien. OD oath,:to the clburcb_.nt
of the p.rith wbete th): 0.JW:Ci than be tried, io k\f
them paid onr t8 the m:eivu-gaeral, for Ihc Uic: of
the public. .

LVlIl. And be it r~rther el\aaed by the allthoritT
aforcfaid, That lE any negro CIf other flave, wheOHIl
be tranfportcd from thi~ ifland, under the direc.tion of
this aa. {hall wilfully return from ttanfportation,
fuch negro or other aave {hall, upon cOQviClion. {IlIFer
death, without benefit of clergy.

LIX. ADd whereas there are many igferior crimes
and mifdemeanours committed by llavesJ which ought
10 be pYniilied in a fummary manner. by order of the
magill.ratell i be it therefore enaCled by the authority
aforefaid, That, from and aflcr the paffing of this aa,
it {hall and may be lawful for any two jufrices of the
p~ace to hear and d(~rmine. in a fllmmary mannu,
all fuch crimes and mifdemeanours, giving fuUicimt
notice to the owner or proprietor of fuch flue or
naves, or his or her attomey or attornics, or the penon
baving the care of fuch flave or Daves, of the time
and place of trial, and to order ancl, direCl: fach
puniLhment to be inBi8:ed on them-as fuch juftices, in
their judgment, (han think fit. not exceeding 6ft1
lathes or fix months confinement to hard labour; the
expences of which trial (ball not exceed ten ,fbilliag.
to the cOllftable, ~lDd ihall be paid -by the mafter,
owner, or·employer of flltb fine CYr ftues; and ill
cafe fuch mailer, owner, or employCl' of filch fiave

er Jl4VtS, (ball rcIu~ or Deilcel to 1'1'1 flKh C¥pC08CS,

it
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k flaall and may be'lawful for the faid jurtic~s; tJf
either of them, to iffue his or their warrant, under hit

or their hand and fealt direCled to any eonflable. for
levying the fame on the goods and chattels of fuch
mafier, owner, or employer, and to fell the fame at

public outety, for the purpore of payitig fucb ex­
pences, togethcr with the charges attending the gr:mt'*

iog and executing fuch warrant and fOlie of goods and

chattles, returning the oYerplus, if any, to the ownel'
thereof.

LX, And whereas great advantages have arifen to

the community from the efiabli{hment of workhoafcs

in the refpetl:ive pari{hes in this Wand, for the reccp.

tion of runaway and other flaves; And whereas there

now are many fuch flaves in the poffeffion of the

proYofi-marfhal, or his lawful deputies, who might be
employed in the workhoufes in this ifland to greal
advantage; be it therefore enaded b, the authority
aforefaid, That, from and after the paGing of this aCtI
it {hall and may be lawful for the governors and
guardians of the refpetl:ive workhoufes in this ifiand t

if to them it {hall feem meet, to demand and receive
from the provoft-marihal, or his lawful deputies, aJl

or any of the runaway negrocs or other alVeS in his

or their polfefiioD, or that may hereafter co~e into
his or their cuaody or poffeffion, upon the faid gover·

DOrs and guardians paying unto. the provoft-marfhal,
or his lawful deputies, the full amotlDt of the fee.

and other contingent charges attending the faid run­

lIlIny flaves daring the time: of ~hrir being committed

to laol, agreeably to this ,or 'aIly.former all; anti
3 the
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the provoft-marlhal and his lawful deputie, a.Ilcom.
ply with fuch requilitioDS, under the penalty.oUifty

pound~ .' -

LXI. And be it further enaaed by the authonty
:lforefaid, That no runaway flave {haU,.on any ;&e­

/ count, be committed to gaol by aur mag~ftrate'of a
parilh where there is any workhoufe eftabJifued, but

to fuch workhoufe only.

LXII. And whereas tlle permlttmg and fufFering
negro and other flaves to keep horCes, mares, mule"
or geldings, is attended with many and great mifchiefs
to the i£land in general; in order, therefore, to remedy
the fame, be it further ellaC\ed b)' the authority afore­
raid, That from and after the palling of this aa, the
mafier, OWOl'r, proprietor, attorney, guardian, exe­
cutor, adminW.rator, or other perCon, in poff'ellioD of
every plantation or pen in this ifland, having on any
fuch plantation or pen any horfe, mare, mule, or
gelding, the reputed property of any flave or flaves,
~nowing the f:lme to be ruch, {hall caufe them to be·
taken up, and lhall produce them at the moll: public
place in the parilh wheretakc:n up, at fuch time as
the jufiices and vefiry (ball, by advertiCement in the
public newfpapers, appoint for that purpofe, and that
fuch horCes, mares, mules, and geldings, be then and.
there fold and difpofe~ of at public outcry; and if
any mafter, owner, FrQprietor, attorney, guardian,.
executor, admininrator, or other perfon as aforefaid,
fuall negleCl or refufe Co doing, each aDd c:very of.

them {hall, for ~very negleCl o~ rerural, refpeaivelf.
. . forfeit
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forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to ~ recovered in
a fummary manner before any two 'junices of the
peace (or the pariOl or precinCl: where fuch n~gleCl

or refufal {hall happen, by the oath of one or more
credible witndi or witnefies; which penalty awl be

to the ufe of the perfOD informing.

LXIll. And be it further enaCled by the authority
aforeTaid, That (rom and after the palling of this aa.
no mafter. owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian.
executor, adminiftralor, or other perron, in po£I'effion
()( any plantation, pen, or fertlement, {han knowingly
permit or fuffer any fiave or fiayes to, keep on {uch
plantation, pen, or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule,

or gelding; and, in cafe of fo doing, lhaU, for every
offmce, forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be re­

covered in manner aforeflltd.

LXIV. And be it fnrther enaC\ed by the authority
aforefaid, That every mafter, owner, proprietor. at.
tetrney, guardian, executor, admininrator, or other
perfon, at the refpeClivc times o( their giving in all
account of their fiaYes attd flock to the jufticc:s and
veftry, than alfo make oath, that none of the {aid

horfes, mare., mule" or geldings, fo given in, do
belong to any Degra or other llJve; and that fuch

perion, fo giving in, or his, her, or their, employer
or employers, hath not, nor have, in hili, her, or their.
poffdbon, to his,' her, or their, knowledge o.r belief,
.., barfe. mare, mule, or gelding, belonging to, or
reputed to belong to, any fine or {laves; and in cafe

••y pe1'foa or perfODl {han DeitfeCl or refufe fo to do,
c:very



e-ver1 perioD fo rtegleaing or refuling {hall, fot e'lety
offence, forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be re"
c'ovcred in the fame fummary manner, and to be dif..

po{ed of a8 herein before mentioned.

LXV. And be it further enaC\ed by the authority
:zforefaid. That, frolIi and after the palling of this aa.
no negto or other fJave in this ifiand (hall purchafe ot
buy any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, ~nder the
penalty of forfeiting fnch horfe, mare. mule, or geld..
ing, and to be difpofed of as herein before-mentioned:
And if any petfon whatfoever {hall fell or give any
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, to any negra Of other
Have, or to any perfon in trufi for fuch negro or other
flave, every fuch petfan {hall, for every fuch llorfe,
mate, mule, at gelding, fo fold or given, fOffeit the
fum of thirty pounds; and every perron who {hall
pnrchafej eft be concerned in the pnrchafe of, any
horfe, maTe, mule, or gelding, in trufi for any negra
or other flave, {hall forfeit the fum of thirty pounds;
which raid penalties {hall be recovered in the fame
fUmmary manner and difpofed of as herein before
mentioned; any law, cufiom, or ufage, to the con·
trary in anywife tlOtwithlhnding.

LXVI. And be it further enaaed by the authority
Iforefaid, That in future, whenever a warrant {hall
be granted by one or more of his Majefiy's jufi.ices of
the peace againft any fiave, if the faid Gave cannot be
immediately taken on the faid warrant, the' owner,
pofi'dfor, attorney, guardian, or oterfeer, of fuch fiave

fhall be ferved with a co£y of the faidwarrant; anll
VOL. 1. X if
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if he, file, or they, do not carry the {aid fiave before a
magiLlrate, to be dealt with according to law on tbe
raid warrant I and if it lhall be afterwards proved
that the owner, pofi"dror, atto'l'ney, guardian, or over.
leer, of fuch flave wilfully detained or concealed {aid
flave, he, file, or they, iball forfeit the fum of one
hundred pounds.

LXVII. And whereas feveral 1laves have lately
found means to de[ert from their owners, and depart
from this ifiand, ,to the great damage of [uch owners,
in evil example to other fiaves, who may thereby be
induced to attempt or confpire to do the fame; And
whereas there is reafon to [ufpet\; that fuch navn
have been aided and affifted in fuch e[cape and de­

parture by other perfons, and there is not any adc:­
quate punilhment provided by law for fuch defertion
and departure, or attempting or confpiring to de[ert
and depart this ifland, or for perfons aiding, affiftiog,
or abetting, fuch deferters: For remedy whereof, be it
further enaClc:d by tbe authority aforefaid, That, from
and after the paning of this aa, if any nave lhall rUD­
away from his, her, or their, owner or owners, em­
ployer or employers, ..nd go 06-", or confpire' or attempt
to go off, -this ifiand in any lhip, boat, canoe, or other
vdrel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, or
affifting, to any other flave or flaves in fuch going o~thia

iOand, he, fue, or they, Co running and going 06', 01

confpiring or attempting to go off, or fo aiding, affift·
in~, or abetting, in fuch going off, being thereof con­
yitled, lhall futfer death, or fuch punifhmcnt as the
.&lurt fuall think ptoper 10 dilea.

LXVIII.
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!.;XVIII. And be it further enaCl:ed by the autho­
rity aforefolid, That if any Indian, free negro, or
mulatto, lball, from and after the pailing of this aa,

knowingly be aiding, aililling, or abetting, any fiave or
flaves in going off this ifiand, and fhall be conviCled
thercof, either in the fupreme court or in any of the
allize courts of this ifiand, fuch Indian, free negro,
o.r mulatto, lball he forthwith tranfported off this
i~and by the proYoft-madhal-general, or his lawful
deputy, into whofe cuftody fuch perfon or perfons
{hall be committed; and if fuch perfon or pafons, fo
contiCled, fentenced, and tranfported, {hall afterwards
be found at lar~ in this ifiand, hc, fhe, or they, being
fo thereof conviCled before the fupreme court of judi­
cature or courts of aOize in this ifland, {hall fuffer
death without benefit of clergr.

LXIX. And be it further enatled by the authority
aforefaid, That if any white perfon or perfons (hall
knowingly be aiding, ailifting, or abetting, any f1ave or
naves, in going off this ifland, he, {he, or they, being
conviCled thereof by bill, plaint, or information, in
the fupreme court of judicature, or courts of affize.
Caall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds for each
llave; one moiety whereof fhall be to our fovereign
lord the King, his heirs and fucceffors, for and ta­
wards the fupport of the government of this ifiaDd.
and the contingent charges thereof, and the other
moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit or corn.
plaint fuch perfon was convitled, and {hall alfo fuiFer
imprifonment, at tbe difcretion of the faid court, for

X'2 any
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any fpace of time not exceeding twelve months, with-
out bailor main prize.

LXX. And be it further enilled by the authority
aforefaid, That it {ha" and may be lawful to proceed
againft the perfon OT perfonr. fo aiding:, affifiing, or
abetting, fuch 1lave or flaves In going off this illalld,.
whether the principal or principals be conviCled 01'

not; any tlling in thi!', or any other aa, law, cuftom,
or uCage to the contrary notwithftanding.

LXXI. And whereas the overCcerll of eftates in this
ifiand make a frequent praClice of leafing the CeVt'ral
efhtes under their care and management,. on the
refpeClive feafona allowed for negro holidays, whereby
many dangerous meetings and pernicious praCllcC9
are carried on; in order, therefore, to prevent the like
for the future, be it enaClcd by the authority aforefaid,
That if any overfecr in this iUand {hall abfent 11imfc:lf
from the eftate UDder his care and management, on
any of: the particular holidaY5 herein before mentiontd
lo be allowed to llaves, without leave of his employer,
cyery futh overfeer fo offending. {hall, for every of..
fence, forffit the fum nf five pounds, to be recovered
by information, upon oath, before any jufiice of tbe
peace, iD a funnnary way, in the parilh where [uth
olFence {hall happen; any law, cuftom, or wage to the

contrary notwithftanding.

LXXlI. And be it further cnaded by the authority
;;forcfaid, That it filal1 net be lawful for any junicc

(to(
•
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of the peace, utting on thc trial of any flave or flavel,
.or otherwife, to fentence or order any {lave to be mu­

.tilated or maimed for any offence whatfoever.

LXXUI. And be it further enafied, That if an,.
negro or other flavc, who may be fentenced to be
confined in the workhoufe for the term of two years

-or a lefs time, fhall efcape from fuch confinement be­
fora the expiration of his fentencc, [uch negro or

'other flue, being retaken, fhaIl, on proof of his or her
identity, before two jullices of the peace, be adjudged
'by them tf) be fent back to confinement, and to rc­

ceive a whipping, not exceeding fifty lafhes.

LXXIV. And be it further en:lcted by the authority

afarcfaid, That if the provoll-marlhal, or any of his
lawful deputies, or any lawful canllable, or wOTkhouf~
kccpe.-, fhlll1 willingly or negligently [utTer any {lave
or {laves to efcape, who fhall be committed to his- O'f

tbeir cultody for any .offence under this aa, fa that
futh Have or {laves fhall ,not be retaken within two
years, [uch mal'fhal, conltable, or wOTkhoufe-keeper,
who {hall fui".:r fuch efcape, thall forfeit the fum of
twenty -pounds, without injury to the right of the

owner to fue for the value of the fame.

I.,XXV. And be it fur,her enaaed by the authority
aforefaid, That no negro or other (Jave Ihall be allowed

to hunt any cattle, horfcs, mues, mules, or aires, in
any part of th,is ,{laml, with lances, guns, cutlaffcs,

or other iuflruments of death, unlefs in thc company

f>fhis or their maller, overfeer. or [ome other white
X 3- perfo.
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perfon by him or them deputed, or by pcriniffion ill
writing; and if any negro or other {lave {hall offend,

contrary to the true intent and meaning of this aa,
he or they, being thereof conviCled beforc two jufticcs,
1hall fuffcr fu'ch puniLAment as they {hall think propcr
to inBiCl:. , . .

LX~'VI. And be it further enalled by the autho­
rity aforefaid, That it {hall and may be lawful for the

jufiices aforefaid, and they are hereby required, to do
tht'ir [everal and rcfpedive duties-under this aa when
martial Jaw {hall happen to be in force, as they might
or ought to have Jone if martial law were not fub6fiing;
any law, cuftom, or ufdge, to the contrary thereof,

notwithftanding.

LXXVII. And be it further enaCled by thc autho­
rity aforefaid, That all jurors fc"ing at {lave courts,
and every prrfon and perfons whofe prefence may be
requi6te, at the cxamination of any Dave or Daves, or
upon the trial of any Dayc or fidves, and who 111a11 be
required to attend by warrant under thc hand and feal
of any juftice of the peace, and all and every Gave and
Daves who {hall be brought as witndfcs, {hall be pro­
teeled in their perfons {ram all merne or judicial
protefs whatfoever, in their going to, attending at,
and returning from, fueh cxaminations or trial, and
that fUth {laves {hall Dot be fubjea: to bc levied OD.

LXXVIlI. And be it furthcr cnallcd by the autho­
rity aforefaid, That all prnalties in this :la: men­

tioued, and not already declared how they {hall bc re­
covered
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covered and applied, thall, if not exceeding twenty
pounds, be recovered in a fummary manner before any
two of his Majefty's juftices of the peace, by dillrefs
and fale of the offender's goods and chattels; and, if
exceeding twenty pou~ds, to be recovered in the
fupreme court of judicature of this iUand, or in either
of the courts of affize, by aCl:ion of debt, bill, plaint,
or information, wherdn no- eaoi~, prote8ion, wager
of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, {hall be entered;
one moiety of which penalties {hall. be to the parifh
where the offence is committed, and the other moiety
to the informer, or him, her, or them who lhall rue
for the fame.
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No. H.

VOTes OP T-Hli AS8EMBLr OF JAMAIC'&' .

•

Martis, nO die Sc:ptembril, 179$.

THE Speaker reported, that the houfe had attended
Ilis honour the Lieutenant-Governor in the council­
chamber; and that his honour was pleaftd to make a
fpeech; of which, Mr. Speaker faid, he had, to pre­
went miftakes, obtained a copy; and the fame being
read, was ordered to be: entered, and i& as follows:

" GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL.

fa MR. SPEAKJ;:R, AND GENTJ.EMRN OF THE Ai­

SEMBLY,

" The urgency of public affairs has put me under
the neceaity of calling you together at a very early
feafan of the year.

"The unforturl2te infurrelUon which hall taken
place among the Maroons of TreJawney-Town is the
ilJlmediate c:aufe of my now alfembling you.

rl There
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" TheCe infurgents have: committed thernoft daring

aaa of unprovoked rebellion.

" I have every reafon to believe, that hofiility ha.
long been premeditatt:d, and at the infiig'ltioll lif the
convention of France; whofe objeel: it undoubtecily

is, to throw this illand into a fiate of anarchy and
confufion.

cc I have ordered the fevenl documents to be IJ.id
bc:Iore you: The evidence containc:d mar"s, in a
{hang manner, the rldigns, the progrefs, and the ex.
peClations of the enemy, ill fomenting internal com­

motion.

re By the bleffing of Providence, this confpiracy ha.

been fruftrated before it had ripened into maturity.

" Their plan of raiLing a rebellion might have pro..
duced a co-operation of the moft dan~erQu~ tendency,
and the early intimation we have obtaiued thereof is
truly fortunate.

" The precipitate and infolent condu8 of the rebel.
gave me the advantage of aCling with c~krity Jnd
vigour; for, had I permitted them to gain time, aDd
to manage the war according to thc:ir arrangements
and thofe of their fupportcrs, this illand would have

been undone, and the inhabitants muft have. fubmittcd

to a dominion fimilar to that now cxetdfcd in (tV~Ta\

of the windward iU.mds.

". The
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(I The l':IJour and conduCl of his Majefiy's forces
haye fecured every advantage that could be attained by
regular mana:uvres..

., The troops now occupy a chain of pofta througa
the Maroon dill:ria; they have ll:ormed and carried
thdr country; they have dlfpolfdrc:d them of their
towns, and have driven them to fall:netfea rugged
and barreD, where they can fubliCl:' only as a band of

robbets.

" The in[urrellion has now affumed, in fome de­
Iree, the form ,of a local dill:urbance; and it will
deCe"e your moft Cerious confideration, whether fia­
tutes may be Co framed or amendc:d as to put proper
and efficient power into the hands of government,
"ithout fubjeCling the country to the ferious inconve­
niences that rdult from the declaration of martial law.

If l\fR. SPEAKER, AND GENTLE'MBM OF THE AS­

SEMBLY,

" I have to lament the heavy expence incurred in
confequenee of the meaCures I have been .obliged to
adopt: But as you have witne6"ed the neceffity of
ftrilcing at the root of the rebellion, fo I truLl: you
will grant fuch Cupplies as, in your wifdom, the exi.­
geney of the fervice may require.

&f GENTLEMEN Of' THE COUNCIL.

" Ma. SPEAKEll, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE AS­

SEMllLY,

Cl Wllt~n you rdea, th:lt the principles of the Pfe'o
fcot rulers of Fran~c are to overturn every fyLlem of.. govern-

I
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government founded on focialorder, morality, arid
religion, you will be aware that a degree of danger
re{u!ts to you, from the general profperity hitherto
eQjoyed by this happy inand : This they will endeavour
to deftroy, and this, I truft, your energy and unani­
mity will maintain.

~r Great vigilance is required, at this moment, to
guard againft the ad~i{Iion of their dangerous fyftems;
and every effort is neceif.ifY to re6ll: their pernicious
confequences, wherever they may appear•

.. It is with thofe maxims th:at I have entered
upon the' adminiftration of Jamaica, and I now meet
you with the avowal of thofe {entiment'!.

<. ,

4' It gives me the higheft fatisfaaion to obl"e,.e the
fteadine{s, the difcipline, and the alacrity of the militi~

It is with every confidence I have affured his Majefty,
that in them he is poffdf~d of a force which, I am
decidedly of opinion, will be found equally capable
of being pret"ented with effeCl: to an external or in­
ternal enemy.

"The glorious and important viCl:ory gained by
Lord Bridport, and the recent advantages obtained
by his M.ljefty's fleets, affurc:dly lcffen the impending
danger to this ifland; and the general afpeCl: of
affairs, in the interior of France, may fairly lead our
h.?pes to au honourable termination of the prefent war.

" In calling to your recolleaion the many bleffings
which w~ have enjoyed under the illunrious houfe of

Hanover.
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Hanoycr) you wiH receive with every feotiment of joy
the account. of the folemnization of the marriage of

his Itoyal Highnds the Prince of Wales with the Prin­

eefs Caroline of Brunfwick; and I congratulate you

on an event Co imcrefting to his Majell:y's domell:ic

happinefs) and to the welfare of his people."

A Me/rage (ram his honour the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor) by his fecretary, as follows:

" Ma. SPEAJn:a,

er I am commanded by his ,honour tJle Lieutenant­
Governor to Jay before the houfe authentic copiea

and extracts of feveral letters, papers) and documents,
referred to in his honour's fpeech of this day; of
whicb the following i. a lift:

]VD. I. Letter from the magi/hates of St. J ames to his
honour the Lieutenant.Governor.

2. Propofa!s of the magiarates of St. James to the
l\!aroons of Trclawney-Town.

3. Anfwer of the Maroons to the proporals of the
magillrates of St. James.

4. Letter from John Merody, affiftant in Tre­
Jawney Maroon Town) to the Superin­

tendmt.
s. Letter from the Superintendant of Trelawney

Maroon Town to Samuel Vaughan, efquire.
6. Letter from James Stewart, cfquire, to his

honour the Lieutenant-Governor.
7. Letter from the cunos of St. James) to his

honour the Lieutenant-Governor.
No. 8.

J



No. 8. Letter from the Cuftos of St. J ames to hi'
honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

9. Letter from the honourable John Tharp,
efquire, to his honour the Lieutenant-Go-­
vernor.

to. Letter from Ifaac Lafcellea Winn, efquire, to
Lewis Cuthbert, efquire.

11. Letter from Samuel Vaughan, efquire, to
Lewis Cuthbert, efquire.

12. Letter from the Superintendant of Trelawney
Maroon Town to his honour the Lieutenant­
Governor.

J 3' Letter from Samuel Vaughan, efquire, to

Lewis Cuthbert, efquire.
14. Examination of the Superintendant of Tre­

lawney 1\laroon Town.
15. Extracl fram the examination of John Me­

rody, affifl:ant in Trelawney Maroon 'fownl
16. Depolition of Leah Fletchall.
17. ExtraCl from the examination of John Gra­

ham, a free mulatto.
18. ExtraCl from the examination of Miles Hall,

a free mulatto.
19. Examination of William, a negro flave.'
20. Letter from John Tharp, efquire, to Samuel

Vaughan, efquire.
21. Examination of Abraham, a negro {lave.
22. ExtraCl of a letter from Robert Campben,

efquire, to Thomas Harper, efquire.
23. Declaration and examination of Jean ]ofef

Monmon.
No. I:
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NfJ. I.

LdttT /rfJm the MagiJlrattr of St. Jamu tfJ hi, hfJmtlr

the Luuttnalrt-Gowrnor.

er My LORD, MOlltcgO.nay, ,S July, "9S;

" We are (orry to inform your lordlhip, that a
.err ferious difturbance is likely to break out imme­
diately with the Maroons of Trelawney Town. They
have obliged their Superintendant to quit the town»
they have threatened the dcftrutlion of the two planta­
tions neareft them, and of all the white ,people on
them; all the people belonging to the town have been
called in; the women arc rent into the woods, and,
between this and Monday, tIley propofe to kill their
cattle and their children who may be an incumhrance.
The chief of this we have in evidence from various

individuals; but, for the information of your lordfhip,
wc indofe the laft letter from tIle Superintendant.

Since thii letter was written, the letter from the
magiftratea to them, in anfwer to a propofal they
made, was fent them, and we expeCl: an anfwer this
JIlorning to it i but your lordlhip muft well know the
difficulty of quelling fueh a body of men, after they
have ooce: committed tbemfelves, and their fpirits
loufed.

cc We have difpatched a letter to General Palmtt,
to call out the troops i and Colonel James has ordered
out two companies of militia, for the immediate pro­
t'eelion of the plantations in the neighbourhood, aDd

we hope the next intelligence will render unneceLUry
.calling out the reft.

"Mr.



~, )Ir. Vaugban alfa informs us, he illS fent ~
exprefs to Colonel Swaby, Cuftos of St. Elizabeth, tit

have tfte militia in readinefs for aaion, and to inform
the neighbouring parithes on the fouth fide; and has
tivcllthe fame intelligence to the Cuftos of Trelawney.

~, We beg leave to fuggeft to your lordthip's COil­

fideration, the propriety of a company of the light
horfe being rent on each fide of the country, in cafe
the militia arc generally called out, to overawe 'the
uegroes during the abfence of the militia, or for any
other aec:eJI'ary duty_

U The immediate cau(e of this difturbance was the
infliCling the punithment of Bogging on two Maroons,
whp had been conviaed, by the evidence of two whi.te
people, of killing tame hogs.

cc -:;nce writing the above, Mr. Schaw, inhabiting
then bOl1l'ldaries, has informed us, that they expea:
this day to be joined by Accompong Town; but
they have delayed their attack till to-morrow Of

Monday, when it will be by two parties, one on each
parith; and that they expea to be joined by fome
negroes of fome particular eftates.

cc Wc have the honour to be, MY LORD,

., ,Your tordrhip's moft obedient humble fervantt,

WM. DUNCAN, J. ROBT. JAMES,

GEO. M'LENAN, JOHN PERRY,

SAM. VAUGHAN,junior, MACLAURIN GILLIU,

DON. C/l~fPBELL, JOHN INGRAM•

•e p.S.



" P. S. We are in want, as the Cuftos formerly
advifed, of both arm and ammunition.

" Right HlJnourablt Earl Balcarrtr, £!fe. ~e'"

No. 2.

Propofals of tbt MagfJIratu of St. Jamu to tbe Mar()()frr
. if Tre/awntJ crown.

cc The magifirJces of St. James propofe to (end
four of the olden: iuftices, to meet four chofea Ma..
rooDS, at Vaughan's.field, or HaddingtoD, to-monow,
to fettle all diffc:rences.

" Satu~da), 18th Jul), 1795' DON. CAMPBELL.

JOHN PERRY.

"The fouT magiA:tlltes will be General Rem, C~
Inne1 James, Mr. Mowat, and Mr. Cunningham, if
it is poffible to find ther:n, or elfe others-"

No. 3.
.JlIjwcr of the lffaf'OlJ!1r to tbe Propofalr ifthe Mtlgf!lrtrta

if St. Jamt.r.

" GENTLEMEN,

" The Maroons willies nothing elfe from the conn­
try but battle; and they defirc:s not to fee Mr. Cr;1fkell
up here at aU. So they are waiting every moment
for the above on Monday.

" CoLONEL MOUNTAGUB, a"d all tht rl1•

.. Mr. Dnid Schaw will fc:e you on Sunday morn­
ing, for an anfwer.

"They will wait till Monday, nine o'clock; and
if they don't come ap, they will come down them­
fdvei."

IQ
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NQ·4·

Ltlttr Irom JQhn Mmt!j, A./!!fIant in errtlawnty Mo"!,
r'()()n 'TO'WfI, tQ 'I7]()f'U~S. Cr4kell, tJfJuirt, the Suptrin­
tendont.

Trelawney Town, July 19th;'

tr The Maroons inform you. that they do not want
any thing, for they have got plenty of powder and
ball; for it is too late. to do any thing that is good.
They have received an anfwer from the bay. by Mr.
David Schaw, and he has taken all the bufinefs upon
himfe1f; for there will be four magiftrates from the
bay to-day, at Mr. Schaw's property; they do not
want any more letters from you, except it is from the

bay•

. cc They have napped me up here, al you did not
let me know before yOI1 went away; but I fuppofe
they will let me go on Monday; for they ale very
{evere with me.

Cl JOHN MERODY.

tr 'Thomas CrqJktll, tJfJuirt."

NQ. S'

Lttttr IrQm 'rhomas CrqJktl/; tJizuiTl, Superintmdml! if
errtlawnty IrfarOQn 'Town, to Samuel Yaughan, tJ'luirt,

Imt iftht Mogijirattl of St. Jam/I.

Cl SIR, Vallghan's.6eld, 17th lu~y, 1195, nineo'c1ock.

·CI Your letter of the 16th I received jufi this mO­

ment, inc106ng one from the magifirates. I am forry
it will not have the dtfired circa: The Maroons, to
the amount of thirty-nine. headed by their officers,

VOL. r. Y came
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came to tell me this morning, that 1 muft fend anll
lICquaint the whites, that they were ready for them.
and that thofe who came to me in behalf of the delin­
quents were fools; that I mull not return to the
town; and further,' if the whites did not come to
them, they would come down here to-morrow evening
or Sunday. I lhould be very happy eould this bulinefs
be amicably fettled j but am forry to fay, I think it
impoftible, after what has happened. I beg you will
make my elteuCe to the magill.rates, not anfwering
their letter; 'but am of opinion, no time fuould be
loft. Although very unwell, I beg leave to offer my
{enices upon every occaGon where it is thought
necctrary. 1 have wrote Mr. Tharp, that the Maroons
were quiet; .s I ihaU have no way of fending to him,
I beg JOu will take the trouble. There are feveral
MarooD$ now at Martha-Brae.

le I am, with refpea, SIK,

U Your very obedient (enaDt,
u THO. CRASKELL.

ft I am at prcfcut without a horfe, or {bould have

be~n with you.

ce &m. YaughlUl, tfiJuire."

No. 6.

ulttr from Jamts .Sttwnrl, 1fJuir~, one of the Magi­
j1rat/s of·err/lawn,], to hu honour the Litutmant­
G()'IJ/rnor.

" I am direaed to inform your honolSr, tkat in
confequence of feyeral letters reccivcd on. Saturday 1

laft
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laft from the Cuftos and magiftratea of St. James's~

apprizing this p~ri{h of a rebellious diCpolition of the
Maroons being difcovered, the militia of Tre1awney
were colleCl:ed in as numerous a body as the ihort
Jlotice given them to prepare for {ervice would allow
of; and that they proceeded from the town of Fal­
mouth yefterday morning to Mr. Atherton's penD,
which is diftant about three miles from the Maroon
Town, where they arrived about two o'clock in the
afternoon. Shortly after, a Maroon, curying bis
lance, came down with a letter, which be delivered
to the Cuftoll, Mr. Tharp. The purport of it required
the attendance of the following gentlemen; viz. the
honourable John Tharp, Jarvis Gallimore, Edward
Knowles, James Galloway, efquires, and myfclf. We
accordingly put off our regimentals, and went up to
their town; where we found Major John James, their
former Superintendant, General Reid, and John
Mowat, efquire; who had gone up previoully to con­
fer with them. The Maroons, colleCl:ed in a body of
about three hundred men, received us, armed with
their ufual weapons, and difplayed at odr entrance
into the town evolutio!ls peculiar to their mode of
fighting. The gentlemen 6rft with them had miti­
gated much of their rage; but yet their tountenances'
and manners indicated a Cpirit of violence, which was:
firongly expreffed by the language and geftures em­
ployed in the detail of grievances, which I have in­
clofed to you. Other matters were alleged by them .
as grievances; which they were induced to rclinquith,
on condition that the gentlemen preCent would con­
fider themfdves pledget! to obtain reda'efs for what

y 4 was
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~ ~ififP·i4t ~,fut4Il\4nt., But at the fa.·time
ibc~i.lJg. " firUl,1l,ef& oi detmniu.ation to p\lrfue thei,
qPj~~,ii .h~ G.~'m~ were 110t to be granted. Under
"-"q cigu~~c:c-" little time could be afforded {~

~bCJ'~~p., W" wre~~ thought it.. ilt th~ inftant.
Q~t 'bM~"H _. app.eafe them by a prODJife, that,
t.he~r qnfes of A~~phii,u lhould ~ enquired" iuta ~
tJa,c \uijl~lJIC«1 ip; order that th,;y ~ight be; re4i~ffCldll'

. ,..ith ~l)jdA Mp'tMaoCe th~y app~re4 fat~&fied; but
.~l" n~ bf~ Il\Uns cqnfent to P4r. Cra.ikell'a re­
.~ fP bis-~~$ a.td, inlilllcll that Major James f\louldi
ltPIain ""'th thc:mMl.night, which hQ'igf"d to do.

\ "They. "ere ac~aintedwith tqe ~te.ded m.cetiJlt
of the &ufc ,of ~emblyearJJ in tAt: next montJ11
~~Ql they depc:.nd, thcir COBlp1aint~ "ill be attenqe-q~ .

If Se~ing an appearance of fatisfalHon amongO:.
them, wc quitted the town about fix o'clock in the

~vening, and. returned to the militia,remainin,g at Mr~
Atherton's penn,which was imrpediatciy di(~atg~d~

~)' order Qf ih~ Colonel (Bell). We have h~dno

~telligence from the: town. this mornin~; therc£o~e I
f!-\ppqfc th~1 will CQnti{lue quiet, this is ~ut my
Qwn opinion~ as alanns ftill c~i£t in. the miD~ of
p;eople.

cc I have the honour to be,
(( Your lordlhip's refpecHul humble fervant,

cc JA.MES STEWART.

IC '1rtlawflty, Mondny, 20 July, 1795'

er Ri:.''': IIclllJTlraHr .£/rl BnlcnrruJ &c. &c. C$c."
. .

, Stat,
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48talt '.! gritVtHlttl titmi/.J-t/ I'J' IW" 'MtirfXIIII 'U
, '2tWlI'U11HJ '2oWn,' ",,,J, ,1nl f ~tlJ ,if'JtJljs '1~jl

, hfqrt tht !Joiio'urfJJft' Johit. rntirp, Ja'""i ~J
. ~ Gtneral RtitI, ,JJti MoWit'; ~il GaiTin,Wi, 'Bit
, 'ft/tJrtl K"fJ'fIJln,. hiti· Jumtr d~itfiJttit-hJ;"'hJ5

'Wt1It to tht faid town, in confiqutnttd/II ftlt'N pin W
~on'fJlJ tht w!Jh of th~ M~rDOnI to hO'fJt a '""!ftrmct
with them.

Cl. They complain ofl:e'l'tlttrt UHreatment fufFered

by two of their young men, by a whipping inftiCl:ed
on thena at MontegaaBay. by the l1aad4 .r t, nave

(Gl'deJed by magifiratea); whi.. .thet &y ie an itll1
fringtment oftlae treat,. ,.; , ',,!; I ,

. r; 'j.

" ' 2. That the lands panted thedl GfiaJnQUy, 91' '"
country for their fubfiftence, being worn out by long
and repeated produClioris, ate: ndf futSdfnt' rb'l~rd
tbe pro.,ifiom neeeffary for, their (~.tlfer....
fore claim from the ifhnd an additional 4~.i

l~nd, and fay, that ~he ~dj~ini~u~ la~d,s,}he•.p~opertie8
of Mefl"ra.Vaughanand David' S'chaw, wo'014" tuit
them; and alfo, the lands commoiJiy'cait~lU~a'knbwW
by the name of Crews, now Robert KenyoIU w,g~d

bc convenient to them.

, 3. They complain againft the ccnrduet of Capuih'

Thomas CraIkeH, the Superintclldant ap~ointcd .lo
regulate the Maroon Town j and Cay, that he is not
qualified to diCcharge the neceffary duties of the o/li'ce j

fdr when t8c Y'O,mg men quarrel and fight, inftead Df
iuc:cl'eriug ~itb hit authority .t.o' adjuil. their di/{er-

y 3 . encell.



enccs, he appears frightened, and rllns to his houi'c
for Cafety; and as they have experienced the diCpoli­
tiQn and abilities of Captain John James (their latc
Superintendant), they arc defirous of his re-appoint­
ment to the office, and are advene to the appointment
of any other pcrCon.'

No. 7.

Ldttr jmn tlx C'fI/f),I !I St. 70tnu tD hit htJnour thl
LinJltnant-G.'trnor.

Cl My LOllD, MClIItego.Ba,. &11\ July. 1795.

Cl There has been a meeting held here, to receivc
the report of the geademen who went at the defire
of the magiftrates of this parifu, to hear the complaints
of the Maroons, and to epdeavouT to fettle the dif­
ferences CIlb6lUng between them and the white people.

cc From their YeTbal report it appears, that three
thin«' are neceiary to quiet the Maroons, which arc
u follows;

, Th~t the !aft law lhould be altered, in refpea to

the pUDiQunent of public whipping:

'That their Superintendaot fhould be removed,
and M~. James, their former Superintendant, or onc
of his Cons, be appointed in his place;

, That an addition of three hundred acres be made

to their land:

" The gentlemen atrembled on this occaGoo, both
of this patifh and Trelawney, arc of opinion, that

{Ilch



( 32 7 )

{uch requefts fhould be complied with by your lord.
fhip in part, and by the recommenJation of your
lordthip for that part which depends on the ]cgillature,
for tbeprefent peace of the country; leaving it to the
time of a general peace for fome plan and meafurel to
be purfued, which will, in future. fccure the COWltry

frgm alarm or damage from thi5 body of people.

" It was the fenfe alfo of this meeting, that I Ihould
recommend to your lq.rdlhip the jullice aDd propriely
of a fuitable provifion being made for Captain CraikelJ,
whom.it may appear necetrary to your lordthip to
remove, for the peace of the country; as it does not
appear that he has been deficient ill his duty, and
as the only motive for his removal is to comply,
in this inftance, with a prejudice which circumftances
have lately given rife to, without an imputation laying
agail1ft his official capacity. .

cc We have juft received your lordlhrp's !av6ur,
informing us, that three troops of light horfe were
ordered to proceed here. .1 am defired by the gentle­
men afi"embled at this meeting to make their beft
acknowledgments to your ]ordlhip, for the immediate
attention your lordfhip paid to the reprefcntations from
this parith.

cc I have the honour to be, :MY LORD,

re Your ]ordfhip's moll obedient,
cc ADd very humble fervant,

cc J. PALMER.

" Rilht Hot1$urable Earl Balea"tJ, f.$(. C:!,-. f.$(."

Y 4 NQ.8.
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N,. S.

Uttt,. fr(Jf1l the C,yIQI if St. JanuJ t,1m bonlUr u,.
Liluttnont.GWIt'nM"•

•, My L01lD, Montqo-Bay, -,.. July, .79S·

cc News having arriYed hom the interior of the
country, that the Maroons are ftill in doubts of die
peaceable intent of the whites, declaring that we ara
qnly delaying the bulinefs in ordc:r to c91le6l. force;
we therefore recommeqd your lordlhip to re-appoint.
with as little dc:Iay as poffible, Major Jam~s, or his
{on, to the fta~ion of Superintendallt. At the fame
~ime, all fame individuals among this body,·we are
informed. are prcfuming on the ~eafures that we
have entered iDto refpeeUng them. we beg leave to

luggeD: to your lordihip's conlidention, the neceffity
of giving the SuperiDtendant the nrongeft injunClioD'
to curb the refraClory fpirits among them, to encou­
rage their communication as ufual with us, but ,in
~rticular to make thc:m fenfible1 that they arc~ as
forD\erly, 8l1)cnab1c to the laws and ~agillracy of th~

~ountry, and to caution them againll their cOD\mitting
offences againn th~m. A fler thefe reports, we hope
your lordihip wiu fee the neceffity of retaining the
~ght dr,a~oons till thefe affairs are perfeC:Uy {ettled.

U From a moll. unfortunate circumllance, the packet
prepared for the poll, for your lord{hip'~ information
on this bulinefs, has been dttained: I have now the
honour to forward it. With great conlideration.

11 I h;lve the honour to be. MY LORD,

11 Your lordihip's moll obedient,
U And moA: humble fefVant~

IC J. PAl-MER.

cc Rizlt Rqnr;urahk Earl Bakarrtl, ~&. f.1,. f5••"
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No. 9-
Lnltr from John erlxtrp, tJqllirt, ID his honour the LinI­

tmant-GovtrlW'.
cc My LORD, Negril by South, :iSth Juty, 179S.

cc The hurry and buflle of the late diRurbance in
Trelawney Town, oc~upied by the Maroons, prevented
me from the honour of addreffing your lordfhip earlier
on the fubjelt; and although I anil myfelf of this
late opportunity, I truft it will receive your lordlhip's
excufe.

cc From fome improper condllCl: of the magiLUatea
of St. james's, ani a few trifling caufcs of difcontcnt,
tbe Maroons were aelually w a ftate of rebellion,
and I am confideftt, however light it might appear to
f,me, that hofi:ilities wOlolld have comme~Qed, onthcir
pjUt, a8 on Monday laft. Their prcfent Superin­
tendaot, Captain Crafkell, they have turned out of the
town; and indeed, I believe, from what I undcrftand,
that he is a very unfit perfon for that office, as they
requir~ and love a man of undaunted courage, and
OJ1e that will make them fenfible of it when occalion
reqllires. Major lames, their former Superimendaat,
is their idol; and nothing lefs than his re-appointment
will fatisfJ them. He (MajDr James) went alone laft
Sunday, and got thorn to name fuch as they wiDled to

fee at their town: I was one; and upon my arrival
1found them in every refpeCl prepar~' for hoftilitics.
Aa Mr. Stewart, whom we deputed to give your 10ft!.
fisip the particulars of this event, has already'do=·
Co, a repetitiPD here will be 1UU1eceffiuy: but we
judged lit ~ period, whca OUf lODg~boatsare dail,

captured
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captured by the French privateers, compored of motly
crews, that, if all account of hoftilities were known,
it would be a fine opportunity for the brigands to
bayc executed their favourite plan of univerfal dc­
flrutlion to nriri£h propeny; and. therefore we judged
it highly proper to temporize with them, particularly
as their claims were not unreafonable; although the
number of Maroons may not exceed three hundred,
yet the faftnctfcs they poifefs, and the command of
all the mountain provilions, with the aid they could
at pleafure receive from our Oaves, were forcible
caures for taking upon us to rec~mmend an accom­
plHhment of their demands; and I hope that your
lordfhip will feel the neceffity of our acquiefcence.
To-morrow I {ball depan with the fleet from this
place; but I could not do fo without doing what I
conceiveJ to be my duty, and without atrurlng your
lord!hip that I am, MY LORD,

" With the utmoft refpea,
Cl Your moft obedient,

" And very humble fcrnt'lt,
" JOHN T'UllP.

Cl Right Honourable Earl Bakarrt/, ~,. &,. f!J~."

No. 10.

Ldur from IfaM Laftelles Win". tJ'Iuirt, to Ltwis
Cuthkrt, tJquirt.

"DEAR sIll, Adclphi, ~tb July 1195.

Cl Mr. Vaughan aDd myfelf being ill 'the habit of
proTidir'lg alternately mdfengers to carrT public dif­
patd1Cs, and this being my turn, he has jun: now feot

m. the inclofed letter, to be Iorwarded to you, which
he
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he has iertopen for my pcroral, and de6n:d me to
add any thing material that may hayc reached me

{ince w~ p.ar~d laft night relativc to thc Marool18o

cc As it mull {hikc you. that the information Mr.
Vaughan mentions, of three Maroons being in quc!
of Captain CraIkell, with iDteDt to aU"affinate him, it
touHy repugnant to the other accounts of the prcfent
peaceable appearancc of the Maroons; and if the
former be true. the latter muft be faHacious. and the
behaviour of that people deceptious; I think it may
be proper to add, that Mr. Love, whom Mr. Vaughan
mentions as the alilthor of the information. relides
with his wifc and {even children upon a mountain
contiguous to my penn, called Summer-Hill, ,which
joins the Maroon lands; which affords me opportunity
of knowing his (Love's) charac\c:r: He is an ignorant
credulous babbling creature, on whore report no con­
fidence can be placed. There is, I believe. no doubt
dlat the Maroons did. in the commencement of this
difturbance. menace both Mr. Vaughan and Captain
Cralkdl; which Love, I fuppofe. has learRed, and
endeavoured to make a merit of communicating what
\Yc knew fix days lioce.

" Upon the whole, this cloud {eems, difperling,
without producing the fiorm it once threatened:
neverthelefs, it merits the ferious attention of govern..
ment; we live amougft ftubble, fuHy dry, and a few
incendiaries might eafily put it in a blaze. The ex­
ample: thofe people have juft now fet our negroes is
dan&eroua in the extreme; and that they had evil

iDten-
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intCDtioas in the beginning. I fear is too true; £of
though tbe Bogging two of their people is made the
oftedble reaCon of their talWng u~ arms, it is certain

that they had exhibited great turbulence, and dropped
menaces, a week preYiou8 to d;lat punilhment being
jnliaed on the two delinquents. However, it {eems
to me, that very material adnntages may be derived
to the public from this occafJOD, if it be nailed of ~

and that proYilian may be made far aur future fecarity.
in a way that lhaU Ceern to be gracious conceffions ori
our Part. and favours to the Maroons. It is bettel'
that gO'Yernmmt lhould have the trouble of peru6ng
many unimpanant papers, than that it ihould mifs of
One {alutary {uggeftion: I will put down my ideas
on this Cubjea. and t.ake the liberty of ttoubling you
with them by paR. '

" I am, in great Jufte, DEAR Silt,

" Refpeafully yoars,
" I. L. WINH•

.. !Aula Cllthlm, '.flJllin, 8J1mf/h-'T(J'flJI1."

No.n.
Ldt". frltll Sa",u,1 Yaughan, '.fq-', trJ L6fuis CuJDJn-')

tfiJuirt.

H DEAa SIlt, Montego-tl.y, 1.6th July, 17'95-

!If" The affair of the' r.raroon!f is of Co much con­
Cequence to the country, that it deferves :t little pains
to be taken to obtain '11 perfe8: knowledge of ir, ancf
fa fenle it~ This letter then would require little­
apology, if it did not even fent as a cGntinuation to

my ~ormer correfpondcnct on thill fubjclt.'
Cl My
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·cc My taa letter, fent three days finc:e i.tlit lIif.
patches to Lord Balcarres.; which I fuppofe yOll re­
ceiYed,coDtaioed a mixture of pleafant and unpleiICant
accounts. The prefent one will conGft chiefly of the
irft, and preferit almoft the happy clore of this dif.
agreeable bufincfs.

" The wlUte man who refufed meat to the Maroon.,
in a fecoRd reprefeutation, tells me, the Maroons de.
Gred him to call tac driver to flog them, when he
blamed their impertinence. and that he 6mply WeI.
he would make a complaint to their Colonel and Major
James. Lieutenant Bernard, who was the particular
perfon who olrended, has fince been to the wbite
man, and made an apology, giving as an excufe, that
he had taken too much rum.

(( I have (inee fent the ove,(eer of Vaughan's-field.
to the town. He fays, the people are very peaceable;
and as their late Superintendant is remo~ed, they arc
very well fatisfied, if they are let alone. The ac­
counts which may come from Mr. James, I dare fay,
will corroborate this account.

cc The letters from Colonel Swaby of St. Elizabeth,
and- Captain Forhes of Accompong Town, give the
be{\; acconnts of the fidelity of the Accompong ne·
grocs, who are to renew their compaCl with the
whites next Tuefday; when all the younger are to

he baptifed. They have afred entirely by Captain
Forbell's advice and dirceHons.

4 " On
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. ',. On the other hand are only thefe two reports;
eoe from a Mr. Love, who has the care of a plantation
in the neighbomhood. that three Maroons are noW'
iD {earth for Captain Crafkell, with intent to kill him.
alJe other comes from onc of Vaugball's-fidd negrocs.
who defires I would not go up there, as the Marooas
threaten my life. I do not place any confidence in
citherreport: but thalI inform Mr. Jame. of them.
1 have written to our agent by the ieet, giving him
• '{hore 'vieW' of the whole, to {atidy all concerned
Wi&h thi!s country at home, and to give him the lateft

ICtOIints•

. :" .The light: .hone are in our barracks j and both
aakers and men are highly fatis6ed with them.

" [ remain, DEAR SIR,

" Your's, very Gncerely,
" SAId. VAUGHAN,junior.

·UP. S. If I have time, I will, next polt. fend you

a copy of my letter to the agent.

" Lrwil Cuthbrrt, tJquirt, SpanYb crown."

No. I:t.

Lrttrr jrlJm Thomfll Crlfftrll, ifIJuirr, Suprrintenaant of
erre/awn? Marooll erfJ'Wn, tD bil hDnour thr Lieuhllout

GO'fIrrnDr.

er ~Jy LORD, MonlcgO·1lay, ul\ J.lr, '795'

er Yflur Iordthip will have been informed of the
difl:urbances that have lately takm place amongft the
Maroons of Trcla'll'tley Town, from the magifirates at.'

this



( 335 )

this parilh and from'I'reIzwney. I took every ftep in
my power to pt'e"ent its riling to fo fel'ious a point,
ofFering my mediation between them and the whites;
aDd thought I had obtain~d my objea, by receiving
their folicitation for a compromife, and a propofal tD
panHh the delinquents themfelves. Previous, how­
CYCr, to the anCwer of the magiftrates, thirty-nine
....aited on me, and told me to go to the whites, and
to tell them, they were ready to receive them i at tDc
fame time, I muft not return to the town. AB they
were perfe£Ny Cober at this time, and as many wae

l'I'cfent in this body of thofe who h~d defired ,an
accommodation, I am inclined to believe, the propoCal
for accommodation was Gmplyon their part to gain
time, to prepare themfelves for the whites. At this
Jlotice, I imlUcdiately went to Vaughan's-fic:ld, an
adjoining plantation, and fent an exprefs to the magi­
{bates below, informing them of the circumftance, ill
order that we might have time to prepare for any
attack on their part. I tecei'fed, on my arrival at
Vaughan's-6dd, an anfwer from the magiflrates, 8<:­

cepting the· accommodation propofed. 'and I then
wrote up to the 1\13roon Town, and at the fame time
Cent this letter of the magifrrates, deliring the Colonel
would either himfelf come'to "me at Vaughan's.fic:ld
penn, or fend an intelligent officer that I might talk
over the buunefs, and promif::d l.e fhould not be
detained; which they did not think proper to comply
with, but wrote me in anrwer, "That they would
fend one of their people to me on Sunday the 19th,
for the anfwer from the magiftrates to a challenge
they QOW rent; adding, if they got nom: by the 20th

1 ~
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lit DiJte o'clock, tJaey would (if ~ wJntet did no'
come to them) go and meat them themfelvea." I
waited at Vaughan'a-field till the J 9th, tMt the Ma..
rooDS might not fufpc8. that fteps ..ere taken to

fupprcfs them; but on that day (as Mr. Vaaghm had
wrote up to his ovcrfeer to leave the propertr. and tea
take along with him the negroes), I thollght it prudino
to retire below i but previwfly wrote to the Marooa
Colonel, that I had left it to go to the bay, to pl'Ocura
an accommodation. for them, and fbotlld .retllrft ·in
two days. Tbis 1 did alfo with a view to gain furthc2
time, being !enlib'Te they had colleClecl already thei,
ftrength. Your lordihip will have been informed of
cbe further proceeQings, from the magiftrates. I have
only to rc:~ueft of your lordihip to order a court of
enquiry upon myfelf, that, as an officer, my ~haraau

and conduct in this bufinefs may be cleared up. I
have been prefent this day at a meeting of the gentle.

men of tlli, parilhj on this affair; and remade thea
recommendation to your lordlhlp that I ihould be
rcmoyed. I fhould be far from witbing, on any

occafion, to interfere with the general peace of the
country; and if the meafure of my removal would
render the Maroons aids troubldome body and a kfs
dangerous onc, by complyfng wirh their wiihca I {hall
moll cheerfully acqLliefce in it: but as I have under­
taken this line as a means of livelihood 1 as I left
former conneClions to enter into it; and as 110ft the
opportuniry of getting into the light horfe, with thofe
additional lieutenants who were promored to it in
1793, to which I was entitled by being a half-pay
licLlten:mt, in confequcnt:e of my holding the Ration

in
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ill the Milroon town; I hope your lordfhip, if mJ
condua has been (as I truft it will be found to be the
cafe) unexceptionable, will afford me fome other
meilns of employing myfelf in hi. Majefty's fervice,
in which I have now been fifteen years il lieutenant,
and was on femce at St.Juan's on the Spanifu maiD,
and in'th!s Uland a great part of the laft war.

cc I haye the honour to remain, MY LORD,

er Your lordfuip's moft obedient humble femnt,

" THOS. CRASKELL.

"Richt Ho"oura61t Eat'1 Bakarrtt, &c. ESc. &c."

No. r3.
Lttttr from Samutl Yaughan. tlqu;rt, tQ Ltw;s Cuth~trt,

tJq~l;rt.

" DEAR SUl, Monrego,Bay, :18th July, 1795.

" I do' not know the contents of thc difpatches from
Trclawney, but am perfuaded thofc from this pari£h

.. were with every confideration of the prcrogative of
the govc:rnor, with whom every thing'muLl: originate
in reepeCl to the Maroons.

cc There is no private hiLl:ory in the bu6nefs, to
occa/ion meafure'S different from what might be thought
prop::r in town. An accommodation with them was
made', becaufc: we have no military force to aa on
the infhnt; time was requilite to colleCl: the militia;•there was an uncertainty whether negroes might not
be; coondled with them; the co operation of the other'
Marool1 towns, particularly of Accompong Townf

VOL. I. Z was



was expelled; the nature of their warfare was cheadctf;

as alfa the etfell a difturbance would have on the
credit of this country among the monied men at home.

There are the motives that induce the landed intereft
and great proprietors here to with for an accommoda­
tion; and when they found it was attain:lble, by {uch
trifling racrifices as have been recommended to ba
granted, they did not hefitate to {anelion them.

U The mode that was adopted to quiet the Maroons

was unqueftionably the very bell:. There is a re­

fpech.bility (if I be allowed to ure the expreffion)'

prererved by this town, unknown in the other fmaller

ones; and the fpirit of their treaty and inr.itution is

with far greater purity kept up, and the old men ha\"c

a very extenfive influence over the body in general.

There two points, joined to the influence pofit-ff~d by

the landed proprietors, by means of the heacls of the

town (who generally adopt their names, and receive

occafional benefits from them, which attaches them to
thde particular. per[ons), rendered the latter the findl:
means of becoming acquainted with the c3uft"s of their

di£I:ltisfatlion; and they wer.e alfo better enabled to

fiop it than a court of juftice or an armed force. The

gentlemen went up as friends and mcdiators, and

were confidered as {uch; nothing was pledged but

recommendation; which of courfe leaves the terms

()pen. either to rejeClion or modification, as may be

thought proper by the executive. '

er The language made ufe of at this conference by

the Maroons further points out the propriety of it:
. for
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for infhnce; cc You are our tattas, we your childrert ;

our fituation and fuperiority we have in this country

we have from our' conneC1ion with you; but when

we do the duty required of us for thefe advantages,

do not fubjeCl us to infult and humiliation by the very
people whom we arc fet in oppofition to." They
then related to us the triumph and language of the
workhoufe people who flogged them, and whom they
had previouOy taken up and lodged forpunifhment
in the workhoufe; and who, of courfe, made ufe of
{uch an opportunity to rev~nge themfeIves on the
Maroons.

" Had the gentlemen known, that the Accompong
negroes would not join; that they were unconneCled
with the negroes; that, on the contrary, the negroes
would, on the fmall plantations near the town, and

genera))y in the low lands, evince the fpirit of oppofi..

tion they did, even for their complete extirpation;
had they known (as I fancy will turn out to be the
cafe) that the town itfeJf was divided, the milder and
more numerous p~lft being kept in awlt by the fmallet
and more violent; yet ftill they would, in my opinion,
have made the recommendation, in order to avert
hoftilities, which would have been attended with far
worfe confequcnces to the country, than the immediate

damage they might have occafioned. I have, in my
former letters, mentioned the accommodation to be
contrary to the fentnnents of the middling claffes of
this town, and the negroes; but fiill you muft re-'
gard' it to be that of the great landed' proprietors,
who muft be fuppofed to underftand what is moO;

Z ~ likely
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likely to maintain the peace and the intercll of the
country.

le The- Koommendation al[o is not unufual; for,

onl, three years ago, the parilb of St. Jilmes rccom­

PMnacd ~ir complaints to the attention of govern­

ment. and the late law was in. part the confequence

of the f~gelhons then throwD out.

le The gentlemen, as I mentioned in a former letter,

certainly forgot to require the punilhment or delivery:

of the delinquents who were guilty of the riot at

Montego-Bay: but this may be required by the Go­

ternor, and any other fatisfailiDn that may be thought

J\ecdfary to rcftrain them in future, or to pre~nt

alarm; and they are in fo humiliating a cOlldirion (as

Major J~me8.repre£ents), that thel'C is nothing that

may be rt'tluired of them but ",hat will be acceded to.

~ man·i. now in ~s there, by his order, fOf an

impertinent rxprefiioD J and tbe body of Maroons

have ofrererl to {acrifice him, ratht'r than aggravate

the pre[enr offelKC. To-mol'Tow, Major James fayst

fome of their officers will be hue, to make their

fubmifIion. I have, however, jun. received meffages

from Vaughan's-field negroes, not to trufr myfdf

there, on account of tl!e threats of fome of there

people, who are con{\antly in amhulh about it, with.

bad intention9 ag:liDfr myfelf. Thi, makes it clear.

that whatever may be the fentimU}t of the body, llill

tftcre are TtfraClory difcontentcd fpiritll, tllat n:'luire.

all example to rellr~in them, and to eftabJilll the 91d..

dominiOJI cf.lilW over thClm.

" I lhin!l;
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cc I thiok it' is DeC~(fMf to rncnt~, to yOll, that, ~
the time the gent~emen went to tJle ~onftfl~nce, me
Maroons had obliged Captain Cralkell to quit the
town, with the full -determination JleVCr to admit him
again. He {hid at our penn tin:I rc<:oived, and Cent
him. intimation of his danger; ,aDd he only (lIvtd
him(clf lty abou.t fin hours from certain death,as oar
penn was attacked, as m~tioned in a lttter I feftt
you. for tbat particlLlar putpofe. Miljar- James, with­
out the fmalleR: intention of interf.eringw,ioh the exe­
cutive. was defired to remain among diem, that be
might. by his influence and preft'nce, prevent their
being guilty of any overt aa: againftthc peace by
them, till tbe bu6nefs was arranged by the executive.
I faw Major James ydladay. who memioned that
neither himfdf nor his [on could accept of the ap­
pointment, under ,the prefeDt law of nine Inonth.
reGdence.

(( As a further motive for fc:ttling tllis affair without
open hoftility, I thiuk it proper to inform you. that
the negroes of feveral eftates have, within there few
days, ,made complaints againft management, although
belonging to eftates that are underftood to be managc4
with great clemency. I was on the pench to-day.
with our Cuftos and another magiftrate, when a'

complaint of this kind came from all the negroc8 at
Content e{late, in this pariCh. Mr. Barrett tells me
he goes this evening to Anchovy-Bottom, to quiet.
tomplaint of a 6milar nature. Try:al negroeshave
done the fame yeLkrday; and the Cuft08 has, within
there few days, bad.four or five 6milar applicationL

Z 3 Whence
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Whenceooes this arife, but from the times? and
what check have we fo etfetlual as the Maroons?

cc On examination it will be found, perhaps, that
much thort of what you ~ay conceive in town will
check the Maroons; and to check them is allowed on
all hand. as neceflary. But in the confideration of
the bufinefs it thould be recolJeded, that, in the re·
bellion of 1766, the Maroons brought in the head
or the pafon of eyer, fiave in rebellion, in the (pace
of one month.

"The difpatches dated the 23d, from Lord Bal..
canes, are juft delivered to me (two o'clock); and I
have forwarded them, after peruting that for th
Cuftos and Captain Cralkell. They are fo late, that
the Cuftos cannot anfwer this paft; nor can Captain
Crafkell, or the Maroons, be up by the 31ft. It is
thought proper, therefore, by the cunos (who is juft
defiring me to mention it), that no interruption is
thought proper to be made to the intention of the
:Maroons coming down to· morrow ; as fomething may,
in confequence, arife favourable to the fettlemellt
of the bufinefs in town; nor is there time to fiop .
them. CaptOlin Cr~fkdl is at l'"lamfiead. Our Cuftos
""ill fet out fron: here next Saturday for town; a~d

about the time he arrives there, he fuppofes the
Maroons, with their Superintendant, will be able to
be there. Yo~ will pleafe to communicate this to
his lordfuip, making the necetTary apology forhia
orders Dot being fo immedi<!tely complied with, and

for the CUfi08 not writing by this opportunity. If
3 the
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the difpatches had come by the poft, which came out
of SpaniIh Town after the mdfengcr, they would
have" been twenty-[even hours earlier here, and all
parties woul(! have been Oil the bay. With this, I
fend you a copy of my letter to the agent, intended
to prevent alarms in England, that might prejudice
the credit of the country; in {aa, to prevent bills
being noted, that went by the packet, from falfe

'rumors. You may forward it by any opport\Jnity.

" I remain, DEAR SIR,

" Your a.lfured and very obedient fervant,

cc SAM. VAUGHAN,junifJr.

U P. S. The Speaker, Cull.os, Mr. Barrett, Colonel
James, &c. &c. all know the contents of this letter•.

" P. S. I obferve the light horfe are ordered to
town, when affairs are fettled. On the late occafion,
they could not have been effeaive till the fourth or
fifth day after they left SpaniIh Town, in confequence
of fatigue. This points out the propriety of a body
being ftationd here, when fuch can be fpared from

town; for, in cafe: of difturbance, they will have a
march to m<lke even from here.

" Lt'lviI Cuthbert, ifquirt:."

No. 14•

..rhe Examination if 'Thomas CrqJkell, ifquire, Superifl­
tmdallt if T,-t:lawney 1llaroon 'lown.

cc ~ What is your fituation and officel

cc A. Superintendant of TrelawncJ Town.

Z 4 " ~ Is
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er ~ la it rour opinion that the Maroons of Tre­
lawney Town caD command the aid of the plantation
negroes, or a con6derable part of them, in their
neighbourhood, It pleafure 1

er A. From the general intercourfe which the Ma­
roons hne with the plantation negroes all over the
country, they might influence: a conlidcrable part, if
not all of them.

er ~ How long have you aCl:cd in capacity of
Superintendant?

cc A. Since the 20th December, 1792 •

er ~ Have TOU any reafon to fufpeCl: that the
Maroon. of Tre1awney TO"'B have had intentions of
creating a general infurre£\ion in this i1landl

cc..tt. I do not think they bad auy immediate inten­
tions of c1wng fo; but believe, froln their conduCl,
it was their intention to have done fo jn a few months.

Captain Jarrett, having taun offenee at a punifument
infliCl:ed on two Maroons, raid, it was a {hame i but
die time was not yet come. Captain J.lfrett is one
of the principal of the Maroons.

" THOMAS CRASKRLL.

or Cf'alm andf'flJlNl h"ft,.t mt,

this JjJ Stpttmbt,., 1795,
Mrmttgo-Boy, ",

" RO!lERT JACK,SON."
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lYf. t 5-
E:draf'1l frfJIII tht E"aminrdim of John M~" fatt

A./fij1atit if Trt/aW1lty Maroon Town; tal:m 6tfort

tht Cummtmtkr in Chiif at Htad.!trrarltrl, Yaughan's­

field, tht 16th Auguj/, t 795•

" ~ Did you ever knQ1!r that the Muoons had
tampered with any e(\ates negroe&, 01' others, to induce
tllem to join them in rebelli.on againft the whites?

Cl A. That one night, {hordy before the proclama­
tion was ilfued, when the deponent was in bed, and
the Maroons fuppofed him aneep, he overheard a
converfation to the elfeel, that about one hundred
cfiate negroes were ready and willing to join them.

" ~ Did you evM' hear that any plantation ne­
groes had any ammunition concealed, for the ufe of

the MarOOn!.

"A. At the time abme flated, I alfo overheard
that the hundred negroes, £aid to be ready to join
them, had a quarltity of gun-powder, to the amount
of about two kegs, which they had concealed in the
woods.

" -t- You r~ad and explained the Commander in
Chief's proclamation to the Maroons?

"A. I did.

" ~ What did they fay of it, after they under­
flood it.

"A.. Col~



cc A. Colonel James, Tbarp, and JacHon, recom­
mended their coming down, and fubmitting themfelves
to mercy; but the young men pofitively refufed it,
2nd [<lid, the militia were fools to think of coming
iDto thefe woods to fight with them."

No. 16.

crht D~.fttion of Ltoh Flttchall.

~ Saith, That about three weeks ago, between the
time of the difputes between the magillrates of Mon­
lego-Bay and the Maroons, and the time of Lord

. BOIlcarres coming down, this ~eponent heard perfoos
in converfation, one of whom making ufe of the

npreffioo, 'They have fent one to France,' her
aariofity was thereby much excited. That file further
Mud, apparently the fame fay, 'Things are not there
as they are here; there, all are citizens, and upon a
footing; here, we are kept in ignorance, and know
nothing; but we will wait and fee llow the matter
cnds. If they get tbe better, then will be the time
for us to come forward:" That further com'erfation
pafkd; but the above was· all this deponent could

.diflinClly hear: That there appeared to be only two
perions, and, from their dialeCl, either people of
colour or negroes; but they were fo fituated, that
they could not be fun from the place where the
deponent was. her

LEAH ~ FLETCHALL.

cc S'l/)'Tfl bif;re me, at Mon- mark.

1'1J/}-Bflj, tl'iJ 27th ofAu-
/(UJl, 1795.

~' JOHN CUNNINCH.n{~'·

No. 17.

Digiti" oogle
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No. 17.
Extrafl from tht Examination of John Graham, a MU4

latto Man, wor!ing a1 11 Carpmt~r in 'l'rt/awnty
Maroon 'Iown; taken at Montego.Bay, the 'le;th
AuguJI, 1795'

Cc That the Maroons faid, they expeCl:ed to he
, joined by olle hundred and fifty 11aves to begin with i

but that afterwards they would be joined by thou­
fands; that when once they got the advantage over the
whites, all the flaves would join them; that one and
all agreed in holding this language, excepting Colonel
James, who was then lick in bed, and Tharp, who
was abfent from the town: That the Maroons did not

expetl: they would be attacked fo foon; but that they
lhould previoufly be joined by the one hundred and

fifty naves: That they expelled to gain a great deal
by their battle, if commenced whilfl: the French were
at war with the Englilh in St. Domingo: That they
had al[o faid, the flaves had got a keg of gunpowder
for them."

NO.18.

Ex/raf/ j"m the EXil1l1inatiM of lW/a Ha/i, a MlIlattl1
Man, w"l:il/g as a Carpenter in 'Ire/awl/ey Maroon

'I'o·wn; taken at .Monfrgo-Bay, the 29th Augt1l, 1795.

" Thlt he has heard the Maroons fay, they eJ.-

peCl:ed to be joined by 0.lle hundred and fifty flaves to
begin with; and by very great numbers all over the
ifland afterwards; that when they once got the advan­

tange over the whites, all the flaves would join them;
that thefe feemed the fcntiments of the Maroons in

general, excepting Colonel James and Tharp."

No. '9'
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N•. 19'

Examinatim of Wi//iam, taktn up on Friday, 14 AtlgttJI,

1795, at Spring-Gardm EJlatt.

le Says, That he belongs to Robert LintoR, at Par­
naiI'us; that hc has becD runaway two months; that
after being taken up, he got away a fecond time, and
ftaid with --, a'watchman belonging to the eftate
of Thomas Roberts; that in going to Spring-Mount,
thro~h the wood., he was taken up by threc Ma­
rooOi, viz. Captain James Palmer, John Wallacc, and
~aco, on Friday the 7th inftant, and was afked by
Palmer. if he would go with them to fight againlt
the white people; that they took him with th~m into
thc woods between Samuells and Bandon; they re­
mained there a week; that then ~aco and Palmer
went with him in the night to Belvide;e, 011fa Wallace.
who has a wife there, to get people to join them.
WalIace went towar(ls Seven-Riv~rs, and Palmer and
Q.!!aco with him (William) to Eden, through the
woods, fearful of being ftopped by the guard at Mount
Pelier; that they went to a fellow belonging to Eden,
called Harry; that ~aco alked Harry if he would
join th~m; Harry demanded, for what i ~aco an.
(wered, to fight againfl: the white people; that he
(Harry) helitated, and ~aco told him, that they
would kiB all that would not join them, on which
Harry confented, but alked if they would let him go
and fee his wife; Palmcr and ~aco anfwered, they
did not wilh to fiay long, left they fhoutd be takell
up; that Harry aiked, what they would. do if the
whites ~t the upper hand; they anfwered, they did

not
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bOt intend to 6gbt the whites immediately, until thej
faw how tbofe who are now engaged came OD; that
they had not fuffic:ient powder to begin, but were going
about to fee what they could get, and to get more
people to join them; that they told Harry, if the
whites got the bettc;r of thofe who were now fighting,
they could not get the better of thofe who were to
join them. He fays, wben he was taken, Palmer
gave him three cuts on the wrift, and caught the
blood in-a calabalh, intending to make him drink it
the next noon, and ,fwear not to return to his mafter,
but to go about to get people to join them; that
James Palmer is not among the Maroons engaged,
but belongs to the party who took. him; that they
fiay in _a cave in the woods, aback of Bandon) and

near SaOluell's. He promifes, on condition of for..
givenefs, to difcover the different haunts of this party,
and feems willing to have his life at ftake on the

rcfulr."

erh~ abo'l.~ e){amination WO! taken thi! 17th day .Augu./')

htJor~ D. Bernardjunior, and F. C. SeoU.

No. 20.

Lttter from the Ct!flO! of Y'nlawnry, to Samuel P'aughtln,
ifquirt. one of the Jl,fagij/ratts of St. JOints.

cc DEAR SIR,

"I am this moment honoured with your packet,.
and wilh I could return a more favourable report to
its contents. The Maroons aplJear to be meditating
of mifchief. and unlds they are de.tlt with very
politically, they will, in, my opinion, bring on fimiJar

4 evils
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nils to thofe of St. Domitlgo, or the other windward
i1lands. One of the well inclined was here yeficrday,
my name-fake; and he affured me, all the young
people were ripe for any thing, but exclaimed very
much againll t~e prefent Superintendant, and declared,
that, unlefs he was removed, evils wouldenfue. It
has been reported here, that the Maroons have de­

clared, that if the brigands come down, they would
inflantly join them; for that they could not be wode
than the white people wifhed to make them. This I
do not doubt myfelf; but am fatisfied we fhould care­
fully avoid the evil day, and not precipitate it; for
the influeuce of the Maroons with our Degroes mull
produce certain ruin to all of U9.

Cl I am on the eve of departure, the {hips going
out on Thurfday morning; but as I mean to fpend
~unday next with my friend Mr. Palmer, either at
Rafe-Hall or Brandcm·HilI, I fhould be happy we
could meet there, and talk over this bufinefs. In the
mean time, I will take fteps to prohibit the fale of
powder, &e. to the Maroons, from the Ilore-keepers

at Falmouth, in fueh a manner as fhall be moO: pri­

1late, and without giving fufpicion of any caufe for fo
doing.

U I am, with much refpeCl, DEAR SIR,

" Your moll obedient humble (ervan t,

" JOHN THARP.

"Good H~p(-, lIfonday morning, I 3t,; Jul)" Ij95.
" Samuel Vaughal1J ifquire, St. Jama.".

No. 21.
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No. 21.

An Examination taten befire the HonourahIe Ceorge

Murray, CL!flos if the Par!Jh of W fIlmorelund; John
Lewis, one of the ReprefentativtJ of the laid Purifb;
JamtJ Lawrence, Colonel of the laid Par!Jh; 'rhomar
Barter, Lieutman! Colonel; Wil/iam Loch, Afajcr;

and Da'fJid Fin/nylon, one of the Magijlratu of tlx
£aid PariJh.

" Abraham, a negro man, belonging to the Bog
cRate, ill the [aid paTilh, declares, that, on the

AuguR, he was with. ~alhie, King, Aberdeen, and
another negro, at work in the woods, fpEtting fuin­

gles: That three Maroons, nam('d Johnfon, Drown,
and Cuffee Le11ie, came to them, and ordered them

to deli/l; from work, and go with them: They re­

monfirated; but the Maroons alked, if they did
not know there was a quarrel with the backra's ant!
Maroons; that backra had fpoiled the country j and

they mufi: go with them, and when they had got the

better of the backra's (white people), they fuould live
very eafy, and fuould have their freeclom: However,
they perfifl:ed; but the Maroons declared, they would

cut off their heads, and were armed with gun, lance,

cutla:s, allcl knives: That they (the negroes) were
carried unto the deep wood, and were told, they were

going to the Maroon town: At night they were tired,

ftruck Sre, and roaRed vi8uals, and then went to

fieep. ~afhie, King, and Abraham, availed them­
felves of their being afleep, and ran away, returning

immediately to the dlatc, and furrendering them-
felves
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fdyes to the overfeer. Haac, brother to the others,
was a1£o taken by them, but not at the fame time.
His evidence differing very materially from the others,
and fome circumftances appearing {ufpicious, he was,
from great caution, committed to gaol. The four
firft coincided exaClly in the fame fiory, and, by
appearance and confiftency, with advice from the
magiftratell, and promi{c:s of reward to take up the
Maroons, were rent home.

U A negro named Aberdeen was taken away, and
is not retumed.

"My LORD,

" You will permit me to apologize for this rough
examination, taken before me anti others j but as it
was your lordatip's particulAr wiili to receive it, and
"uuR. to my memory, I have: written it out, ;md Olewed
it to Mr. MW"ray, who acquiefces to tIte fubftance of
the evidence, and believes it true.

,
cc I have the honour to be,

"l\1Y LORD, with very great refpeu,
Cl Your lordlhip's moft obedient [avan',

" JOHN LEWlS."

No. :2:2-

E1Clralf of a Ldltr from Rob"t Campbt/I, cJquirt, t,

nomas Hnrptr, if'}uirt, at M,nt'go -Bay, dotul,
IC NMV rodt, lYJay 18, 1795.

"There is no news here but what you have in

Jamaica ere this reaches you. General ----, a
mulatto
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mulatto, in St. Domingo, declared to a gentleman

'"ho lodges in this houfe, and often dined with him;

that the cap of liberty would be put up ill Jamaica this
(ummer. So kefp a good look-out among Y911!'

No.u.

'rhe Declaration and Examination of Jean 70/1 Moran.

Ion, ta/un the 28th .Aag'!J1, 1795:

" I left France fome time in the month of April,
J7Y4. bound fDr Jilcmel: I was the bearet of papers
which citizen Tallien, one of the principal rcptefen.
tatives pf the people, had delivered to me for the:

commandant of the diftritl of Jacmel. At that fame
lime, three Frenchmen, etltrufted with a fecret miffioll
to PolYe~1 and SanthonaJ', failed from France: One
of there three was taken in a .,eKe! which pa['ed for
a Dane, and brought to Jamaica aboUt fifteen months
ago. I arrived at New York iD all the month of
July, from whence I went to Philadelphia, to fee:
Citizen Fauchet, the Miniller Plenipotentiary for the
Republic, with whom I had been intimate at Paris.
I informed him that I was going, refpeClins the pro;.
perty of my wife, to Jacmel, and that t was the
~ear-cr of a packet for the commandant of that place I

which rapers I left with him until the time I ihoulcl

.depart for Jacmel. I remained three day. at the
iKlufe of Citizen Fauchct J dl1ring which time w.
1llways fpoke of atTain of politics: His attachment
to me induced him to impart with me JIIattel'l of the:

"tmoft: confequence, particularly what concerned Ja­
maica. 1 went rhe-n to join my wife at New YQJk,

VOL. 1. A a ,feet
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~ter having a!ked of Citizen Fauch,et to procure me

a diru~ opportunity for Jacmel. At New York, I
enquired flJr veffels to execute my voyage; but the
want of fuch an opportunity, together with the terror
which had been infpired to me refpeaing Hifpaniola,
induced me to return to Citizen Fauchet, and begged

of him to find out fame pretence to fend the papers
I had left with him, telling him, I would not expofe
myfelf by going to a place where I had everything
to fear. Eight or ten days after, he fent, by the way
of St. Thomas, the Citizen Seche, who undertook
the miffion, and delivered the packet to Rigaud, and
returned to Philadelphia; nine weeks after, or there­
about, we learnt the arreA:ation of Polverel and
Santhonax. Having returned to Philadelphia, Citizen
Fauchet told me, he had received orders from Rigaud,
and the Republican Chiefs at Hifpaniola, to raife as

many men of colour as pofIible on the continent, in
order to fend them to Jamaica, there to be employed
to infurreCl: the negroes of tllat ifland, unclt'r a pre­

tence of liberty and equality. The fame Fauchet gave
me a letter to carry to Citizen Lt Arcumbal, the Conful
at New lark, to engage him to procure fame people
of colour for that purpofc, and to fend him an account
of it. At the end of a few days, to my certain
knowledge, a citizen of colour, who fpoke Englilh,
and who kept a correfpondence with Citizen Granville.
a1(o a man of colour, who was then a prifoner in
J amaic3, failed from New York, difguifed as a fore­
maA: man, in a fchooncr to come to .K.ingfton, and
find his faid friend. Citizen Fauchet came to New
York, where he fpent fome days with me: He had

S come
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come there on purpofe to pTepare the necefl"ary hor.
pitals for the {quadron, which had been announced
to him. I had an opportunity of knowing the orders
he had ju(\; received from the National Convention:
It was ordered to him, to procure 3 great quantity
of provifions; to fend immediately an exprefs to get
ready, at Cape Franc;ois, hofpitals, lodgings, and bar­
racks; it was alfo mentioned, to f~now the orders
of Lavaux and Rigaud, for what particularly concerned
Jamaica. Some time after, the Citizen Commifi"ary
Hugues fent three men of colour, who fpoke Englifh,
from the windward iOands to Citizen- Fauchet at
Philadelphia; but not finding him there, they came
to New York to join him. I was prefent when they
delivered their packets to Fauchet; and they had
orders to come, in as fhort time as poffible, to Jamaica.
One of thefe three, who might pafs for a white man,
embarked on the 3d ,of November, in the fame vefi"d

on which came my wife, with feveral other paffengers;
among(\; whom was an Englifh man of colour, and
an inhabitant of the environs of Martha Brae in
Jamaica, and intimate with Citizliln Fauchet and the
Conful L'Arcumbal. About two months after, the
fame Englifh man of colour returned to New York,
and brought to me a letter from my wife; and fome
days after he embarked again for King(\;on, with many
people of colour, in a velfel loaded only with great
corn: One of them raid, he was the friend of one of
the chiefs of Maroon negroes. In the month of April
la(\; arrived at New York twelve or fourteen men of
colour, came out from the prifon-fhip: I was prefent

when they came to the Conful's, with one 6ngle

A a <l palfport
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pafJPort for them all, from the BritiOa got'etr1lDt....

w~h had been delivered to the captain of the YeBCI.
Fin: of thole men of colour embarked, to my know­
ledge, at New Yark for Jamaica, two of whom are
brothers, named GaCpard, aRd another called Laptaine.
who alfo raid they were friends to Granville. Thia
GraDTille told me, on my arrival at KinJfton, that
thofe fame mea had gone to the Maroon Town, ancl
certainly there would lbortly be an in{urreaion. I
am fo fully perfuaded of it, and afi"ured of the {aa,
from the friendJhip which fubIifts between Fauchd:
~d me, who had in confidence communicated to me
tbc projell: of revolting the negroes of Jamaica, he
having fent, for that purpofc, upwards of o~e hundred
and 6ft, French people, the major part of whom
were OleD of colour, that in confequence, fearing
fame accident for my wife, I thought it my duty
to COIQC to her, with an intention to bring hel' bac~

immcdiatd, to New York. I alfo declare, that I
brought to Granville a letter from Fauchet, the con...
tentl of which I am entireI,. ignorant of, which is
the only onc I brought. I declare alfo, that the
major part of the fatb here fet forth were known to
the Co~nt Lafitte; lince, without ever having feera
him ,or known him before, he came to my lodgings in
KiacAon at difFerent times, when his converCation and
qudliona breathed only an infurreaion of the negrocli
of thi. country, aDd that he c;onlidered it as unavoid­
able. I alfo U()w. that the Count Lafitte is the
tntimate Erlend of a French merchant who relide.
at New Y~rk, and ia appointed from the French
ltepublica~ the agent (or the affairs of the ftate.

~D4It
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IJld that he hu advaDced money to Mr. La6tte durinl
hia fray at New York j and that even tbe' Citizen
Conful L'Arcumbal has given to Mr. Lafitte, when he
was at New York, either as a Joan or otherwife, frolD
two to three hundred dollars. Ilikcwife declare, that
Mr. Lafitte has confdfed to mc, that no other motives
kept him here, but of endea'f'ouring to get out of prifon
about fifteen prifoners, great patriots, for whom he
interefred himfe1f very much, being his countrymen,
and had been taken in Olanier'1 brig; that he had
even caufed a petition to be prefented in name of faid
prifoners; I know to my certain knowledge, that Caid
prifoners entertained a correfpondence with Lafitte.
About two months before my departure from New
York, I went to fpend fOOle dilYS with Mr. Fauchet,
at Philadelphia: He had jun. recei"ed papers of the
greatefr confequence, which I took cognizance of,
being communicated to me: Thofe papers had been
brought by the Semillante frigate, with fome other
Yeft"els come from France, whicb, iD their war, went
to Newfoundland, there to burn. the Britifu vdela
they could find there; which frigate and vdfeIJ
brought in part arms, particularly four large cafes,
containing three thoufand broad fwords deftined {or
Hifpaniola, which a cutter brought to general Lavau,
with order to affemble all the people of colour be
could coUea, and to give the fame orders to Citizen
Rigaud, Co that the nation might depcl)d 00 ten
thouCaod men for fecret expedition. In ·the commu.
nication I have taken of the: orders feut to Citizen
Fauchet from the Convention, it was faid, that the
fquadron fuould immediately fail from France J thlt

their



their firft objeCl: was to be, (eeret expedition againll
the Britilh iflands; to fend to Rigaud and Lavaux all
the people of colour, as volunteers, (peaking EngliCh ;

the order was, that Rigaud and Lavaux ihould make

no attack. on the enemy until further order!.

er Before my departure from New York to Phila­
delphia, I went to take Icue of Citizen Fauchet: He
drliyered to me orders for Citizen L'Arcumbal, to

gi"e me a certificate of relidence, without any date I

he acknowledged to me, that, in the courre of Sep­

tember and OClober, Jamaica would belong to France,
the taking of which was inevitable, from the means
that had juft been taken; that the French were to

land ten thoufand negrocs at fome diftance from

ltjngfton, all of them armed with two mufkets and

two broad fwords, to be diftributed to the negroes in
in(urre£\ion, ..hilft the fquadron lhould attack the

port.. in the environs of Kingfton. A 11 the above

f:&as are ftrialy true. Had I forefeen the miafortunc

of my arrefiation, I would ha"e brought with me the
proofs, I being the friend and even the confil.\ant of

l'auchet. In cafe the Britifh government fhould not

be fatisfied with what I have jult declared, I obHge
myfelf to leave here all my papers and efft:Cls, the
nIne of which amounts at leafi to twenty thoufand
French livres, as a depolit, until [ {hall fend from
New York every and all the informations that may
be required; it being eafy for me to take them out of
the regiftera. I al(o eng:lge to inftrutl the govern­
ment, by all the velrels that {hall fail from New York

;Ind Philadelphia, of all what paU"es ill the offices of
the
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the French Republic; by which means I {hall con­
vince the Britilh nation, that' I am not an enemy to
the Englilh, as fome have endeavoured to perfuade.

cc N. B. There will be found a contradiClion in my
fira and former declaration, on what- refpeCls the
friendlhip fubfiaing between Citizen Fauchet and
ID) felf i which I did becaufe I thought my intereft
required it. I am well alfured, that Citizen Fauchet
is not recalled, as has been reported; but. admitting
he were fo, I am certain I always lhall find means to
give to the Briti{h government every information that

can be required, efpecially on what has been or may
be done in the colonies, from the eafy accefs I have
had during my fiay in North America, and by the
acquaintance I have with the agents of the Republic,
being very intimate with them. Though my opinion
may be contrary to theirs, the interefi of my children,
and the property I have in France, have obliged lI1e
to dilft:mble. In lhort, I oblige myfelf to do whatever
the Britilh government {hall judge proper, and to
execute their infiruClions; engaging myfdf to return
within the {pace of four months."

A trut tra,!flation from the Fremh original.

J. B. GROSICARD, Sworn Interprete,..
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